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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Your TidyTowns group has been active since 2018 in your current form and your endeavours are visible when 
arriving in the town. You have been lucky to gain some new volunteers who help the committee to complete the 
various projects especially as some members were stepping back due to fears over COVID19. It is great that you 
have a junior TidyTowns committee and hopefully you will be able to re-engage with the Youth Club; having young 
people involved bodes well for the future! Congratulations on being awarded a Volunteer Award with Offaly County 
Council Volunteer Group Awards 2022.
The links that you have developed with other voluntary, local, statutory, and national bodies have all reaped rewards 
for the community through assistance for the projects that you have carried out already. The link with the local CE 
scheme is particularly valuable as the workers are available to complete projects throughout the year in conjunction 
with the committee and the volunteers.   
Your updated three-year plan shows motivation for the future and provides an outline to guide your endeavours over 
the next few years. The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of 
suggestions for suitable projects to consider for future years. Thank you for providing the clear map.
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The streetscape in Rhode was improved by the range of pollinator-friendly plants used in the displays to bring some 
more colour to the village. The repairs to the footpaths and the pedestrian crossings have improved safety allowing 
people to walk through the village and cross the road more safely. It is apparent that the businesses and property 
owners in Rhode take pride in their premises and the streetscape as many of the buildings are very well presented, 
including both traditional and more modern facades; the new outdoor dining area looked good on the day of the visit 
which was a fine sunny day. Well done on being proactive in terms of improving the area at Mulvin’s to disguise the 
vacant property; hopefully the other properties will be improved soon to help in your efforts to enhance the village.
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As noted in your submission, there isn’t a green space within the village, but you are actively maintaining several 
areas around the village. The picnic area near Killure was very well maintained and the permanent planting looked 
good; the only thing missing were the plants for the recycled pallets! The seating area and roundabout at the 
Rochfortbridge road looked well, although the stone bed near the seats would have looked a bit better if it had been 
weeded. It’s great the CE scheme participants are able to make seats and benches which would be a considerable 
saving.
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Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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weeded. It’s great the CE scheme participants are able to make seats and benches which would be a considerable 
saving.

Choosing pollinator-friendly plants for the planting this year improves the chances that insects and wildlife will 
survive in and around the village. The BirdWatch survey carried out by fifth class students was a great activity as 
they learned to identify the birds and their calls while the village and BirdWatch Ireland obtained a record of the 
birds living in the locality. The ‘Feed the Bees’ projects were very good and again it was great that the younger 
people in the village could observe the bees in the wild. The Climate Change award for the fifth class group was 
excellent – between that and the BirdWatch events, they should be much more aware of the wide range of creatures 
living in the area; surely their families have learned more about nature and biodiversity too – all good progress so 
well done for engaging with and encouraging them.

The village was found to be tidy during the adjudicator’s visit which is a testament to the good work being carried out 
by everyone involved. The use of the street sweeper is very helpful as it prevents build-ups of soil/dust which could 
in turn become places where weeds may geminate and grow; the help extended by Offaly County Council, 
combined with the regular litter picks by the committee, volunteers, school children and the scheme workers, appear 
to be successful – well done everyone. The footpaths were pleasingly free of signs of dog fouling, so your hard work 
and publicity techniques have been paying dividends for the overall tidiness of the village.

The outdoor classroom with no electricity would have shown the students how things worked decades or centuries 
ago but with access to much more information nowadays – winning the award was a great achievement and credit 
is due to their teacher for her role in the projects. The signs beside the trees in the school grounds are very good as 
the children can learn about the trees and plants even when out playing around during their breaks. The project for 
recycling plastic bottles with a locally manufactured system is a great idea and future adjudicators will be very 
interested to see that in action no doubt; networking with other TidyTowns groups can be very worthwhile for 
sharing ideas. The energy and water conservation projects are very timely and will become even more important in 
the village, as costs and supply issues seem forecast to occur in the future. Your engagement with the Sustainable 
Energy Communities Network is very timely and we look forward to seeing your completed plan next year.

As mentioned above, the village itself was found to be very tidy and this was also observed in the residential streets 
and the housing areas around the town; all the areas visited were found to be tidy and most properties were 
well-maintained, demonstrating a strong pride in both their residential area and the village by the residents. Many 
gardens were in great shape and the common areas in the housing areas were well-maintained – perhaps over the 
next few years more planting could be done to reduce the amount of regular grass-cutting, something that would 
improve sustainability as well as freeing up valuable labour for other projects.

The approach roads to Rhode are well-maintained with a mix of regularly mown grass and longer grass and 
wildflowers along the hedges/ditches to support pollinators and wildlife. There was a very tidy picnic area near 
Killure on the way to the GAA pitch, with recycled pallets as planters which had not been planted by the time of the 
visit; did it get planted after that? Some brick planters at the Rhode signs on the approach roads appear to have 
been planted with what appears to be a Cordyline; if so, the plant will become much too big and will block the sign 
over time so perhaps this could be checked.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It is obvious that the TidyTowns committee and the residents of Rhode have completed a lot of work to enhance the 
village; your own updated three years’ plan is a great template to pick projects from each year to improve features in 
the village. Well done and we look forward to seeing your progress again in 2023!


