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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... Welcome to the 
2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns competition. We extend a warm welcome to Smithborough. In just a few short years 
you have built up excellent connections with local businesses, schools and residents. We read with interest how 
your community has benefited from your involvement and now you can see the changes. You are forging strong 
links with Monaghan CoCo, Ballybay/Clones Municipal District and Monaghan Public Participation Network. It’s 
great to see you all working so well together. Good to hear of your new partnership and assisting with the roll out of 
meals on wheels for the community. Your utilization of social media to communicate with the entire community 
ensures everyone is kept up to date and acknowledging feedback is important in building a responsive community. 
It is good to note the involvement of local schools and GAA club Eire Og. We commend the committee for the way 
you have built up a working arrangement with the younger generation. These people may later become committee 
members and are the future of Smithborough – well done. You mention you are working on a Community Plan as 
this is something we always recommend to the participants. A multiyear plan allows communities to phase the tasks 
in light of available manpower and finances. Involvement and engagement are key to success and your Summer 
Festival was a great way to get everyone together and keep spirits high, not to mention great fun! Congratulations to 
all concerned and keep up the good work.
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The issue of derelict buildings in so many towns and villages has certainly not gone away. We realise the obstacles 
that sometimes present themselves in trying to deal with this issues and it is encouraging to hear that plans are in 
progress for a number of vacant business premises. We appreciate this is a big undertaking and wish you every 
success in bringing it to fruition. You certainly have some lovely well-kept properties. Skule Inn was very well 
presented, with lovely flowers. Mace, the Church and the GAA are neat and well maintained. Well done to the 
volunteers in the maintenance of the grounds of the Chill out garden – what an impact this small space makes for 
the area.
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You continue to maintain all green spaces in the village and carried out work to remove diseased poplar trees. We 
hope to see progress on the Tree carvings for next year’s competition and they will tell the history of the village, 
nicely portrayed on video by the students of Scoil Mhuire Magherarney. The planting of 25 June berry’s is a lovely 
memorial to loved ones lost in Covid. It has been a terrible time for communities and people can draw comfort from 
being able to visit and sit in peace. The mural painting here was very well done. The proposed Community orchard 
is an exciting initiative in Mulladuff. The Community Chillout area is presented well with the path network kept clear 
of litter and debris. We read that you are extending the flowering periods of your beds and green areas by adding 
spring bulbs and your own Christmas trees. Your hanging baskets and flower boxes were colourful and welcoming. 
The ongoing enhancement of this area is to supported and applauded. We would encourage you to prepare an 
overall landscape strategy for the village to cover the timespan of your village plan. A small amount of planting done 
each year will build up and try to provide year round seasonal interest of form, colour and texture through the 
planting of hedges, shrubs and trees with the incorporation of native and pollinator-friendly plants into planting 
schemes where appropriate.

24

48

6

27

30

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

221

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

22

35

26

23

5

47

26

29

213

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 221

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

30/06/2022

 



is an exciting initiative in Mulladuff. The Community Chillout area is presented well with the path network kept clear 
of litter and debris. We read that you are extending the flowering periods of your beds and green areas by adding 
spring bulbs and your own Christmas trees. Your hanging baskets and flower boxes were colourful and welcoming. 
The ongoing enhancement of this area is to supported and applauded. We would encourage you to prepare an 
overall landscape strategy for the village to cover the timespan of your village plan. A small amount of planting done 
each year will build up and try to provide year round seasonal interest of form, colour and texture through the 
planting of hedges, shrubs and trees with the incorporation of native and pollinator-friendly plants into planting 
schemes where appropriate.

We note the first step has been taken for a Habitat survey. This will help you identify key features present in the 
landscape and highlight the areas in need of special protection and inform planners of important habitats so that any 
development can take this into account. Please enclose a copy in next year’s entry. It is great to see you continue to 
follow your pollinator planting programme and it demonstrates what this category is all about – encouraging 
communities to create sustainable biodiversity areas. The wildflower patches are well established – any monitoring 
of bees and butterflies here? I am including a link to a short video here to show how to do the FIT count – 
Https://pollinators.ie/videos/. Any projects with the local primary school in terms of Biodiversity topics?

There was no litter in Smithborough on the day of visit so well done to all involved in your litter picks and in the 
National Spring Clean. You segregate the litter where possible. A vote of thanks to your CE worker and Monaghan 
Co Co for all their work in the village. You have an organised approach and the residents of Maple Grove now have 
their own Residents Association. It shows good community spirit that local people keep their own patch tidy. A small 
number of improvements are possible. Kerbs and footpaths could be further improved by more regular 
maintenance. Do your volunteers carry a hoe with them to help remove weed growth? Tell us next year. It is great to 
see you are striving to find a weed control strategy that does not rely on chemicals. Don’t forget to tell us about your 
litter awareness activities so that we can award you marks accordingly.

This has become a very important category and it represents an excellent opportunity to improve your overall 
performance. Your committee have demonstrated a good understanding in your efforts. We note from your 
application that you have engaged with local businesses/ schools to spread the word on all the “R” words. Recycling 
GAA gear, uniforms, plastic and your ‘Play the old way’ festival are all great ways of raising environmental 
awareness and we urge you to explore some other projects ideas with youth groups and others. Why not discuss 
this with the Local Environmental Officer, as they should be able to suggest projects that they could assist you with. 
We are interested in hearing how you raise awareness of the need to reduce waste and use resources sustainably 
in the wider community. For example, a workshop on growing flowers from seed or cuttings is a suggestion. Can we 
increase the % of Walk on Wednesday? Some activities were obviously curtailed due to the pandemic, however it 
was great to note the 6th Green Flag. Fantastic Achievement.

You seem to have harnessed the support of residents of housing estates. Delighted to see you launched the ‘Pride 
of Place’ campaign and this will create a buzz in the village. We hope the ‘Best Kept Garden’ competition will be 
successful as gardens are a really important wildlife resource and can be an important habitat in the village. The 
new fence is almost completed at The Meadows. Good to see you have an overall plan of works and this is kindly 
supported by the local authority and CE worker.

The approach roads were clear and neat. Roadside signage clean and legible. Landscaping well maintained. These 
all combined to convey a good impression. You mention a number of works to be carried out to footpaths, fencing 
and bridges on approach roads – these will add greatly to the enjoyment of your village to residents and visitors 
alike. Any soft landscaping around welcome signs should consider guidance available through the All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

A lot has been accomplished in the last few years notwithstanding the numerous restrictions on activities and we 
look forward to the completion of many projects next year. Well done everybody.


