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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Pullough are fortunate to have five people on your committee supported by a dozen volunteers as you have the 
difficult task of trying to maintain and improve a larger rural area than is expected of many other committees based 
in villages and towns. Your group is actively involved in running the local community shop which has been opened 
for five years – that is a great achievement and provides a vital service for your area. Over the past seven years, 
your group has developed very productive links with the local authority, the local development company and many 
other local and national organisations to support your activities and projects; you have also developed strong links 
with various businesses in the wider locality to assist and support your efforts. One of the few potential benefits of 
COVID19 restrictions was the amount and quality of information  sessions that went online; your group availed of 
training and information sessions from Waterford to Oakpark/Dublin; in reality, it may have been very difficult and 
costly to attend these sessions in person, especially for your members who may have employment or caring 
responsibilities so well done for availing of the training that was available to you. You actively promote your activities 
and events through a range of traditional and modern communication services and engage with the school and 
youth groups in the area to encourage the young people to participate in your activities. 
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes many suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years. Best wishes on your nomination in the Pride of Place competition.
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A trip to the Pullough area shows that it doesn’t really have a streetscape as such but much of your area does have 
a lovely setting along the canal. The narrow bridge over the canal offers great views and your group has been active 
and successful in improving the public areas around your area; the Greenway extends the area available to locals 
for recreation and relaxation by a considerable amount. The church, school and the community shop are 
well-maintained, and the public places are tidy and cared for. The recent picnic area along the canal offers a space 
to rest for those walking or cycling the Greenway and hopefully to purchase from the community shop; the fine 
renovated area near the shop was clean and tidy. Local residences and business premises are also 
well-maintained.
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Pullough is fortunate to draw heavily from the rural landscape around it; there are fine views of the surrounding 
countryside stretching along the canal for considerable distances in both directions. The green spaces at each side 
of the bridge and along the canal are pleasant with their impressive sculptures and seating areas; these areas are 
clean and tidy with regularly mown grass and some planting for colour and contrast. The landscaping around the 
school and the church is well-maintained and the planters at the church provide some seasonal colour. Planting 
native trees is a great benefit to nature and the community and the new trees near the football pitch will grow and 
mature with the students who planted them. 
Steeply sloped banks are difficult to manage as they often have relatively shallow soil, and the pitch makes it difficult 
- if not dangerous – to work on them. Some possibilities for dealing with the steep bank would be to plant 
groundcover plants to cover the soil but weeds continue to be a problem until the plants are fully knitted together 
and cover the bank; groundcover roses or members of the Rubus family (blackberry/raspberry family) or, perhaps a 
range of heathers which usually don’t need much attention once they are established. Another option which might 
work if the soil depth is shallow is a wildflower meadow as they will thrive in the poorer conditions and be less likely 
to be overcome with grass as often happens in richer soils; native mixtures with some yellow rattle should do well. 
Again, there is a downside in that wildflowers would most likely need to cut in late summer or early autumn, and this 
can be difficult on steeper slopes.
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countryside stretching along the canal for considerable distances in both directions. The green spaces at each side 
of the bridge and along the canal are pleasant with their impressive sculptures and seating areas; these areas are 
clean and tidy with regularly mown grass and some planting for colour and contrast. The landscaping around the 
school and the church is well-maintained and the planters at the church provide some seasonal colour. Planting 
native trees is a great benefit to nature and the community and the new trees near the football pitch will grow and 
mature with the students who planted them. 
Steeply sloped banks are difficult to manage as they often have relatively shallow soil, and the pitch makes it difficult 
- if not dangerous – to work on them. Some possibilities for dealing with the steep bank would be to plant 
groundcover plants to cover the soil but weeds continue to be a problem until the plants are fully knitted together 
and cover the bank; groundcover roses or members of the Rubus family (blackberry/raspberry family) or, perhaps a 
range of heathers which usually don’t need much attention once they are established. Another option which might 
work if the soil depth is shallow is a wildflower meadow as they will thrive in the poorer conditions and be less likely 
to be overcome with grass as often happens in richer soils; native mixtures with some yellow rattle should do well. 
Again, there is a downside in that wildflowers would most likely need to cut in late summer or early autumn, and this 
can be difficult on steeper slopes.

Pullough is surrounded by nature and biodiversity as the ‘village’ has the canal, fields, bogs, hedges and trees 
around the area. The grass margins close to the ‘village’/sculptures are closely maintained but the remainder is 
allowed to grow long during the season, providing habitats for pollinators, insects and other wildlife. The new native 
trees will increase the biodiversity of the area, encouraging new species of insects which in turn will be eaten by 
birds, etc., extending the food web and allowing the ecosystem to reach its own equilibrium.

The area was found to be tidy and relatively litter-free on the inspection date. Your litter-picking activities have been 
successful, and no evidence of illegal dumping was observed. During the visit, the planted area, footpaths, picnic 
area and road edges were found to be quite weed free. There was no evidence of dog fouling which could become 
an issue with increased use of the Greenway and the potential for dogs to be off the leash. The undergrounding of 
overhead cables has worked very well for other communities and would be very helpful in Pullough allowing the 
removal of the poles. The regular road sweeps by the council are definitely a good help. The Loop Walks signs are 
attractive and well-maintained.

As already mentioned, you are very most fortunate to live in an area of outstanding natural beauty so care is needed 
to minimise the affects you may have on the environment. You correctly note in your submission that there are 
many natural habitats nearby so the Community Biodiversity Plan will be a crucial document to guide you in the next 
steps; you are already very aware of the different actions here such as ‘No Mow May’ and Biodiversity Week. The 
edible garden at the school is an excellent project as it gives the students a chance to sow seeds, watch them 
germinate and grow during the season, and then they can harvest and eat the produce either at home or in school. 
As food security and food miles become topical issues, the students will gain a much better understanding of these 
issues and maybe more importantly, acquire the skills and knowledge to grow their own food. Seed saving, using 
perennial plants and using homemade compost are all simple but effective sustainable actions and are commended.

Essentially Pullough is a rural area so there aren’t many housing estates to judge; many of the houses near the 
‘village’ were well maintained and some of the gardens were attractive and well cared for too. The Dernagun areas 
were clean and tidy during the visit, so credit is due to the residents’ association. It’s great to see that the residents 
are becoming more aware of the need to support wildlife through protecting existing or creating new habitats in their 
gardens or within their own areas.

The approach roads to Pullough are as one would expect in a rural area – grasses, wildflowers and weeds all 
growing happily together. Care is needed when intervening to minimise the risk that native plants would be 
accidentally or deliberately displaced by non-native wildflowers which could in turn become invasive. The Greenway 
extension is likely to bring a higher footfall so careful management of your rich environmental resources will need to 
be handled sympathetically. Most of the hedgerows appear to be appropriately maintained at the correct times of 
the year and gaps have been filled with new plants which will in time bring the hedges back to full strength. The 
‘Don’t Mow, let it grow’ approach allows many early and late flowering plants to grow to provide support and habitats 
for insects and other wildlife in spring and autumn.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Pullough TidyTowns committee has been very active in the relatively short time that they have been competing in 
the TidyTowns competition, and it is obvious that a significant effort has been made in that time. You are wished 
well in your endeavours as you tackle the projects in your three years’ plan, and we look forward to receiving an 
application from you again in 2023.




