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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Congratulations on retaining your silver medal in 2021 and it is obvious from visiting Birr that you have been busy 
maintaining and enhancing the town; you have been participating in the TidyTowns competition since 1984 and I am 
delighted to hear that participation and interest among your committee and volunteers has increased again this 
year! Having an active Junior TidyTowns committee is a great bonus and bodes well for the future! You are 
fortunate to have a larger committee which allows you to divide the various tasks and activities among some 
subcommittees, making the workload more manageable for all concerned.
Having three workers on the TUS scheme is a great help to the committee and volunteers and your collaboration 
with the Court Services is certainly a new and welcome innovation for this adjudicator. It is great to hear that the 
non-nationals who live around Birr are actively involved in the various activities around the town; this provides 
welcome opportunities for integration, engagement, and new friendships in the community. 
Your involvement with Birr 20:20, the local authority and the various local and national organisations and groups has 
yielded great benefits for the town over the years and provides many opportunities to collaborate with the other 
groups actively working in Birr and has yielded finances which have been put to good use for the benefit of the town 
and its residents. The updated three years plan is detailed and provides your group with challenges and direction for 
the future years. A considerable number of events and activities have taken place during the last year and your 
group are very active in promoting your activities and events around the town, ensuring that everyone is aware of 
and can participate if they wish to do so.
Thank you for taking on board the recommendation of the previous adjudicator to shorten the length of your 
submission - a good start made and please continue the editing in the future. Map B was very useful – all the main 
items and places colour-coded on one A4 page – well done!
The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of suggestions for 
suitable projects to consider for future years – a task that can be difficult for a group that has been as active and 
diligent as the Birr TidyTowns group.
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Birr is indeed a town with a long and rich historical past and the streetscapes with their buildings from different 
generations ably expresses that history. There are many fine buildings in the town and many of them are very 
well-maintained; there are some stone buildings that have been sympathetically restored to an excellent standard 
and some of the local businesses are helping your cause considerably also. The area at John’s Mall with the freshly 
painted white chains looks very well with some fine established lime trees to compliment the terrace and other fine 
buildings nearby. The railings and standard lamps nearby have benefitted well from the cleaning and painting and 
certainly add to the ambience of the area. It is heartening to see that some of the previously derelict properties have 
been painted to a high standard and the return of the Golden Brush awards and the clubs’ competition will certainly 
help in your efforts going forward. The work at the row of old cottages heavily disguises the fact that they are 
derelict, and the planting further improves their appearance with some roses and lavender looking very well in the 
summer evening sun during the visit. 
Signage is often commented on in the TidyTowns reports and Birr has some very attractive signs giving directions 
with an estimate of the amount of time to reach the destination; there are also some carved paving slabs giving 
directions – a great idea that reduces clutter by lessening the number of signposts needed. The cleaning and 
repainting of the street furniture and fittings around the town is a great improvement too. You are fortunate to have 
two squares in the town and the planting in both is attractive; the old fuel pumps in Emmet Square are an appealing 
artifact, well-maintained and hark back to times when fuel was much cheaper! The pavement improvement works 
and the black metal bollards are a great addition to the streetscape and the widening of the pavements where 
suitable is welcome as we think more about outdoor dining and recreation after the COVID19 restrictions which 
affected indoor activities.
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painted white chains looks very well with some fine established lime trees to compliment the terrace and other fine 
buildings nearby. The railings and standard lamps nearby have benefitted well from the cleaning and painting and 
certainly add to the ambience of the area. It is heartening to see that some of the previously derelict properties have 
been painted to a high standard and the return of the Golden Brush awards and the clubs’ competition will certainly 
help in your efforts going forward. The work at the row of old cottages heavily disguises the fact that they are 
derelict, and the planting further improves their appearance with some roses and lavender looking very well in the 
summer evening sun during the visit. 
Signage is often commented on in the TidyTowns reports and Birr has some very attractive signs giving directions 
with an estimate of the amount of time to reach the destination; there are also some carved paving slabs giving 
directions – a great idea that reduces clutter by lessening the number of signposts needed. The cleaning and 
repainting of the street furniture and fittings around the town is a great improvement too. You are fortunate to have 
two squares in the town and the planting in both is attractive; the old fuel pumps in Emmet Square are an appealing 
artifact, well-maintained and hark back to times when fuel was much cheaper! The pavement improvement works 
and the black metal bollards are a great addition to the streetscape and the widening of the pavements where 
suitable is welcome as we think more about outdoor dining and recreation after the COVID19 restrictions which 
affected indoor activities.

Birr is fortunate to have the Camcor river flowing through the town and the parks along the river were busy during 
the visit, with some young people cooling off in the river, others playing and relaxing in the park and both sculptures 
being used as seats! The area is spacious with a good network of footpaths, ample seating, and picnic benches 
(many obviously recently cleaned and painted!) and a range of fitness equipment with instructions for use (LifeTrail), 
leaving people with no excuse to not make good use of the facilities there. The park was clean and tidy and in line 
with current thinking, areas were left unmown to encourage wildlife and pollinators/insects. Good quality signage 
explains the types of wildlife that visitors and locals alike might see, and the Croneen Trout sign is attractive and 
provides lots of information on this unique creature which is strongly associated with the area. 
The replanted castle bank is establishing very well and there are many pockets of planting and green space around 
the town which are attractive, including the entrance to St. Brendan’s Villas and the redesigned picnic area on the 
R439 which is maturing very well with a good mixture of fruit trees/bushes and pollinator-friendly ornamental plants. 
The wheelchair/buggy access is an excellent addition as are the sturdy picnic benches. The green area and trees at 
John Farrell’s field was tidy and well-maintained and could possibly be further enhanced in future years.

As already mentioned, Birr is fortunate to have the Camcor river running through the town and the development of 
the parks along the river offer opportunities for nature and biodiversity to flourish near the centre of the town. The 
Croneen trout is a fine example of a unique local species and part of the success story may be attributed to the 
cleanliness of the river itself. More spaces for wildlife have been created by reducing the amount of grass mowing in 
the parks, allowing longer grass growth with wildflowers and other plants to provide food sources and 
shelter/protection for the various creatures and insects – over time the ecosystems become more diverse as extra 
species live and breed there. You are fortunate to have links with various agencies and organisations promoting 
biodiversity and have access to a wealth of valuable knowledge in Dr. John Feehan. The decision to choose 
suitable plants to provide food and shelter for wildlife/pollinators is welcomed as many of these plants are perennial 
or shrubby, needing less care and attention after they have established and reappearing each spring or growing 
seasonally throughout the year. The use of fruit trees and pollinator-friendly plants at the picnic area on the 
Banagher road (where the bees were very busy collecting nectar) and in some of the street planters is commended 
– it was interesting to see apples growing and ripening very well in containers on the street! Birr Castle Demesne is 
renowned for its trees and the selection of habitats it contains to protect and enhance the biodiversity of the area; 
those creatures will make good use of the green areas and planting that has been taking place around the town. 
The planting of the mini orchards and additional native trees around the town will bring benefits for this and future 
generations.

As mentioned on your entry form, sustainability is a journey rather than a destination and it is great to see that the 
schools around the town are actively engaged in activities to promote and improve sustainability and continue to 
work towards achieving further green flags for their schools. This bodes very well for the future of Birr in a sector 
that is becoming more challenging and important as each year passes. The school gardens are an excellent way to 
introduce the children to the concepts of growing their own healthy food and choosing plants that support wildlife 
and pollinators. With the great work being done by all the schools, it is great to see the Gaelscoil developing a new 
‘Cód Glas’ for Energy, promoting sustainability through our native language – maith sibh! 
Composting suitable materials at the Banbh Market supplies compost for use in your other activities, recycling 
valuable compost and nutrients that would be lost if dumped in landfill. The Growery is a fine resource in the town 
and it is great to see the produce being used locally; hopefully the geodesic domes will get recovered to extend the 
space available over time. While they add considerably to the streetscape (especially in areas where there is no 
other option to grow plants), the reduction in the number of hanging baskets is timely when we need to reconsider 
our use of valuable resources such as peat/compost and water; harvesting rainwater helps to preserve valuable 
drinking water. The use of wildlife-friendly plants and perennials reduces both the requirement for constant watering 
and the cost of replacing bedding plants every season or two. Recycling and replanting the Christmas trees is a 
relatively simple task but one that effectively reduces the number of trees being cut down each year. People in Birr 
are actively involved in a number of diverse sustainable projects from distributing food through the Food Cloud 
scheme to examining energy usage to improving public and personal transport methods.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



Birr was found to be very tidy during the adjudicators visit on a busy July day, a testament to actions of the 
committee, the volunteers, the TUS scheme workers and the school children who take part in the TidyTowns 
activities – well done to all involved! Collecting in excess of 8,000 bags of litter in one year is a monumental 
achievement – hopefully, the public will consider bringing more of their litter home for disposal to reduce the burden 
on the TidyTowns group and the local authority. It would appear that your persistence in highlighting the dog fouling 
problem is beginning to yield results as the problem was not very evident during the visit. 
The regular road sweeping and footpath cleaning is proving very effective as the roads and paths were generally 
very clean and there were few weeds growing along the edges of the road/kerbs, an increasingly difficult task as 
more and more local authorities/community groups are deciding to reduce/stop using herbicides. The bins around 
the town were in good condition and little evidence of dumping was found at the bring/recycling centre; the 
skatepark and the playground could not be faulted during the visit either. Birr is a busy town with a lot of local and 
passing traffic which necessitates a lot of signage, so it will be difficult and require some innovative solutions 
working with the local authority and the NRA to reduce the number of signs – perhaps as we rely more and more on 
electronic devices to guide us, the need for physical signs will decrease!

scheme to examining energy usage to improving public and personal transport methods.

Most of the residential streets and housing areas were found to be very tidy, with very little or no litter/dog fouling 
evident; it is evident that many of the residents have ‘bought into’ the TidyTowns message and take pride in their 
individual properties and the residential areas they live in. At Hollypark Drive, the place was tidy and included fruit 
trees and a bug hotel, while the recreational facilities at McCauley Drive were found to be tidy too; raised ironwork 
on the roadways in a nearby new estate was noted but presumed that it would be fixed when all works are 
completed. The works carried out at the row of derelict cottages and the planting there is commended. Other 
residential streets and housing areas were equally impressive in terms of tidiness and general upkeep of the 
gardens and public spaces. The job of the adjudicators for the Estates competition will not be an easy one!

Approaching Birr from any direction gives a sense that you are approaching a town where considerable work and 
energies are expended on an ongoing basis to improve and enhance the town. There were some lovely pink roses 
and wildflower margins approaching from the Roscrea side and the picnic area on the Banagher road is an 
attractive and welcoming spot to stop. Your efforts to have the fallen wall reinstated opposite the roses are noted 
and it is accepted that the cooperation of landowners may be slower than the committee member would ideally like. 
The impressive Birr Gateway Sculpture on the N52 alerts those approaching from the north; it is unfortunate that the 
box hedging is dying off here – have you checked if it is box blight (Calonectria spp.) that may be causing the 
problem? Your plan to replace it with a local wildflower mix makes good sense as the plants may not recover if they 
have box blight.
The improvement works at Green Street are a big improvement and credit is due to the local authority for carrying 
out the works; your group have already earmarked other projects for the future. The lanes and pavements were 
clean and some footpaths had been recently replaced/repaired. The dog fouling issue mentioned in your application 
form was not particularly evident during the visit.
The plans to develop walking routes to link up the various areas around the town with the boardwalk at Killaun Bog 
is ambitious but will be of great benefit to the town and the surrounding areas in years to come.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Birr is a town with great history, and given the levels of activity, enthusiasm, and energy around the town, a bright 
future is predicted for the town. The trip to the Killaun boardwalk was a welcome diversion even if the entrance was 
quite difficult to find despite the map provided. The Greater Killaun Project will be very interesting to see in the future 
and we look forward to receiving your entry in 2023!


