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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
It’s great to see the momentum built up since Kilcormac has re-entered the TidyTowns competition being 
maintained and extended this year again. You have a small committee helped by around 20 volunteers and connect 
with everyone using both traditional and modern communication methods. There are plans to develop new facilities 
in the town and these will help to rejuvenate the town bringing more visitors to the benefit of Kilcormac, which like 
many small rural towns and villages has been suffering some decline. Despite these difficulties, Kilcormac is 
working hard to improve things for residents and local businesses alike; the location of the Faithful Fields in the town 
and the Saturday market where local businesses showcase their produce are just two examples of these 
improvements. Your group has not only developed strong links with the local authority and other agencies and 
organisations, but you have collaborated with other TidyTowns groups sharing information and ideas. You have also 
carried out a Community Survey to identify the issues that affect the local residents and businesses most severely 
and have already begun working on a strategy and suitable solutions to tackle the issues that have been identified. 
You have been able to re-engage with the local schools again to assist them and receive help from them in 
completing your endeavours. You are actively collaborating with the Kilcormac Development Association and have 
secured significant funding for developments in the town in the green enterprises sector; you are also engaging with 
the Irish Architecture Foundation and expect Kilcormac to benefit from that also. Well done on these achievements 
to benefit the town and its natural hinterland! 
Even though you have many projects for the future outlined in your submission, do look at the latest TidyTowns 
handbook on the website to see the range of activities and ideas that could be carried out in Kilcormac, some with 
sizeable results for easily executed actions. Other groups may have successfully tackled some of the issues 
identified in the Community Survey, saving you from having to ‘re-invent the wheel’!
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Kilcormac has a good mixture of older buildings and more modern buildings; many of the buildings in the town are 
very well maintained and there are some attractive business premises in the town. The road and footpath 
improvement works carried out have noticeably enhanced the town; the designation of a one-way street here has 
resulted in some improvements in pedestrian traffic, making it much easier to walk safely with the new pedestrian 
crossing near the post office. The plan to repurpose the old Fiesta Hall into a Green Hub is commended and should 
put the town at the centre of sustainable development in years to come; the enhancement of the building itself will 
add considerably to the streetscape. The streetscape is significantly improved by displaying local artists’ work in the 
windows of unused premises in the town as these would most likely have the glass painted opaque white to obscure 
views into the vacant properties; other groups could borrow this idea for their areas. The Reimagine programme by 
Irish Architecture Foundation should result in positive outcomes for the town too. Future adjudicators will have the 
benefit of seeing these projects.
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windows of unused premises in the town as these would most likely have the glass painted opaque white to obscure 
views into the vacant properties; other groups could borrow this idea for their areas. The Reimagine programme by 
Irish Architecture Foundation should result in positive outcomes for the town too. Future adjudicators will have the 
benefit of seeing these projects.

The river running through Kilcormac provides the town with a fine linear park along both banks of the river which 
provides opportunities for recreation and relaxation for young and old. Some enhancements such as additional 
planting and installing new accessible seating have already taken place, and more are planned. Kilcormac is 
adopting pollinator-friendly practices in common with many other groups and these will have benefits in the present 
and for many years into the future; local residents are now following suit in their own gardens. The graveyard nearby 
is a nice peaceful spot and well-maintained. There are some nicely planted areas around the town and the use of 
raised planters is generally only where plants can’t be grown directly in the ground.

Kilcormac has plenty green spaces in and around the town and these spaces are of great benefit of biodiversity and 
nature in the area; the Lough Boora area nearby offers a range of habitats for wildlife and insects and a sensory 
area for those who would benefit from it. You are fortunate to have the services of John Feehan to guide you in 
these matters. The mowing regime at the town park and other locations has been adjusted to allow some longer 
grasses and wildflowers to grow around the boundaries, leaving shelter and corridors for wildlife to move through 
safely. The local students are not falling behind either, with three green flags and plants afoot for a fourth; the 
energy awareness campaigns that the Green Schools Committee is highlighting are even more relevant and 
important nowadays and hopefully this will filter out to the community. The nesting boxes at the community garden 
should encourage birds to nest there, contributing to nature and biodiversity in the area.

During the visit, Kilcormac was found to be very tidy with little sign of litter around the town; this included the 
playground which was practically litter-free. The regular litter picking is working very well, and it is great to see that 
you get great support from the CE scheme workers and the residents for this right through the year. In the 
application you mentioned a dog fouling problem but from the adjudicator’s visit, very little sign of fouling was found 
so perhaps your campaign and efforts to minimise this issue are beginning to work. It appears that you are still 
largely managing weeds by applying herbicides in some areas at least so perhaps this might be something to 
consider for the future – it is a tricky balancing act but ‘herbicide-free’ will require a change of mindset in the 
community as you may find small weeds here and there in the town, despite your best efforts.

Sustainability can appear to be a huge challenge but in reality, it can be very much about small gestures and some 
of your actions are relatively simple but very effective in improving your sustainability – paperless meetings and 
communications through social media, reduction in the amount of grass cutting, and changing from annual bedding 
plants to perennials and shrubs (reducing peat usage and reducing costs each season). The school children are 
actively looking at ways of improving sustainability at school and hopefully this will yield continued savings in the 
future. Campaigns such as your ‘No Mow in May’ and the self-watering hanging baskets (which didn’t appear to 
have arrived yet) are great for raising awareness locally, encouraging others to play their part – many small parts 
can build up to a substantial improvement in sustainability. Growing your own plants with the CE participants and 
your move towards more sustainable planting is another comparatively simple but valuable method to increase 
sustainability – planting longer lasting plants that require less water, less composts, and reduced management 
saves time and energy that can be focused on other projects. The community garden offers opportunities for 
sustainable practises – perhaps the polytunnel could get washed down to allow better transmission of light in to the 
growing plants! There are also some green businesses in town and with the development of the Green Hub, this 
should increase sustainability substantially over the coming years.

The residential streets and housing areas around the town were tidy and well-maintained. It’s heartening to see that 
most of the residents and businesses of Kilcormac take great pride in their properties and gardens which were very 
well-presented; this is a great help to you as a committee in your endeavours to improve the appearance of the 
town. The vacant shops being used to display local artists’ work avoids boarded up or obviously vacant premises 
next to the houses in the town. Hopefully the housing development at Meadowlands will be completed to a high 
standard to the benefit of the residents and the town itself.

The approach roads to Kilcormac are appropriately maintained and tidy, but not overly maintained. The lanes and 
streets were tidy and some of the footpaths have been repaired recently; your efforts with the local authority have 
been successful so do keep chasing up to get the other parts that are in need of repairs completed. There are still 
some opportunities to reduce the amount of regular mowing in favour of wildflowers and less regular mowing, with 
appropriate signage to inform residents and visitors that you are working to improve the habitats for wildlife and 
insects.
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Concluding Remarks:

It is great to see the Kilcormac group active again in the TidyTowns competition and sincere congratulations to the 
committee and individuals who have rejuvenated the local TidyTowns group. Your updated three- and five-years’ 
plans have plenty interesting projects for the future and adjudicators will enjoy visiting these projects as they are 
completed. We look forward to seeing your progress in the 2023 TidyTowns entry!


