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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Killeigh is an attractive village with a committee of eight people along with five regular volunteers who are doing a 
fine job for your village, including winning Offaly’s best rural village in 2006. You have developed strong links with 
the local authority and other organisations to benefit your community through improvement works in and around the 
village. You have had a successful dance show with Coisceim Dance Theatre in the village and you have a number 
of plans for the next few years, including work at the Seven Blessed Wells area and the renovation of the Macra hall 
which will be a big undertaking for a local group; hopefully you will be able to secure suitable funding to complete 
these projects.
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years and may tie in very well with your future plans.
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The village consists of a couple of streets with a large green area in the centre allowing residents and visitors an 
opportunity to use the spaces as they wish. There are some attractive stone buildings and the businesses in the 
town have maintained their premises to a high standard. The traditional stone walls thoughout the village are in 
good condition and have been well-maintained over the years. You are fortunate that you do not have many issues 
with derelict properties and if your plans for renovating the Macra hall go ahead, you will have a fine building for 
your community centre and will have eliminated a building that detracts somewhat from the village ambiance at 
present. Another vacant cottage has been well-disguised to minimise its negative visual impact on the village. The 
area around the church and school is attractive and well-maintained with some pockets of wildflowers, as is the old 
cemetery with pockets of flowers here and there between the headstones and areas of unmown grass and 
wildflowers.
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For a small village, Killeigh has a fine green space right in the centre of the village with some historical aspects such 
as the monastic settlement, and the Seven Blessed Wells area, combined with the more contemporary history at the 
statue of the famous greyhound Mick the Miller. There are wildflowers, tidily maintained areas and areas left to grow 
longer to provide a mix of habitats for wildlife and insects and providing opportunities for recreation and fitness 
activities for all age groups right in the village. The use of attractive planters to brighten up areas with no opportunity 
to plant into the soil enhances the village.
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to plant into the soil enhances the village.

KIlleigh is privileged to be situated in a lovely rural area with mature trees and fine farmland surrounding the village, 
combining to create a range of ecosystems and habitats to support pollinators and shelter wildlife. At various places 
around the village, the mowing regime has been altered to leave unmown areas of long grass and wildflowers to 
provide shelter and food for pollinators, insects, and wildlife; over time, native species of wildflowers should 
dominate these areas, creating attractive and beneficial habitats. An area beside the shop has been left to grow 
‘wild’ to provide another wildlife refuge. There are some beehives near the village and there are bird boxes to 
encourage Swifts to nest there. The school has been successful in obtaining five Green Flags and they are working 
towards a sixth which is a great achievement for the school community.

Killeigh was found to be very tidy during the adjudicator’s visit with little evidence of litter in any area during the visit. 
The overall appearance of the village was very good, and it is obvious that the local community takes great pride in 
their village and help by maintaining their residences and premises. There was very little evidence of dog fouling 
around the village. The shrubs on the green were tidy and maintained.

Your school is leading the way on sustainability with five Green Flags and working towards a sixth; and the school 
garden collects rainwater and provide a drop-off point for the community to recycle expended batteries so well done 
to the staff and students! The installation of the segregated bin unit in the village both encourages the local 
community to recycle suitable materials and offers them an easy option to do so. The reduction in mowing (savings 
in labour and fuel costs) and the planting of wildflowers at various points around the village further improves the 
sustainability of the community; some recently planted beds of shrubs and herbaceous plants are welcome as these 
planting schemes tend to need less water and minimal care and attention when they become established; this frees 
up your valuable labour resources to work on other projects.

As already mentioned, the village was found to be tidy and that includes the residential streets and the housing 
areas around the village. The green areas near the houses are well-maintained with grassed areas, mixed 
shrubberies, rose beds and areas of unmown grass and wildflowers. The footpaths are in good condition generally 
with little evidence of weeds growing along the kerbs or bottoms of the walls. The entrances to the housing areas 
were tidy and many of the individual gardens were very well-maintained.

The approach roads are attractive and in good condition with margins and hedges appropriately maintained. The 
lane around the green towards the Seven Blessed Wells area is in quite good condition and there were some 
sunflowers there which hadn’t opened up at the time of the visit but would have looked great when in flower. The 
area at the Church of Ireland was tidy and some plants were in flower brightening up the area around the church 
door.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Killeigh is an attractive and well-maintained village with historical aspects and a fine village green. The combined 
efforts of the TidyTowns group and the residents and businesses present the village very well. We look forward to 
receiving your entry in 2023!


