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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Horseleap, like many rural areas, struggles to attract new people on to your committee, which has the difficult task 
of trying to maintain and improve a larger rural area than is expected of many other groups; at least you do have 
some volunteers to help the committee members. You have developed links with many of the local and national 
organisations such as the local authorities operating the area, the Public Participation Networks, and local residents 
and businesses, all of which help deliver projects each year. Your engagement with the local National School to 
improve the locality is commended and their participation in the Green Schools initiatives has led to a number of 
Green Flags for the school, all of which raises awareness of the group’s activities in the locality. The adjudicator’s 
visit observed that there is activity taking place and that the area around the church, cemetery, school has been 
maintained to a good standard throughout the year. Thank you for supplying an easy-to-follow map for the 
adjudicator.
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years, when hopefully you will have a bigger committee to help carry out 
improvements.
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As Horseleap is a relatively rural area with a small village centre, it doesn’t have as many streetscapes and public 
places to judge as some other areas but the trip to the village shows that your group has been active and successful 
in improving the public area near the church and the green area with sculpture in the centre. The church, school and 
most other buildings are well-maintained, and the public places are tidy and cared for - well done. McGuinness’s 
shopfront again stood out as it added colour and interest to the village. Hopefully, the ongoing efforts to save St. 
David’s Church will now begin to show results for your group. There are a few disused premises in the village which 
detract from the streetscape so hopefully these will undergo restoration to former glories in the future. Is there any 
opportunity that the old railway station house could be acquired and renovated as a public space or tourism 
venture?
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Horseleap is fortunate to profit from the fine rural landscape around it; there are lovely views of the surrounding 
countryside, and the nearby farms reach in towards the centre of the village. The green space in the centre of the 
village has seating, sculptures and space to relax with lovely wildflowers and would benefit from a little bit of 
maintenance work for the future in terms of weed control and pruning. The landscaping around the school, church 
and cemetery are well-maintained; there are a few wooden planters along the roads that would benefit from some 
cleaning and painting/varnishing and extra planting.
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countryside, and the nearby farms reach in towards the centre of the village. The green space in the centre of the 
village has seating, sculptures and space to relax with lovely wildflowers and would benefit from a little bit of 
maintenance work for the future in terms of weed control and pruning. The landscaping around the school, church 
and cemetery are well-maintained; there are a few wooden planters along the roads that would benefit from some 
cleaning and painting/varnishing and extra planting.

As mentioned already, Horseleap is fortunate to be surrounded by nature and biodiversity as the area has fields, 
bogs, many hedges and trees and a river in the vicinity of the village. Much of the area is grazed/farmed and many 
of the natural hedgerows are aptly managed. The grass margins close to the village are closely maintained but the 
remainder are allowed to grow during the season, providing habitats for pollinators, insects, and other wildlife. The 
trees that were planting along the road are maturing well. The ongoing engagement with BirdWatch Ireland on the 
swift nest boxes is noted.

The village was found to be tidy and relatively litter-free on the inspection date, although there was some evidence 
of litter being recently discarded around the green area with the seating and sculptures. Keep going with your 
litter-picking activities and continue to raise awareness of the issue (maybe a poster project with the school?); 
unfortunately, your group suffers from the same issue as many other committees with people leaving extra materials 
at the bring centres – perhaps an awareness campaign through the school would improve this situation. During the 
visit, the planted area, footpaths, paving, and road edges were found to be quite weed free, although a little extra 
effort would help here too.

There are many ideas for projects in this category in the handbook. Many other groups have implemented suitable 
projects, and some are quite easy to initiate, e.g., rainwater harvesting for using to water the plants and containers 
is a very simple project to implement; rainwater butts could be located at the school or even the church to collect 
water when it is raining to be used later in the season. The mulcher mower allows cutting without collecting, 
chopping the grass up and recycling it into the soil without big clumps accumulating on the grass surfaces. There 
are many opportunities for projects in the category with the school – a school vegetable/herb garden, planting for 
pollinators, sensory gardens, etc. are all relatively easy to implement and are great for encouraging children to 
engage with nature and learn about their environment and there is some suitable space at the school to carry out 
some projects. The school could also apply for green flags under a range of categories if they have not already 
done so (see the An Taisce website for further details).

As mentioned in your submission, essentially Horseleap is a rural area so there aren’t any housing areas to judge 
as such; most of the premises in or near the village were well maintained with some attractive and well cared for 
gardens too. As mentioned earlier there are a few premises that would benefit from restoration, although it is 
accepted that this may be beyond the scope of the committee, who can only appeal to the owner’s sense of civic 
duty.

The approach roads to Horseleap are as would be expected of a rural area – grasses, wildflowers and weeds all 
growing happily together, while most of the hedgerows appeared to be appropriately maintained. There is a lovely 
stone bridge and wall on the Mullingar Road that would benefit from some weed control to show off the craftmanship 
of the stone building better. Pollinator-friendly signs were noted on the margins of the R446 helping to explain what 
was happening here.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

With a small group, it would appear that the committee is feeling the pressure of the workload at present; it is 
obvious that a significant effort has been made in the past and some fresh volunteers would help the village get 
back to former glories. You are wished well in your recruitment of new committee members/volunteers and in your 
ongoing endeavours; we look forward to receiving an application from you again in 2023!


