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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Congratulations on being awarded Ireland’s Tidiest Village in 2021 and best wishes on your nomination for the 
‘Pride of Place Awards’ in summer 2022.
This is your 49th year participating in the competition and you continue to build on your previous successes over the 
years.
Your community of 316 people has added an extra person to the committee (now 13 members) with some new 
faces among another 10-15 volunteers. Meetings are being held again after the pandemic difficulties and you 
communicate actively with the wider community through phone messaging platforms, website, social media, 
newsletters and the community noticeboard.
You work closely with the other groups active in the area, such as the GAA, the playground group, the active 
retirement group, the local church groups and the local residents' groups. A new 2022 addition in the form of the 
Geashill Supporting Ukrainian Refugee Group is noted and welcomed as it will provide opportunities for the 
refugees to integrate into the community.
You engage and liaise with organisations/bodies such as Offaly Co. Co., Offaly PPN, Offaly Local Development 
Company, Irish Wildlife Trust, National Biodiversity Data Centre, Birdwatch Ireland, Local Authority Water 
Programme, local businesses and the community employment schemes to the benefit of the wider community.
You have developed a very strong relationship with Geashill National School and continue to work together on a 
wide range of projects e.g. sensory garden, GIY projects, bird feeding & recording and tree planting on The Green. 
You liaise with Geashill National School’s Green Schools Committee and run a Transition Year Programme 
encouraging students to help out on projects in the area.
Congratulations to Geashill Tidy Towns on your first Volunteer Friendly Award from Volunteer Ireland in 2022, a 
worthy testament to your community spirit.
The Geashill 2022-2026 Community Plan will be a very useful document in guiding and driving development in the 
area over the next five years and you are commended for your efforts in producing the plan. 
Your application form and map are well presented; it is noted that you have heeded the previous adjudicator’s 
advice and reduced the application from 89 pages to a slightly more manageable 46 pages – a good start so please 
continue this again next year. The inclusion of photographs beside the relevant text is useful for the adjudicator 
when visiting the projects. 
You have identified where many of your efforts/projects relate to the 17 sustainable development goals – well done. 
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years.
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A trip through the village shows that you have been active and successful in improving the streetscape and public 
places. The upgraded pedestrian crossing on the Tullamore Road is both practical in improving safety and visually 
pleasing as you approach Geashill. The replacement of the footpath adjacent to the school on the south side of the 
village Green under the Community Involvement Scheme has also improved the safety and visual appearance of 
the street.
The pig sculpture made of recycled metal is a nod to the history of the area and the stencil of the pig on the utility 
box highlights this link with the past. Perhaps similar stencilling could be used on some of the other utility boxes 
(with appropriate discussion with the relevant companies).
The works carried out to repair the labourer’s stone cottage on the Ballinagar Road have been sympathetically 
done, while the garden improvements complete with window box and rainwater butt largely disguise the fact that the 
building is vacant.
The street furniture in the village is well-suited to the location and maintained to a high standard; the inclusion of 
access for wheelchairs/buggies to seated areas is commended.
The outdoor classroom and the recycling of the fallen tree is a great addition to the area and particularly well-located 
to encourage the school children to engage with nature and the living environment around them.
We look forward to seeing the proposed Cauldron sculpture and the Ogham Tree Trail in future years.

The green spaces and landscaping are well-maintained with some planting allowed to grow and flower in line with 
current practices in sustaining biodiversity. The newly planted areas at the playground, Tullamore Road and the 
'Sun Bed' all add to the overall appearance.
The tree audit, new planting and replacement work is timely to provide replacements for some of the older/more 
mature trees that may succumb to the forces of nature in the future (like the tree used to make the table at the 
outdoor classroom). The planting of the family trees along the Glebe Walk encourages families to use the walk, 
identify their family tree and observe how it is growing.
The 'Autism Sensory Path' adds to community green space and is a valuable resource for those who may benefit 
from it; the surrounding planting adds to the sensory experience.

The newly developed rain garden and wetlands at the Picnic Area is a very welcome development at a time when 
issues such as flash flooding and water pollution are becoming more contentious in the public realm. The seasonal 
swales and wetland planting are very much in keeping with the current research at the Landscape Architecture Dept 
at Sheffield University - Professors James Hitchmough and Nigel Dunnett have been to the forefront in promoting 
these systems, including at 2012 Olympic Park in London. The planting of buckthorn along the boundary to 
encourage the Brimstone butterfly is commended. Aligned to the new rain garden/wetlands, the new local ‘Best 
Wildlife Pond Award’ should create interest and some healthy rivalry, all to the benefit of the species which will be 
attracted to these new habitats.
The ‘no-mow’ areas and the ‘wild’ area along the boundary in the school grounds should encourage bees, butterflies 
and other insects to the area. The new larger vegetable garden and biodiversity area adjoining the existing school 
sensory garden will engage and encourage the school children and hopefully increase their awareness of the 
importance of nature and biodiversity. The signage at the school provides easy-to-understand information for young 
and old alike. The Forest School Programme sessions and the ‘Door to the underground’ (with the useful sign) will 
also engage the younger generation with nature in a very practical way.
The ongoing monitoring of wildlife, birds and biodiversity contributes to local and national data and the installation of 
nesting boxes for birds will provide suitable habitats to encourage nesting in the area.
The edible window boxes are both attractive and practical providing food for bees and insects as well as humans – 
they also demonstrate how easy it is to grow some food, even for those with very limited space.

The swales at the rain garden/wetlands mentioned already will help to filter and clean polluted surface/flood water, 
capturing harmful substances and releasing cleaner water into the surrounding areas. The information presented on 
the temporary sign explains the processes simply and clearly. 
The re-purposed telephone box (school children display their works of art, recycling and sharing books) has been 
refurbished with the addition of tourism information and a poetry corner. The refurbishment of the existing street 
furniture is welcomed as it extends the life of the older materials rather than replacing them. 
Energy efficiency is quickly becoming a global issue and your Sustainable Energy Committee have been active in 
examining practical ways to improve energy efficiency, organising visits to local people already using some of the 
technologies.
Working with the school to organise recycling is something that almost all young people now recognise as 
important, and the ubiquitous ‘Dropped Pin’ sculpture is a great ’logo’ for this; combined with the repaired bee motif 
from recycled plastic and the wind turbine from recycled materials, these projects will reap their rewards in the future 
decades. The school Green flags and their posters are a great indicator that the young people are very much aware 
and involved in improving their environment. 
The composting system at Glebe Walk is already being used and the explanatory signage is excellent in explaining 
how the composting should be done – simple, clear and easy to follow text and symbols. The reuse of the 
homemade compost adds to the sustainable ethos of your work. The production of homemade fertiliser from nettles 
and comfrey is highly commended and the division/propagation of perennial plants to reduce costs and dependence 
on annual plants often grown in peat is a significant step forward in improving sustainability locally.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The village and its hinterland were found to be very tidy on the inspection date. The litter-picking regime has been a 
success and the village was found to be in pristine condition – the ‘Drive Your Litter Home’ initiative is commended. 
In addition to the other initiatives with the school, the Geashill Glas Litter Hero Awards is a great idea to encourage 
the young people to participate in the TidyTown activities.
The area around the recycling/bring centre was clean and tidy with no evidence of materials being left there illegally. 
The wooden planters with their trelliswork and plants (some suitable for fermenting as homemade fertiliser) do a 
great job of disguising the recycling containers and brighten the area up considerably. The dog waste mitts and the 
signage to raise awareness of the problem appear to have worked very well as there was no evidence of dog dirt 
observed.  
Managing weeds and other unwanted plants without herbicides contributes a significant amount of work for the 
committees – your efforts were noted during the visit as the streets were found to be largely weedfree; certainly no 
weeds found that were more than a few days old and this is becoming more acceptable in a world where we are 
looking to preserve pollinators and other insects.

on annual plants often grown in peat is a significant step forward in improving sustainability locally.

The housing areas around Geashill were found to be tidy and it is apparent that the majority of the residents take 
pride in the place where they live. The work carried out on the derelict cottage meant the adjudicator had to 
double-check that it was the cottage in question. The five years’ plan for the area is a great idea to engage the 
residents and allow them to have an input in the ongoing development of their locality. The welcome pack is a great 
idea to help new residents find their feet in the community quickly and makes them aware of the different events 
taking place there. Initiatives such as ‘no-mow May’ and the planting of perennials at entrances and/or within the 
estates contributes to the appearance of the estates and will encourage the residents to maintain their own areas to 
a high standard. Reducing the amount of time required for grass cutting (e.g. wildflower areas) frees up time for 
other improvements and reduces overheads such as fuel for lawnmowers, all contributing to a more sustainable 
environment.

The approach roads to Geashill give an indication that you are arriving into a well-maintained place. The works 
carried out on the Tullamore Road have not only improved the visual amenity but have created an area for humans 
to exercise with suitable planting to encourage biodiversity. The improvements to the playground entrance 
contribute to both the visual and biodiversity aspects. The reduced mowing regime along the approach roads allows 
wildflowers to grow to support biodiversity and allows for a more natural appearance, while reducing the amount of 
mowing overall. The control of noxious weeds prevents them taking over the roadside margins.

There is a lovely approach to Geashill from Tullamore.  The segregated bike lane and footpath help with the orderly 
feel here.  Fennel is an unusual choice of planting on an approach road but it’s popular with invertebrates as well as 
with this adjudicator so why not?  It was noted that a fast-food franchise had set up a mobile outlet in the car parking 
area of Byrne’s Inver petrol station here.  Not only was this neat and tidy, the outlet had segregated recycling bins 
along with it. Impressive!  Nearby the permanent recycling bank was marred only slightly by the clothes bins which 
were literally overflowing at time of visit. 

The adjudicator took a spin along the Glebe walk and this was even better than remembered.  Recent tree-planting 
appears to be doing well.  At the far end, the composting area, bug hotel and crptozooic trap all seemed to have had 
a spruce-up too.  In the humble opinion of this adjudicator, Scoil Croise Naofa has the best example of how to use 
space in their sensory/wildlife garden. Great attention to detail was noted here and all is being so well-maintained 
over the summer. An-mhaith ar fad!  Right across the built environment of Geashill great care and attention was 
noted.  

The village green was as lovely as ever.  Some Banksy-esque additions to junction boxes raised a smile.  Fair play.  
Are there more coming? Is there a sign or something missing from a frame on the grass verge here? Overall the 
village looked just lovely.  The old schoolhouse looked gorgeous in the sunshine and the Marian shrine nearby was 
very well-kept.  A visit to your landscaped and sculpted picnic area did not disappoint.  The wetland and pond area 
is a substantial project. 

Geashill was litter-free on adjudication day.  A great achievement.  Well done everyone.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on the many projects you have developed in each criterion again this year; some of the projects have 
benefits in several of the categories which is a great result. Over the years, you have developed a very good 
understanding of what is required to do well in this competition. We look forward to receiving your application in 
2023.


