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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...Welcome to the 2022 
Supervalu Tidy Towns competition. Many thanks for your application form and map. The photos that accompany 
your application were very helpful. I note that the 3 year matrix concludes in 2022 and would encourage your 
committee to review progress regarding planned projects. Times have been difficult and your adherence to the 
restrictions over the past 2 years is much appreciated. You have not encouraged any gatherings due to the age 
profile of your committee and volunteers. You maintained connections online with Monaghan Tidy Towns Network 
and the schools kept you informed off environmental projects. This small rural community has demonstrated a very 
focused strategy to community development and received the National Pride of Place Awards in 2008. This success 
has been recognised by Monaghan Credit Union and Ardaghey ICA, kindly sponsoring seats. The most important 
addition to the community is the Amenity park, a joint effort with Ardaghey Development Association who were 
successful in receiving 75 % Clar funding and the rest raised in the community. As you mention, it’s a real asset 
alongside the community centre and can now host events like the school’s Sports day. A walking track with LED 
lighting and green spaces for the children was no doubt a haven during Lockdown. Your committee has the support 
of many agencies like MCC, CE Scheme, Local Church Body and the Environmental Section of Local Authority. The 
funding obtained in April is welcome to cover the day to day expenses. Using a range of media like Facebook you 
continue to play a vital role in enhancing your village and reaching a wide audience. Your strong rapport with 
Rackwallace N.S. is ongoing and shared their delight when they won the Ulster title in the competition “Ireland is 
Mine”. The video is a eye catching insight into futuristic homes created using planted forests, wildflowers, water 
butts and solar panels of actual homes and premises in the community. Much praise goes to their teachers Mr. 
Grundy and Miss King for using Minecraft in the classroom to great effect. A bright new resource for educating 
students on the issues of climate science and requires serious thinking to come up with ideas. It especially makes a 
difference for students who learn visually. I wonder what people thought of these transformations? Superb results. 
For over 20 years you have flourished as a group, assisted by funding from various sources and are proud 
participants in the National competition. Do keep up this level of pride and commitment.
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On entering the village, we are welcomed by attractive and well-maintained name plaques with their Irish greeting 
‘Failte’. Lovely style LED lampposts. The old forge is a nod to past times, once an important gathering place and 
can’t be passed without time spent in the garden. Fencing painted and maintained to the bog junction. The grass 
verges are neat and flower tubs at church are overflowing with color. The bench needs some painting. The Amenity 
Park and Community Centre completed to high standard, great facility for users.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

310

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

48

37

38

38

16

66

30

33

306

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 310

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

18/06/2022

 



Ongoing maintenance is obvious as all areas are very presentable. The Park has the addition of native thorn 
hedging and more tree planting is good practice for Biodiversity. The use of hanging baskets and flower planters 
add summer fragrance and a splash of color. The forge wildlife garden and shrubbery at church are wonderful 
pieces in the landscape and provide seasonal appeal. You follow biodiversity guidelines regarding mowing and 
hedge cutting, and this is commendable. It is a good idea to have a landscaping plan to guide future development of 
hard and soft spaces.

Last year’s adjudicator referred to the availability of a Biodiversity Plan. A plan will help ensure the protection and 
appreciation of nature at local level and actions like signage to highlight the importance of your Biodiversity areas & 
would create awareness. A good place to start is your local environmental office. Activities in this category like 
winter bird feeding are noteworthy. Consideration might be given to bird boxes/owl boxes on local farms. A good 
start has been made with the blackthorn hedge. Another triumph was the creation of a wildflower meadow in 
Rackwallace National school. The septic tank presented the opportunity to join the nation on a rewilding journey. In 
autumn cut away the summer’s growth to 20cm and clear away the cuttings. There may be scope to collect local 
seed to add to another area as a future project. Is it known what wildflowers are native to your area? We would love 
to hear about these. Look to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan for more ideas. Strong links with the school augers well 
for the village. Well done to CE worker and students once again.

We are happy to say no litter was evident on my visit. Your support of daily picks and National Spring Clean is 
clearly working. Equipment realized from the funds of the community Network are valuable for achieving high 
standards in this category. The impact of strewn litter can be frustrating and engaging with the Scotch Corner 
Recycling Center in a finely tuned litter prevention campaign could become a vehicle for long term change. 
Presentation is very good.

Congratulations on funding from Sports Partnership for the mowers and new huts. With the loss of one of your CE 
workers, your robotic mower, Sam & Co have it all to do. Ardagheys water harvesting, and litter/food waste recycling 
is favorably noted. The LED was prioritized and on a timer; perhaps a workshop on energy saving for households 
could be organized to inform of possible savings in a climate of constant price hike announcements.

As a group, one of your strengths seems to be the dedication to keeping Ardaghey clean. This is reflected in the 
care they take in their properties and one family at the church were busy painting on the day. This category is a way 
to include as many residents as possible in your works and make them aware of the scope of the competition. Keep 
up the teamwork.

Approach roads and signs give an important first impression to visitors and yours is looking great. Well done in 
facilitating low mow regimes and the mix of annuals, perennials and bulb planting to take us through the seasons. 
We thank all in the community for their continued support of activities.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for your welcome letter and I enjoyed my visit immensely. It’s good to hear that the community is growing 
stronger, and we look forward to the development of the Amenity Park in the future. Good luck to you all for 2023.


