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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu TidyTowns competition. Thank you for your entry and for your endeavours and 
commitment to your improving your community. Best wishes for the future.
Your TidyTowns group has been active for in excess of 20 years and the efforts and work completed over the years 
is immediately noticeable when arriving in the town. The number of volunteers who help the committee to complete 
the various projects shows a strong commitment to maintaining the local area. I was impressed to read that you 
have two secondary school level students on your committee and that the second class national school children and 
Transition Year students regularly participate in your efforts to keep Banagher tidy; this bodes well for the future! 
The links that you have developed with local, statutory, and national bodies have all reaped rewards for the 
community through support for the work that you have carried out over the years. The link with Offaly Local 
Development Company providing workers under the TUS and RSS schemes is particularly valuable as the workers 
are available to complete projects throughout the year in conjunction with the committee and the volunteers.   
Banagher has a rich historical past and the project with Waterways Ireland to preserve and enhance the Fort Eliza 
site is an ambitious undertaking – hopefully your bronze heritage award will be upgraded in future years! During the 
visit to Banagher, it was obvious that locals and visitors alike were making good use of the amenities around the 
town.
Your updated three-year plan shows ambition for the future and provides a template to guide your efforts over the 
next few years. The latest version of the TidyTowns Handbook is available on the website - it includes plenty of 
suggestions for suitable projects to consider for future years. Thank you for providing the map to help guide us 
through the town – unfortunately it didn’t print very well onto an A4 page so it might be worth checking that for future 
submissions (this year it wasn’t too difficult to find the projects so it wasn’t a serious issue).
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Banagher is a town with some fine examples of historic buildings combined with more modern architecture. We look 
forward to seeing the Conservation Plan when it is launched and we are confident that it will be very beneficial to the 
town in the future. The efforts completed to date to preserve and protect the historic buildings are highly 
commended.
It is obvious that a great number of the businesses and property owners in Banagher take pride in their premises 
and the streetscape as many of the buildings are very well presented, including both traditional and modern 
facades; it is good to hear that there are plans to refurbish some of the other buildings which have deteriorated into 
poor condition and we look forward to seeing them restored in future years. The Architectural and Tourism Master 
plan will be a great asset in developing these aspects of the town into the future.
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plan will be a great asset in developing these aspects of the town into the future.

On arrival in the town, I availed of parking at Banagher Park, a great resource for the town; there were people 
walking dogs, others exercising, and a number of people were availing of the outdoor swimming pool nearby. The 
signs in the park were very informative and gave some good information on the town as I began the visit. The Fairy 
Garden is another fine space in the town and provides opportunities for exploration and play for young people, 
combined with informative resources such as the bug hotel and the pollinator planting. Recent mixed shrub and 
herbaceous planting at the barracks car park will mature to greatly enhance the area in front of the walls. A tree with 
a metal tree guard in the adjoining car park area might benefit from the removal of sucker growth. The selective use 
of planters around the town helps brighten up areas where there is no option to plant directly into the soil; those 
near the well-maintained Billiard Hall have an interesting selection of plants in them. Some weeds growing from the 
stone walls nears the bridge should be regularly monitored to ensure that they don’t dislodge the stones from the 
wall, e.g. valerian, ivy and even an odd ragwort.

As noted by the previous adjudicator, you are fortunate to have the Shannon Callows SAC close by which provides 
a rich (and protected) site for nature and biodiversity. It is a pity that the changing seasonal patterns have displaced 
the corncrake but perhaps these changes are to the benefit of the breeding waders and the wildflower meadows. 
Many of your other activities are also beneficial to the wildlife in the local area such as the swift boxes, additional 
native tree planting, and following the National Pollinator Plan guidelines in selecting new planting. The recent 
planting along the wall at the old barracks includes a mixture of shrubs and herbaceous plants which should be very 
beneficial to pollinators and other insects in the future, as well as being an attractive visual asset there. The low 
input maintenance of the graveyards is also commended as these areas tend to minimise disruption to the wildlife 
while providing relatively safe spaces to forage and nest/breed. Leaving some of the roadside verges to grow 
naturally is another help in this task and it is great to hear that the Himalayan Balsam appears to have died out. The 
secondary school’s decision to choose biodiversity for their fifth green flag will help to enhance the area for 
biodiversity and nature and maybe more significantly, will raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity and 
nature in the school community and its hinterland.

The town was found to be very tidy during the adjudicator’s visit, even though it was evident that there were a good 
number of visitors to the area enjoying the local amenities as well. The ongoing information campaign on Facebook 
and the help extended by Offaly County Council, combined with the regular litter picks by the committee, volunteers, 
school children and the scheme workers, appear to be working very well. There was no evidence of littering or 
dumping at the bring centre and the pavements were pleasantly free of signs of dog fouling, so your hard work and 
publicity techniques have been paying dividends for the overall tidiness of the town. The footpaths and along the 
kerbs were largely weed-free so well done on that, especially as you are no longer using herbicides for weed 
control. As noted above, do be careful of the weeds growing from the lovely stone walls near the bridge to prevent 
any damage to the walls.

You have identified a number of very good projects in this area; most of them are relatively simple to implement but 
bring returns well beyond the initial costs such as planting native trees, harvesting rainwater to water the planted 
containers and supporting projects for the local school children and preschool groups. The national school projects 
in composting, recycling and energy and water conservation are very timely and will last with the children through 
their lifetimes. As someone who walked to school many years ago, it is encouraging to see that the school is 
working on the Safe Routes to School for their fourth Green Flag, encouraging the children to interact with nature 
and get exercise on their way to and from school. The pavement repairs and the new pedestrian crossing will help 
make the journeys to school safer. It is encouraging to see that the children at the local playschool are engaging in 
projects around nature and great to see it continue through their primary education and on into their secondary 
education; hopefully these good foundations will last with them for life.

As mentioned above, the town itself was found to be very tidy and this was also observed in the residential streets 
and the housing areas around the town; all the areas visited were found to be tidy and most properties were 
well-maintained, demonstrating a strong pride in both their residential area and the town by the residents. It must be 
heartening for the group to see progress being made towards completing the unfinished buildings and restoring 
some of the buildings that have deteriorated over the years; these works combined with some of the obvious recent 
improvements to other buildings in the town will improve the appearance of the town, and no doubt garner extra 
points in future years. No doubt, Town Centre Living Initiative will also contribute to the restoration and 
enhancement of the buildings in the town as the initiative is rolled out; we look forward to seeing the results in 
future.

The approach roads to Banagher are well-maintained and in keeping with up-to-date consensus on pollinator and 
wildlife-friendly methods; there are areas which are allowed to grow and the wildflowers provide food for the bees 
and insects and there are other areas which are maintained more frequently. The Fáilte sign, the anchor and the 
nearby commemoration were very well cared for and the boat full of flowers was a welcoming sight. The use of 
pollinator-friendly planting is a welcome addition and recommended when new planting is being considered.
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and insects and there are other areas which are maintained more frequently. The Fáilte sign, the anchor and the 
nearby commemoration were very well cared for and the boat full of flowers was a welcoming sight. The use of 
pollinator-friendly planting is a welcome addition and recommended when new planting is being considered.

Concluding Remarks:

It is obvious that the TidyTowns committee and the residents of Banagher have already completed a lot of work to 
enhance the town; your own updated three years plan combined with the Architectural and Tourism Master plan for 
Banagher Marina and the restoration of some of the unfinished/derelict properties will considerably enhance the 
town. Your ambitious plans to preserve the many historic buildings around the town and to make them available to 
locals and visitors alike are commended. Well done and we look forward to seeing your progress again in 2023!


