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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Lusmagh are fortunate to have a group of fifteen people on your committee, which has the difficult task of trying to 
maintain and improve a larger rural area than is expected of many other committees based in villages and towns. As 
noted in the adjudicator’s report for 2019, the last year you applied to TidyTowns, it is somewhat more difficult for 
both the committee and the adjudicator to apply the judging criteria to a rural area as they were designed with 
villages and towns in mind; this is something that will be presented by this adjudicator to the TidyTowns organisers 
at the next opportunity.  
The lack of information presented in your application this year has not made life any easier for the adjudicator and it 
would be appreciated if you could supply some information under as many of the headings as possible in future 
years.
The visit to Lusmagh demonstrated that there is activity taking place and that the area around the church, school 
and hall has been maintained to a good standard throughout the year. The new seating and planting project near 
the church is a significant improvement to the amenities in the area.
The previous adjudicator alluded to strong connections with the local school and the provision of a three years’ plan; 
it is hoped that some progress is being made on completing some of the projects identified in the plan. 
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years. Perhaps it may be wise for a relatively new committee to study some 
of the work completed in nearby villages and towns; it would be easier to make some annual progress each year by 
choosing one or two projects under each category. In this way, you would be able to add extra marks each year; this 
may encourage more people to get involved in the TidyTowns work locally.
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A trip to the crossroads area shows that your group has been active and successful in improving the public area 
near the church. The church, school and other buildings there are well-maintained and the public places are tidy and 
cared for. The GAA grounds are maintained in good condition and the church grounds are neat and tidy. It is evident 
that you have been successful in getting Offaly Co. Co. to carry out footpath improvements (presumably through the 
Town & Village Renewal scheme) near the church, the GAA pitch and near the school; these new footpaths and 
associated bollards/posts not only improve the visual amenity of the area, they are a major improvement in road 
safety for children going to school and those attending events at the GAA pitch or the church. Well done.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

204

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 204

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

09/07/2022

 



Lusmagh is a small rural centre and is fortunate to borrow heavily from the rural landscape around it; there are fine 
views of the surrounding countryside and the local farms reach into the centre of the area. The green spaces and 
landscaping around the school and the church are well-maintained and the planters at the church provide some 
seasonal colour. The recent landscaping works and planting near the church is a considerable addition to the area; 
the mixture of heathers, conifers, shrubs and bulbs will provide a range of textures and colours throughout the 
seasons. The bench will be there for the community to use and enjoy. The colourful water pump and the planted half 
barrel brighten the area in front of the old school building and the hanging basket provides a splash of seasonal 
colour amongst the greens of the heathers and conifers. The purple-leaved maple will provide a strong background 
for other plants in the future.

Lusmagh is fortunate to be surrounded by nature and biodiversity as the ‘village’ has fields, bogs, hedges and trees 
right up to the crossroads area. Much of the area is farmed and many of the hedgerows are managed appropriately. 
The grass margins close to the ‘village’ are closely maintained but the remainder are allowed to grow during the 
season, providing habitats for pollinators, insects and other wildlife. The 2019 adjudicator’s report mentioned plans 
for a range of different activities to highlight the natural amenities nearby and appropriate signage but unfortunately 
it was not clear if any of these projects had been completed in the interim. The name of the area refers to the herbs 
that were synonymous with the area and this offers opportunities to develop projects around theses. Some baseline 
studies to assess what species are present and in what quantities may be a useful project for measuring future 
success in this category.

The area was found to be tidy and relatively litter-free on the inspection date. Your litter-picking activities have been 
a success and no evidence of illegal dumping was observed, although without a map, it was difficult to tell how big 
an area is included. As may be found elsewhere too, farmyard entrances may not be the tidiest but there is often 
very little a TidyTowns committee can do in this regard apart from appeal to the owner’s sense of community duty. 
During the visit, the planted area, footpaths, paving and road edges were found to be quite weed free.

There are many ideas for projects in this category in the handbook. Many other groups have implemented suitable 
projects and some are very easy to begin, e.g. rainwater harvesting for using to water the plants and containers is a 
very simple project to implement; rainwater butts could be put on the old school, the ‘new’ school or even the church 
to collect water when it is raining.
There are many opportunities for projects in the category with the school – a school vegetable/herb garden, planting 
for pollinators, sensory gardens, etc. are all relatively easy to implement and are great for encouraging children to 
engage with nature and learn about their environment. There is a very suitable space at the front of the school 
which require ongoing mowing at present. The school could also apply for green flags under a range of categories if 
they have not already done so (see the An Taisce website for further details).

Essentially Lusmagh is a rural area so there aren’t any housing estates to judge; many of the houses near the 
‘village’ were well maintained and some of the gardens were attractive and well cared for too. A map showing the 
extent of the area would be helpful in future years to identify further roads/housing to be included in the judging.

The approach roads to Lusmagh are as one would expect in a rural area – grasses, wildflowers and weeds all 
growing happily together. Most of the hedgerows appear to be appropriately maintained. The stone road sign on the 
L3012 with the meaning of the name Lusmagh is a very good feature and the roadside margins here are tidy and 
regularly maintained. Perhaps a suggestion for the planting at the base of the stone to include some of those 
healing herbs that the area is renowned for….

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Lusmagh is a relative newcomer to the TidyTowns competition, and it is obvious that a significant effort has been 
made in the short time that the committee has been active. As mentioned earlier, please include more information in 
the application form so that your future adjudicators can understand what projects and work have been completed 
since the previous judging. You are wished well in your endeavours and we look forward to receiving an application 
from you again in 2023.


