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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... Welcome to the 
2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns competition. Thank you, Ballybay for your entry form and supporting material. We see 
that you are a committee of 24 active members and that many residents associations also contribute to your work all 
year round. You receive support from a number of organisations all of whom you have listed in your application 
form. Communicating your activities through items in the Northern Standard, Facebook and with poster/bulletin 
campaigns is obviously raising great awareness of your activities. Involving the young people in creating your future 
is commended. We are delighted to see they are involved in your litter patrols, seed sowing and promoting wildlife 
habitats. We would like to congratulate you in your 6th year in the competition and it is pleasing to read you take the 
advice of the judges on board and you are grateful for all the funding received to make it all happen. We hope this 
encourages you to participate far into the future and we look forward to seeing the realisation of many new projects 
in the coming years.
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Great to hear of property owners becoming involved with the Town & Village Enhancement Scheme. It was clear 
during adjudication that the town’s painting scheme is in full swing as many buildings had a fresh coat of paint and 
more in the pipeline. Stookies Bar on main street looked tremendously well. Smyths, Bill’s, Ballybay Pharmacy, 
Credit Union, Bluebells and Carragher’s looked smart. Both church grounds were well landscaped and very neat. 
Likewise, the Community College. The Market House, a landmark building is an imposing structure. Like many rural 
towns in Ireland, you have several unoccupied business premises/houses, but we see you are addressing this. Are 
there any plans to renovate the Riverdale Hotel as part of the scheme? (We did note the scaffolding). We would like 
to commend the excellent work done so far and we acknowledge the assistance of the Council in delivering these 
projects. In general, the presentation of shop fronts is of good standard. We are pleased to read the addition of light 
to the Water Tower, the new walkway and town carpark. The river is a beautiful feature, and we admired the bench 
and colorful planters at the entrance to Loch Mor Avenue with its ‘cupla focal as gaeilge’.
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You have many scenic spaces along the banks of Lough Major. Great mature trees for shade, shelter and homes to 
many animals and birds; swans and ducks eagerly waiting on some bread from visitors. We noted and admired the 
landscaping in Riverview Lane. The Award-winning playground is a splendid amenity in the town and the favorite 
spot for many families and visitors to enjoy, spacious with great views - there are plenty of excuses to linger here! 
Picnic benches, information signs and access to good toilet facilities were some of the facilities enjoyed. Great work 
done. The planting beds all look good and provide a welcoming feature for visitors to the town. The use of 
herbaceous perennial type planting schemes is always recommended. Lavender, catmints, and delphiniums really 
appealing, dotted around the town. Lilies at the school were at their prime and eye-catching.  Planting native birch 
trees is highly commendable too. Wylies Hill planting will add protection from noise and wind while looking more 
pleasant and providing a valuable habitat for wildlife. Well done on the provision of bee friendly shrubs and flowers 
to promote the objectives of the All -Ireland Pollinator plan. Are you making progress on winter/spring bulb planting 
schemes of snowdrops, crocuses, fritillaria, or alliums? Good to see the restored plough and Harrow in the Green.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

276

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

37

34

41

29

11

54

31

31

268

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 276

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

30/06/2022

 



Picnic benches, information signs and access to good toilet facilities were some of the facilities enjoyed. Great work 
done. The planting beds all look good and provide a welcoming feature for visitors to the town. The use of 
herbaceous perennial type planting schemes is always recommended. Lavender, catmints, and delphiniums really 
appealing, dotted around the town. Lilies at the school were at their prime and eye-catching.  Planting native birch 
trees is highly commendable too. Wylies Hill planting will add protection from noise and wind while looking more 
pleasant and providing a valuable habitat for wildlife. Well done on the provision of bee friendly shrubs and flowers 
to promote the objectives of the All -Ireland Pollinator plan. Are you making progress on winter/spring bulb planting 
schemes of snowdrops, crocuses, fritillaria, or alliums? Good to see the restored plough and Harrow in the Green.

The Community Garden is up and running and your promotion of an environmentally friendly gardening approach is 
commended. As a committee you have been proactive in commissioning a Biodiversity plan specifically for your 
project. Your partnership with the Men’s Shed has achieved significant results and this looked extremely inviting 
with work carried out to a high standard. A large body of work has been completed and we look forward to the 
polytunnel, potting shed and gazebo as well as more new participants to the allotments in the coming years. Good 
to be working to a plan. We loved all the planting around the town with lovely burst of colour throughout. Your focus 
on native and pollinator friendly serve you well.

There was very little litter noted in the town on adjudication day so keep this going. Great to hear you were able to 
hold the Annual Spring Clean. Your coordinated effort with the local authority, especially the commitment and 
attention of council worker, Michael Murphy ensures you keep on top of cleaning and litter to the highest possible 
standard. Good to hear the council is trialing the use of foam stream for establishing a weed control strategy that 
does not rely on chemicals. Let us know how this strategy is working. The recycling area had bags and household 
items dumped beside the bins, would CCTV present a solution. The overhead wires are a distraction in the 
streetscape, and we hope they will be undergrounded. You have harnessed the support of businesses in keeping 
their premises neat & tidy. It’s a nice touch having ‘Best kept Premises’ and many thanks to your sponsor Gerry Mc 
Elroy. Keep up all your initiatives in this category.

This category of the competition is about using resources wisely and you have included many iniatives in this 
regard. Your approach to water harvesting and composting are invaluable to sustainability and these activities tie in 
with responsible consumption and production goals. Do you segregate litter collected during Spring Clean?  Do 
provide some statistics next year where possible. The development of the allotments will show people how easy it 
can be to ‘grow your own’ and have fun. Tidy towns committees have a role in raising awareness of resource 
management. The information panels about Dromore River are great ways of raising awareness about our 
waterways which are facing multiple threats and putting pressure on the diverse wildlife that call our rivers home, for 
example, our otters. It is recommended that you speak to the Environmental Officer in Monaghan for advice and 
assistance on suitable events/training. Other ideas for suitable projects can be found in the tidy town’s handbook.

Many residential homes and estates were beautifully presented. We commend all the homeowners for their efforts. 
Loved the sweet pea corridor at the entrance to Corrybrennan Park and their wildlife sanctuary was admired and 
shows how residents have the potential to bring great energy to an area. O Duffy’s and Shamrock Terrace were 
similarly impressive. Householders might be encouraged to participate in a wild garden bird survey. Recently 
painted dwellings made a significant contribution to the visual amenity of the town. Cuain Mhuire and Kepak looked 
very well with its well-maintained grassed areas and trees.

Your emphasis on the significance of the first impression to visitors was seen in the attention given to the upkeep of 
entrances to the town and verges well maintained and planting in good order. Digital speed signs obscured by 
branches on school road at Traynor’s shop. Park and Lough signs not visible at entrance opposite Wyllie’s Hill. We 
suggest you undertake an audit of poles and signs and see where improvements can be made. Road markings 
were a bit worn and will need attention in the future. The commitment of the CE workers is commended.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit and in this your 6th year you have progressed well and are beginning to see results on the 
ground. Keep up the great work enhancing your locality and spreading the word to all about the importance of 
biodiversity and sustainability in improving the quality of life for all in Ballybay. We look forward to returning in 2023!


