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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Daingean are most fortunate to have a strong TidyTowns committee with the benefit of having an extremely large 
group of volunteers to help with your projects; this helps to prevent burnout as everyone is not expected to be 
involved in every single project over the year. As mentioned in your application, Daingean has a rich history and an 
important connection with the Grand canal, and this is recognised in the extension of the Greenway to the town; this 
will lead to increased activity by locals and bring more visitors to the town as well. It is obvious that you have been 
busy working to improve and enhance the town for everyone living and visiting there, most noticeable in the 
redevelopment of the pavements along the centre of the town. Over the years, you have built up successful links 
with the local authority and many local and national organisations and businesses to support your activities and 
projects to the benefit of the town. The results of these collaborations are obvious as soon as you arrive at 
Daingean; the improvements greatly enhance the area and create a pleasant atmosphere in the town. Your group 
actively engages with the local community in many ways including social media and encourages them to join in your 
activities; modern technology helps the group to become more sustainable as information can be relayed 
electronically rather than printing and distributing leaflets and newsletters. The workers on the CE and RSS 
schemes provide ongoing labour to keep Daingean looking well and reduce the workload for the committee and 
volunteers.
Even though you have many projects for the future outlined in your three years’ plan, do look at the latest 
TidyTowns handbook on the website to see the range of activities and ideas that could be carried out in Daingean, 
some with considerable results for easily implemented actions. Thank you for taking on board the previous 
adjudicator’s remarks about the map – it was clear and easy to follow this year. Best wishes for the restructuring of 
the Daingean Development Association of which your group is a subcommittee; hopefully the updates will be of 
benefit to your group and the whole area.
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The road and footpath improvement works carried out on Main Street and Church Street have noticeably enhanced 
the village, making it much easier to walk safely around the town, with the pedestrian crossing, designated parking 
spaces, and bollards to prevent illegal/obstructive parking on the footpaths. The planting pits will add considerably to 
the appearance of Main Street when they are finished; do consider choosing plants that are insect/bee friendly as 
well as decorative (https://pollinators.ie/communities/). Many of the buildings in the town are very well-maintained 
and some have been painted in fine bright colours recently. Considerable effort has been made to clean and paint 
some of the unused buildings in the town and it is great to see that renovations are ongoing on other buildings to 
bring them back into use; this will enhance the streetscape further in the future. Hopefully the owners of the other 
disused properties will follow suit. There is a fine old building in a prominent position at Canal View that could be 
developed for a number of purposes, subject to the owner’s involvement/agreement, that could be a fine resource 
for the town too. The Heritage Trail sign at the green gives very good information on the history of the area and 
there is ample seating here to encourage locals and visitors alike to sit and enjoy the views; indeed, on a damp July 
morning, there were a few people sitting having a chat during the visit. It is good to see new housing developments 
in the town as this will add new life and activity in the future. Hopefully a fitting, permanent home can soon be found 
for the recently cleaned monument depicting the cattle fairs to display it appropriately for locals and visitors alike.
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some of the unused buildings in the town and it is great to see that renovations are ongoing on other buildings to 
bring them back into use; this will enhance the streetscape further in the future. Hopefully the owners of the other 
disused properties will follow suit. There is a fine old building in a prominent position at Canal View that could be 
developed for a number of purposes, subject to the owner’s involvement/agreement, that could be a fine resource 
for the town too. The Heritage Trail sign at the green gives very good information on the history of the area and 
there is ample seating here to encourage locals and visitors alike to sit and enjoy the views; indeed, on a damp July 
morning, there were a few people sitting having a chat during the visit. It is good to see new housing developments 
in the town as this will add new life and activity in the future. Hopefully a fitting, permanent home can soon be found 
for the recently cleaned monument depicting the cattle fairs to display it appropriately for locals and visitors alike.

Daingean is fortunate to have a good proportion of green spaces within the town, including the village green itself, 
the Grand Canal Greenway, and open space along the canal where some people were observed fishing during the 
visit. The village green with its seating, heritage notice board and some remnants of bygone days is a fine space for 
relaxing or walking. The old churchyard nearby is a nice peaceful spot and well-maintained. The Grand Canal 
Greenway offers lots of opportunities for relaxation and recreation, providing a safe environment for walking, jogging 
or cycling. There is a large, grassed area along the canal banks (behind the playground) that could be enhanced by 
some planting, reducing the amount of grass to be mown on a regular basis. There are some old bollards along the 
canal that could be easily refreshed by cleaning and repainting them and there are a few old concrete and timber 
seats in need of repair and repainting in this area also (may need owner’s agreement). There are some nicely 
planted areas around the town and the use of raised planters is generally only where plants can’t be grown directly 
in the ground. The beds of yellow and purple flowers planted in solidarity with the people of Ukraine were in full 
bloom during the visit.

As mentioned, Daingean has plenty green spaces in and around the town and these spaces are of great benefit of 
biodiversity and nature in the area, with bats and birds such as the swift nesting locally; your engagement with the 
relevant organisations will ensure that suitable conditions for these creatures are maintained and enhanced. The 
mowing regime at the village green has been adjusted to allow some longer grasses and wildflowers to grow around 
the boundaries, leaving shelter and corridors for wildlife to move through safely. Similarly, the old churchyard is 
well-maintained with some areas left longer for wildlife. The areas along the Grand Canal and the greenway are 
maintained with some areas mown regularly and others less often to create spaces that works for humans while 
providing safe places for insects/pollinators and wildlife. Reductions in lawn mowing allows grasses and wildflowers 
(such as the orchids) to grow, improving the habitats for biodiversity while reducing the costs and labour needed for 
frequent grass cutting. The greenway gives easier access to the natural boglands surrounding Daingean with their 
unique ecosystems; the change in policy regarding peat extraction from bogs will no doubt see a shift in the ranges 
of plants and wildlife found there over the coming years.

On the morning of the visit, Daingean was found to be very tidy with little sign of litter around the village. The regular 
litter picking is working well and it is great to see that you get great support from the residents for this right through 
the year. Delighted to see that the local GAA helped with the cleaning of the Town Square – this is a reasonably 
large space so many hands make light work! In the application you mentioned a dog fouling problem but from the 
adjudicator’s visit, your campaign and efforts to minimise this issue appear to be working well as very little sign of 
fouling was found. Finding the correct balance in managing weeds without applying herbicides is tricky and your 
group is doing well on this difficult task - there were some small weeds here and there, but ‘herbicide-free’ will 
require a change of mindset as you correctly point out. Some other towns and villages in Offaly have successfully 
campaigned to have the overhead cables placed underground, improving the street view, and removing poles so 
this is something that you could consider for the future; it is unlikely to happen quickly but may be worth considering.

Sustainability can appear to be a huge challenge but in reality, it can be very much about small gestures and some 
of your actions are relatively simple but very effective in improving your sustainability – rainwater harvesting to water 
plants, paperless meetings and communications through social media, reduction in the amount of grass cutting, and 
changing from annual bedding plants to perennials and shrubs (reducing peat usage and reducing costs each 
season). The use of the locally-sourced Alpaca manure as fertiliser for the flower beds ticks three sustainability 
boxes – recycling of valuable natural nutrients for the plants, sourced locally and reducing the use of often-imported 
mineral fertilisers which have a significant environmental impact in the manufacturing process – well done! 
Campaigns such as your ‘No Mow in May’ and the rainwater harvesting are great for raising awareness locally, 
encouraging others to play their part – many small parts can build up to a substantial improvement in sustainability. 
Growing your own plants and your move towards more sustainable planting is another comparatively simple but 
valuable method to increase sustainability – planting longer lasting plants that require less water, less composts, 
and reduced management saves time and energy that can be focused on other projects. In future entries, keep us 
informed of progress in your engagement with the SEAI on the community involvement with retrofitting of housing.

The residential streets and housing areas around the town were tidy and well-maintained. It’s great to see that most 
of the residents and businesses of Daingean take great pride in their properties and gardens which were very 
well-presented. Some boarded up buildings in the town appear to be for sale so hopefully the new owners will 
restore these fine buildings and open them up again; this would greatly enhance the streetscape. Perhaps some 
climbers/wall plants could be planted into the soil along the grey stone wall at Fr. Mullen Drive to bring some colour 
and variety to the view from the houses. The planting at recently completed Heather View housing should mature 
nicely over the next few years and the latest housing development mentioned in the application will further enhance 
the town.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



well-presented. Some boarded up buildings in the town appear to be for sale so hopefully the new owners will 
restore these fine buildings and open them up again; this would greatly enhance the streetscape. Perhaps some 
climbers/wall plants could be planted into the soil along the grey stone wall at Fr. Mullen Drive to bring some colour 
and variety to the view from the houses. The planting at recently completed Heather View housing should mature 
nicely over the next few years and the latest housing development mentioned in the application will further enhance 
the town.

The approach roads to Daingean are appropriately maintained and tidy, but not overly maintained. There is a fine 
view of the canal approaching from Edenderry and several people were fishing in the canal along the road. The new 
signage planned for the town will considerably enhance the approach roads to the town and inform people that they 
are entering a heritage town; perhaps some appropriate planting might be added at/around the signs to create a 
welcoming appearance. It is noted that your group plans to improve the lanes and create walking trails around the 
town; future adjudicators will hopefully have a walk along these walks in years to come.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Daingean has been active in the TidyTowns competition for over ten years and the town has been enhanced over 
that time by the projects carried out, both directly by the group and by the local authority. As a town with much 
heritage and natural amenities within and in the surrounding hinterland, you have great scope to continue to 
enhance the town. Your updated three years’ plan has plenty interesting projects for the future and no doubt 
adjudicators will enjoy visiting these projects as they are completed. We look forward to seeing your progress in the 
2023 TidyTowns entry!


