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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Congratulations on celebrating the centenary of Crinkill this year! You are most fortunate to have a strong 
TidyTowns committee with the benefit of being able to divide the tasks out among subcommittees; this keeps people 
engaged in completing their project and helps to prevent burnout if everyone is expected to be involved in every 
aspect of the work over the year. You also have a good team of volunteers, and the participation of the local school 
children bodes well for the future as many of them will maintain an interest in community affairs throughout their 
lives. Along with planning Crinkill’s centenary celebrations, you have been busy working to improve and enhance 
the area for everyone living and visiting there. Your village has lots of historical connections and it is great to see 
that your plans and efforts to commemorate and celebrate that history is receiving assistance and financial support 
from the many local and national organisations and businesses that you have been engaging with over the years. 
Creating a ‘destination’ is very important in attracting visitors to the area and being able to keep them there to 
contribute to the local economy is vital and your group have great plans to do that. You actively engage with the 
local community in many ways and encourage them to join in your activities, and you attract support from the 
businesses in the area to help deliver the improvement projects. The results of these collaborations are visible as 
soon as you arrive at Crinkill; the improvements greatly enhance the area and create a pleasant ambience in the 
village.
While you have many plans and ideas for the future, don’t forget to browse the latest TidyTowns handbook on the 
website to see the range of activities that other groups have been involved in – some of these may be larger scale 
and quite complex but there are many simple ideas that can easily be implemented with significant results.
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The improvement works carried out on Barrack Street have substantially enhanced the village with the trees, grass, 
and wildflowers on one side against the stone wall and some fine well-maintained buildings on the other side; the 
‘missing’ overhead cables are not missed at all and the repaired/renewed pavements with street bollards and the 
fine ‘old-fashioned’ streetlamps lead one back to a time when streetscapes were much less cluttered than many are 
today. The walkway created through the trees and wildflowers provides for a shady stroll on a hot summer’s day as 
it was during the visit and the seats offer an invitation to sit and take in the past and the present of Crinkill. The 
works around the monument reflect the respect of the village’s historical past. The pavement improvement works 
and the designated crossing points on Barrack Street should certainly make it safer for all to use and easier to cross 
the roads. During the visit, the pavement improvement works at Grove Street were in progress with some relatively 
freshly poured concrete in situ – hopefully it has all been completed now. Hopefully the unfinished and derelict 
properties can be brought back into use again, but we do realise that this is often beyond the scope of the group, 
despite their best efforts; some painting and window boxes on the terraced cottages on Military Road has tidied up 
and disguised the fact that the properties are uninhabited. The nearby thatched premises looks very well.
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freshly poured concrete in situ – hopefully it has all been completed now. Hopefully the unfinished and derelict 
properties can be brought back into use again, but we do realise that this is often beyond the scope of the group, 
despite their best efforts; some painting and window boxes on the terraced cottages on Military Road has tidied up 
and disguised the fact that the properties are uninhabited. The nearby thatched premises looks very well.

As Crinkill meets the rural hinterland, it can ‘borrow’ the fine views over the adjoining rural countryside to 
complement the existing green spaces in the village. The trees, grass and wildflowers on Barrack Street provide the 
residents with a lovely ‘linear park’ to enjoy, and at Grove Street, an area of grass and mature trees provides a 
shady area for residents young and old to enjoy. The fine wide grass margins and planting on Military Road 
complemented by the rows of trees along the road create a pleasant setting. There are also sizeable green areas at 
the entrances to many of the residential areas which could be further developed with suitable planting to encourage 
pollinators and wildlife, while helping to reduce the amount of labour required for grass cutting on an ongoing basis. 
The limited use of planters around the village adds a splash of summer colour at places where planting directly into 
the soil cannot be achieved.

In a relatively small village, Crinkill is fortunate to have good spaces for nature and biodiversity and your group has 
been busy enhancing these areas. A walk through the wildflowers at the Soldiers’ Garden is a delight and the bees 
were busy working there; the three trees will mature nicely over time but it might be no harm to tramp down some of 
the wildflowers and weeds immediately around the trees for the first couple of years to give them a better chance to 
grow. It is noted that you have applied for funding to improve access and egress to this area which will be welcome 
as scrambling over the wall at one end may not be considered dignified by all. The planting scheme at the school is 
very good and adds to your efforts to improve the biodiversity of the area, as do many of the roadside margins with 
their mixture of (natural) wildflowers and plants. Military Cemetery provides a refuge for wildlife and the sign 
explains what is growing there for visitors who may be unfamiliar with the plants. It’s good to see that some of the 
residents are reducing the amount of lawn mowing to allow grasses and wildflowers to grow in their gardens, 
contributing to biodiversity while reducing the costs and labour needed for mowing lawns.

Crinkill was found to be very tidy during the visit with little evidence of litter around the village. As mentioned earlier, 
the undergrounding of many of the overhead cables has greatly improved the appearance of the streets. In the 
application you mentioned the ongoing dog fouling issue but from the evidence during the visit, your campaign and 
efforts to minimise this problem appear to be working very well as the village was very clean. The regular litter 
picking and the physical weed control are all yielding good results; there were some small weeds along some of 
kerbs, but these would have been removed the following week I’m sure. Getting the right balance between not 
applying herbicides and managing the weeds is a difficult one and your group and CE Scheme worker are doing 
well on this tricky task. You mentioned waiting for a solar bin to be installed in the village but it had not arrived by the 
time the visit took place; next year’s adjudicator will see that. “One person’s wildflower is another person’s weed” 
and that problem can arise with wildflower planting – there were some docks and ragwort growing in some of the 
wildflower plots so it might be a good idea to prevent these going to seed to minimise the increasing dominance of 
them year on year.

Thank you very much for the information on the energy supplied by the solar panels on the Crinkill Sports and 
Recreation Centre; the financial value of the savings will have increased as the price of electricity continues to rise 
and these savings will be put to good use in organising suitable activities for the community. It’s a lesson to all that 
new developments/upgrading projects should consider using whatever suitable technologies are available to 
future-proof the buildings. Sustainability can be very much about small gestures and some of your other actions are 
relatively simple but very effective in improving the sustainability of the village – walking to paperless meetings, 
reusable coffee cups and water bottles and more energy-efficient Christmas lights for the village are all good 
examples of this. The reduced use of pesticides is commended and you are managing the extra weed issues very 
well. Moving to more sustainable planting is another relatively simple but very effective method to increase 
sustainability – using longer lasting plants that require less peat, less water and reduced care saves time and 
energy that can be directed to new projects. Your link with the Geashill group is a great way to share ideas and see 
successful projects carried out by other groups that you can implement in your area. Your 200 years old restored 
gate must definitely be one of the most sustainable projects in the country – I’m sure the blacksmith who made it 
never thought that it would still be in use over 200 years later!

The residential streets and housing areas around the village were tidy, well-maintained, and welcoming. The signs 
at the entry to the estates were clean and the grassed areas mown and tidy; a future project could reduce some of 
the grass cutting by planting suitable biodiversity-friendly plants, improving habitats, and reducing labour and fuel 
costs for cutting grass. It is obvious that the residents and businesses of Crinkill take great pride in their area as 
properties, gardens and green areas were very well-presented; this is of great assistance to your group as you carry 
out your endeavours every year. The replaced hoarding on Barrack Street is a major improvement over the previous 
hoarding and is very well-maintained.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



A noticeable tidy appearance is evident as soon as one approaches Crinkill, with well-maintained but not overly 
fussy natural wildflowers and plants along some of the rural approach roads and along part of Swag Street and a 
well-maintained appearance as soon as one turns onto Cemetery Road from the N52. The ongoing improvement 
works on the footpaths around the village will not only enhance the visual aspects but make it safer for young and 
old to walk along the roads.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Crinkill has been greatly enhanced over the years by the projects directly carried out by the group and by the works 
carried out by the local authority as the behest of the group. You have plenty interesting plans for the future in your 
five years’ plan and future adjudicators will enjoy visiting these projects. We look forward to seeing your progress in 
the 2023 entry!


