
618Clonbullogue - Cluain 
Bolg

Offaly

B

52

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Congratulations to Clonbollogue on fifty years of participation in the SuperValu TidyTowns competition! This is a 
great achievement for a place with a population of less than one thousand people – your committee of nine people 
along with 36 volunteers, the TUS worker and the local school children are commended for the fine job that you are 
doing for your village. It is great to see that you have developed strong links with the local authority, local 
development company and many other local and national organisations over the last fifty years to the benefit of your 
community through improvement works and sponsorship and your work is well-supported by local businesses and 
organisations such as the credit union and the GAA. It is heartening to see that your efforts over the years have 
been recognised in the form of awards to the village as a whole (e.g. Pride of Place, Climate Change Recognition 
Award) and to individual residents who have contributed significantly over the years. Availing of workers from the 
CE and TUS schemes is of great benefit to the group/village as the workers can spend their time carrying out 
maintenance and improvement works during the week while many volunteers may only be available in the evenings 
or at weekends. The committee has been active in organising events and activities for the community with the 
added benefit of raising funds to carry out projects, not always an easy task in these challenging times for families 
and communities.
It is good to see that Clonbollogue is involved in long term planning initiatives, such as the Clonbollogue Community 
Plan setting out a ten years’ plan for the area; such longer-term planning will assist you in choosing which projects 
to concentrate on each year and allow you to apply for funding or avail of local authority schemes to implement 
improvements. Your engagement with Green Offaly and the sustainability planning are timely as these issues are 
becoming ever more important for our communities and country.   
A previous adjudicator recommended putting the photographs into the relevant categories in the application form 
rather than a separate document and you have taken this on board; the downside is that the application form has 
double in length, but the new layout works better for the adjudicator in planning the visit to the area.
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years and may tie in very well with your ten years’ plan.
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Your activities in this category are clearly evident on a visit to the village – the pavement improvement works and 
the pedestrian crossing will offer a safe crossing point for young and old alike and encourage young people to walk 
or cycle to school rather than being dropped off. The fountain area is a fine development and great to see 
sustainability in a practical way with the solar panels powering the pump; the seating and planting here creates a 
pleasant ambience that will hopefully be availed of by the community. The cleaning, improvement and painting work 
carried out along the road through the village enhances the streetscape and helps to disguise the odd 
unused/derelict site – well done! The Slí na Sláinte river walk is a great amenity for the community offering a safe 
and easily accessible route to walk and exercise, while projects such as the bug hotel, bird nesting boxes, 
composting area and the fairy doors dotted here and there provide interest and learning opportunities for the 
younger members of the community. The old mill wheel and its environs with the picnic area is attractive, 
well-maintained and a nod to history, as is the well-preserved forge building near the bridge. A utility box was 
painted the same colour as the wall behind it helping to disguise these necessary but often unattractive boxes (in 
agreement with the utility company I’m sure).
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or cycle to school rather than being dropped off. The fountain area is a fine development and great to see 
sustainability in a practical way with the solar panels powering the pump; the seating and planting here creates a 
pleasant ambience that will hopefully be availed of by the community. The cleaning, improvement and painting work 
carried out along the road through the village enhances the streetscape and helps to disguise the odd 
unused/derelict site – well done! The Slí na Sláinte river walk is a great amenity for the community offering a safe 
and easily accessible route to walk and exercise, while projects such as the bug hotel, bird nesting boxes, 
composting area and the fairy doors dotted here and there provide interest and learning opportunities for the 
younger members of the community. The old mill wheel and its environs with the picnic area is attractive, 
well-maintained and a nod to history, as is the well-preserved forge building near the bridge. A utility box was 
painted the same colour as the wall behind it helping to disguise these necessary but often unattractive boxes (in 
agreement with the utility company I’m sure).

Clonbollogue is fortunate to have a number of green spaces in the village, near St. Patrick’s bridge, around the 
entrance to the river walk, in front of Woodlawn Drive and at the CDA building; these areas are supplemented by 
some grassy verges along the footpaths in places, giving a distinctly ‘green’ feel to the village. These areas are 
attractive and well-maintained, providing opportunities for recreation and fitness activities for all age groups right in 
the village. The use of attractive planters to brighten up areas with no opportunity to plant into the soil enhances the 
village and the colourful recycling of old ESB cable reels links the past and future together. The change in planting 
style moving away from annual plants to using perennial plants and shrubs with more benefits for pollinators and 
wildlife is welcomed – brightening up the planted area at St. Broughan’s Hall and similar planting at the village green 
near St Patrick’s bridge is maturing nicely and creates an attractive feature combined with the information boards 
and seating there. The water pump and planted barrel feature and the recently planted tree of hope enhance the 
green area nearby.

Clonbollogue is fortunate to be situated in a lovely rural area with the river, mature trees and fine farmland 
surrounding the village, all creating a range of habitats and ecosystems to support and shelter wildlife. The mowing 
regime has been changed to leave unmown areas of long grass and wildflowers to provide shelter and food for 
pollinators, insects, and wildlife; the signage explains the reasons for doing this and over time, native species of 
wildflowers will dominate these areas, creating attractive and beneficial habitats. There are a few attractive gardens 
with wildflowers in the village already and the new community orchard at the CDA building will be a great asset as it 
matures, both in terms of value to biodiversity and producing fruit in the locality. The school garden with its bug hotel 
has an attractive planting area of roses and pollinator-friendly plants, and the students will learn about nature and 
growing with the fruit and vegetable beds. The signage at the river walk informs locals and visitors alike about the 
birds, fish, and wildlife in the area while the Anglers’ Club’s sign clearly states that the area should be respected and 
cared for properly, with the fish being released back into the river again. The bug hotel, composting area and the 
bird boxes create safer habitats for wildlife, with options for the creatures to move along the hedgerows and out into 
the surrounding countryside.
You have already participated in initiatives such as the bat survey and have plans in place to evaluate and enhance 
nature and biodiversity in the area; hopefully suitable funding and assistance will be provided to support the 
proposed projects.

Clonbollogue was found to be very tidy during the adjudicator’s visit with little evidence of litter in any area during 
the visit. The overall appearance of the village was excellent and it is obvious that the local community takes pride in 
their village and help by maintaining their residences and premises. The installation of the Mutt Mitt stations at the 
ends of the river walk would appear to be working as there was very little evidence of dog fouling around the village. 
A damaged bollard near the old garage was one of the few things out of place in the village and some suckers 
appearing at the butt of some of the older trees could be removed to restore the fine appearance of the trees.

Many groups struggle with this category but your membership of Green Offaly and your engagement with SEAI 
demonstrate that your group is actively working on improving the sustainability of Clonbollogue. Among the readily 
noticeable improvements are the mixed shrub and perennial planting schemes at the school and at the village green 
area, the reduction in mowing (savings in labour and fuel costs) and the planting of wildflowers and the community 
orchard. These planting schemes tend to need less water and minimal care and attention when they become 
established, freeing up your resources to work on other projects and helping to preserve clean drinking water. The 
use of solar panels to supply power for the pump at the fountain and at the bridge has resulted in quantifiable 
savings already. Repairing and repainting the street furniture extends its usable lifetime and reduces the 
environmental impact of purchasing new furniture. Active projects such as composting natural materials, mulching 
the beds and harvesting rainwater all contribute to improving the sustainability of the area and recycling clothes has 
an even wider positive impact on the environment both locally and much further afield.

As already mentioned, the village was found to be tidy and that includes the residential and housing areas around 
the village. The green areas near the houses are well-maintained with grassed areas, mixed shrubberies, rose beds 
and areas of unmown grass and wildflowers; seats are dotted around the village to allow locals and visitors alike to 
rest and enjoy the amenities. Some of the pavements have been repaired/replaced and others are in good condition 
with little evidence of weeds growing along the kerbs or bottoms of the walls. Some mare’s tail weeds were 
observed in a bed at the entrance to Figile Manor and as it can become quite invasive, it would be a good idea to 
tackle it sooner rather than allowing it spread wildly. Otherwise, the entrances to the housing areas with tidy and 
inviting. The cleaning and painting carried out on the wall and the kerbs at the terrace is a great improvement in 
appearance.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



rest and enjoy the amenities. Some of the pavements have been repaired/replaced and others are in good condition 
with little evidence of weeds growing along the kerbs or bottoms of the walls. Some mare’s tail weeds were 
observed in a bed at the entrance to Figile Manor and as it can become quite invasive, it would be a good idea to 
tackle it sooner rather than allowing it spread wildly. Otherwise, the entrances to the housing areas with tidy and 
inviting. The cleaning and painting carried out on the wall and the kerbs at the terrace is a great improvement in 
appearance.

The approach roads are attractive and in good condition, with the overhanging trees creating a lovely dappled 
sunlight ambience as I approached the village; the approaches on the other roads were equally as nice. The 
previous adjudicator remarked on the planned pedestrian crossing which has now been completed to a high 
standard, improving safety for all using it. St Patrick’s bridge is a fine structure and looked bright and well in the 
sunshine. The area around the mill wheel and the river walkway was well-maintained, tidy and offered glimpses over 
the adjoining countryside as well as the river. Hopefully your proposal to carry out some repairs and improvements 
will be well-supported.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Clonbollogue is an attractive and well-maintained village, thanks in no short way to the efforts of the TidyTowns 
group and the local community over the last fifty years, collaborating with the local authority and other groups to 
enhance their area. Best wishes for the next fifty years and we look forward to receiving your 51st entry in 2023!


