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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Thank you for your application and helpful attachments.  Trim has an active core committee of six members and a 
large number of volunteers making a total of 29.  Regular meetings are held throughout the year.  The committee 
work closely with all groups in Trim, too numerous to mention.  As well as volunteers helping to keep Trim in pristine 
condition there are a number of workers on different projects within the town.  To maintain existing projects within 
the town and continue to develop more takes time, effort and money. These three strands are undertaken by 
volunteers.  Fundraising can be most difficult in particular in the last two years.  You are grateful for all sponsorship 
and donations received from the businesses and organisations.  You are also grateful for the prize money received 
from the National Tidy Towns competition, generated due to your involvement each year. It is also important to have 
a good relationship with the County Council and for Trim this relationship is priority.  The Council gives advice and 
grants for projects that would otherwise not materialise. Communication to the wider community is not a problem as 
the committee and volunteers are actively present in the town.  Social media is also used as a means of highlighting 
your work. There is one member of the committee that liaises with all schools.  Trim Tidy Towns involvement has 
been instrumentally in one school obtaining more space for play and biodiversity at their school. The Tidy Towns 
unit value your participation in the competition.  Trim have received many awards over the years due to their 
involvement in the competition.  The visible work on the ground that the group do has encouraged more involvement 
from other members and organisations within the town. The competition has adapted change over the years to 
improve the local environment, which results in improved wellbeing for the community.  Trim are certainly playing 
their part in ensuring this happens.
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The town of Trim is fortunate to be situated on the river Boyne and have the medieval Trim Castle, the largest 
Norman castle in Europe in its midst.  The castle was built by Hugh De Lacy and dates back to 1173.  The 
fascinating ruins that surround the Castle adds more interesting heritage and history. It is a busy tourist location 
attracting many visitors to the town.  The visitor centre situated close by provides the visitors with the historical 
background to the area.  The walk along the river, the Porchfields history and nature area which has been 
developed and enhanced provides a good recreation area for the visitor.  The Duke of Wellington monument looks 
imposing at this junction towering over the town.  The Youthreach building also enhances this area.  Heritage is very 
important to the committee.  It is their intention to retain this heritage while enhancing the facades with various 
refurbishments. The committee are commended for the work that has been done on many sites.  Sites that are 
waiting for development to commence have been enhanced with planters and murals.  The development of the 
Library is an exciting project. When complete this will provide a cultural hub for the town.  A number of new shops 
have also opened which is all positive.
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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Awarded 2022

23/06/2022

28/07/2022



have also opened which is all positive.

The imposing landscaping of Trim is evident on all approach roads to the town.  The planting of native hedging and 
trees on all roads was noted.  The ‘10,000 tree project’ over the next years will enhance this good planting further. 
The roundabouts are carefully planned and planted with roses, box hedging and pollinator friendly plants which 
bring great vibrancy to the streetscape.  This type of planting continues through the town with excellent ground 
planting, hanging baskets, window boxes and different shapes of containers all adding to the superb landscaping of 
the town.  It is noted that you have hanging baskets that are easier to maintain.  The bridges are adorned with well 
planted containers.  One wonders if the number of planters could be reduced without taking from the overall effect.  
The heritage buildings of Trim bring their own beauty to the streetscape reducing the number of planters needed.

The natural setting of the town of Trim provides a rich foundation for biodiversity.  The management and 
development of biodiversity is very important.  To ensure this is done correctly Trim have sought professional help 
and have completed a biodiversity plan.  This plan includes a move to low intensity grass management for a number 
of areas.  This type of grass management is recommended by the All Ireland Pollinator Plan.  One of the many 
positive actions in this plan is the wider community are being involved, such as the resident associations with its 
implementation.  The plan will also include surveys on the different species that visit and live within the natural 
habitats of the town and surroundings.  Two local bird experts continue to work and identify more species of birds.  
Swifts boxes are established and walks and talks have been given to the community on their habits and habitats.  
Nest boxes have been erected at both nursing homes. More nest boxes have been erected at Knightsbrook Golf 
Course which provides many natural habitats for wildlife.  Adjacent farmland provides good nesting areas for birds.  
Farmers are now being directed to plant bird crops and erect bird boxes.  More careful management of hedgerows 
is also in place.  You are commended on the walks and talks that are organised for the community on the different 
species of wildlife that can be seen and heard around Trim.  These walks and talks are important to create an 
awareness among the community of the wildlife that exists in their midst which might otherwise go unnoticed.

Trim has a good plan in place around the whole area of controlling litter.  There is a large group that maintain daily 
litter picks all year round.  The Tidy Towns and the schools work closely together in particular during spring clean 
which creates a greater awareness among the wider community.  Litter is segregated and the cans from collections 
are recycled which provides funding for the Tidy Towns.  This process could be adopted by other Tidy Towns 
groups.  Dog fouling signage is creating an awareness and seems to be working well.  The green kilometre scheme 
is superb for getting more people involved and also helps the Tidy Towns with their work.  It looks as if IBAL 
consider it not necessary for Trim to enter because you were litter free from the start.  It would still be good to be 
allowed enter and get that recognition on the national media. Trim is generally neat and tidy.  Signs are generally 
good.  There was some weed growth noticed on the Navan road but overall you are doing a good job keeping the 
roads weed free.  Do ensure all foliage is cut back from all signs.

In this category groups are asked to show how they are using resources more efficiently to help reduce waste 
generation.  This has been a difficult area for groups to progress in but thankfully it is improving.  The three strands 
of sustainability:  environment, social and economic are being addressed in your application. This is also a category 
where all projects need to be documented to ensure their inclusion in the competition.  Trim have a number of 
projects under the different headings.  The group are working with SEAI on retrofitting houses ensuring the 
community are aware of the savings they can make with this programme.  Under the energy masterplan two 
surveys have been done on transport.  One on general transport and the other on school transport.   Energy audits 
were conducted on eight businesses with a spend on energy of over €10,000 to see how their energy bills could be 
reduced. Solar bins account for most of the bins in the town which means a saving on collection and emptying.  Trim 
are also working with the schools, one in particular Educate Together.  They have helped this school to obtain a 
piece of land that can be used for play and biodiversity.  Fruit trees have been added to this site.   Many more 
projects on reducing waste generation are in progress with more of the community and businesses getting involved.  
Knightsbrook Hotel and Golf course have received an award for their efforts and commitments to reducing impact 
on the environment. The schools are all commended for their achievements in the Green School Programme. Keep 
up the good work.

Due to cutbacks in the Council, resident associations are maintaining the green areas and landscaping.  Speed 
limits in residential estates have been reduced to 30km throughout the county.  This is a positive safety measure.  
More estates are partaking in spring clean days.  Apartment dwellers, Blackfriary allotments, and residents are all 
partaking and helping the Tidy Towns with their work improving their areas which in turn gives them a sense of 
ownership. The houses along the approach roads and throughout the town, including all housing estates are doing 
superb work in maintaining and presenting their homes and surroundings to such a high standard.  Green areas and 
landscaping are bright and colourful while ensuring pollinator friendly plants are included in planting.  Trim has a 
number of house builds all blending together to bring their own charm and vibrancy to the streetscape.  It is good to 
see the houses along Haggard Road being enhanced.  The playground which is an important amenity for the town 
was well maintained, bright and cheerful with many happy children at play.  The residents are commended for the 
work they have done in maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also for the help they give the Tidy 
Towns committee with their work.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



work they have done in maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also for the help they give the Tidy 
Towns committee with their work.

The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression as one enters the town.  Thankfully this good 
impression also continues throughout the town.  Entrance signs are good.  The roundabouts are well planned and 
planted with good variations. The welcome on the railings is also impressive.  Good hedging and trees are noted on 
all roads.  Signage is generally good but do ensure all foliage is cut back from signs and any remaining signs 
needing painting are addressed. The ground landscaping and planters are also admired.  The colourful well 
positioned cow at the entrance to the housing estate gives great vibrancy to this area. Verges are generally good.  
Down from the Longwood roundabout on the ring road, long grass along here looks untidy. Some boundary walls 
need freshening in particular in the area of the Fire Station.  The adjudicator also feels that ragwort need to be 
controlled in long grass. The bridges are an important part of the town structure.  They are enhanced and 
highlighted with good landscaping.  Traffic flowed well and parking was good.

This adjudicator hasn’t  been to Trim for neigh on 8 years and in the intervening period the Town has blossomed so 
much with many infrastructural changes and colourful additions to shop fronts by way of simple but effective painting 
The Committee of 6 and an additional volunteer core of 23 have worked hard over the last year to ensure that the 
Town is seen at its best as well as keeping it in the upper echelons of the Tidy Towns competition.
You have a very comprehensive entry form that covers your activities under the 8 categories in great detail.
In tandem with the form, you have included a very comprehensive 3-year plan which was written on foot of a  survey 
carried out via a consultation [platform Survey Hero.
The map supplied was excellent.
The list of recommendations from the 2021 report, which was  virtual, was noted  
The committee has got the full support of the business community in the town as indicated in your entry.
The 1st adjudication report gave an excellent detailed, fair, and objective resume of the work that was undertaken 
during 2021 and up to the earlier part of this year.
The objective of the 2nd adjudication is to give a brief overview based on this report and what the adjudicator 
observed on the ground.
Entrances into the town which are dealt with under the relevant section in the main report were well presented.
 The Navan entrance was very busy with evening traffic and also traffic entering and exiting the large Retail Park.
The cycle lanes were unusual as they shared the footpath something this adjudicator had not seen before.
The centre of town is now dominated by a large crane which is part of the construction of the new Cultural Centre 
and Library which when completed will be such an addition to Trim.
Landscaping and planting is a strong point in the town and it its surroundings and some excellent examples were 
noted on the walkabout.
The town competed in Entente Florale some years back and this is a legacy of that involvement.
The 10k Tree Project is ambitious and you are wished well with it in the future.
It was good to note that the lavender beds down by the excellent and well-managed playground across the road 
from Aldi are still there and still in bloom.
As one is in that immediate area The Bring Bank parking bays had a few cars that looked as if they were semi 
parked whilst owners were either in the Playground or uptown.
The facility itself was well managed but access looked, to this adjudicator, at any rate, to be a little restrictive.
The first adjudication identified a number of both public and commercial buildings that were presented to a very high 
standard.
The standard of road surfaces and footpaths was very good and new extensions to footpaths within the core area 
and at the outskirts were noted.
Street lighting was very good and stanchions were clean and painted.
Bollards were placed at different parts of the town to deter footpath parking that obstructs pedestrians.
Litter control was good with a few exceptions
Some plastic bottles and wrappers were observed at the footbridge over the Boyne down near the busy area at the 
Playground and Water Activity Centre.
Overgrown briars are problematic on this bridge and need to be cut back regularly as removing them permanently is 
a near impossible task.
General tidiness was good and there was no evidence of undue clutter on the streets.
For the first time this year, the adjudicator noted a County Council derelict  site acquisition notice on a building near 
St Marys Villas
Much work has been done by the committee in the areas of Biodiversity and Sustainability – Doing more with less.
This has been dealt with in detail by the first adjudicator and there is no point in repeating back comments except to 
say that the marks achieved in both categories were high and reflective of this good work.
The following are some personal highlights noted during the walkabout which incidentally far outstripped the 10k 
daily recommended steps.
The unique row of houses near Griffith Park and also similar row on Watergate Street have an obvious historical 
significance with Trim.
James Griffiths Pub, Brogans, Lynchs, and Kielys Hostelries were admired for their well presented fronts.
The latter had a nice gable end mural depicting a happy Meath supporter probably from a past era!
All public buildings, schools, and churches identified on the map were visited and were presented to a high 
standard.
Trim Castle and surrounding grounds were also well maintained and had a large number of visitors that evening.
Trim Castle Hotel is a very well-run facility with helpful staff.
The Braveheart mural which was advertising an upcoming theatrical event was unique in that it was sponsored by 
different businesses each having a quirky quote.
Well done to the artist who did the commissioned piece of artwork.
Antonias Book Shop, Trim and Healthy, Ninas Boutigue Mangan Woodcraft, and Trim Hardware and Paint Studio 
also presented their shop fronts in an excellent manner.
Souhans Service Station was well maintained and organized and the little ice cream corner offered some nice 
options.
Overall the adjudicator concurs with the first adjudication report and the marks that were awarded in all categories.
You are wished well with your plans.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Second Round Adjudication:

Concluding Remarks:

The community of Trim are commended on their hard work and any developments being completed, improving the 
heritage and appearance of the town.  Two projects you are particularly proud of this year is Trim Educate Together 
and (SEC) Sustainable Energy Committee.
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