
582Slane - Baile Shláine

Meath

C

44

Slane is welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition for 2022.  Thank you for your application, copy of your 
plan and map.  Slane has a committee of nineteen members and ten plus volunteers.  The committee meets 
monthly and more often if the need arises.   The Tidy Towns group meet every Saturday all year round and also on 
Monday from May onwards.  The work the Tidy Towns do in maintaining and developing projects in the village also 
includes events such as fun days.  This is commended as it shows the community working closely together helping 
each other, with various activities. You are also working closely with Boyne waterways/canal renovation project.  
You work closely with Meath County Council and local businesses, who provide advice and support with your work.  
Communication to the wider community is through social media, parish bulletins and local radio.  You liaise well with 
the local school and are fortunate to have some junior members helping you since 2019.  Well done to the school on 
their achievements in the Green School Programme, obtaining six flags. Slane Tidy Towns also takes part in An 
Taisce spring clean in collaboration with Slane Youth Café. The village is always worth a visit but certainly worth a 
visit in springtime to see the results of 5000 bulbs planted last year.  This planting took place on the three main 
approach roads and Murray Park.  This planting certainly brought great colour to the stonework of the village.  The 
competition has helped bring greater community spirit to the village with the work the Tidy Towns has done since 
joining over forty years ago.
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The village of Slane with its iconic square, boasting four Georgian houses, one on each corner of the square is 
situated on a steep hillside on the left bank of the river Boyne.  The stone walls noted throughout the village are part 
of its heritage, which continues in the many famous heritage buildings situated a short distance from the village such 
as Slane Castle. The village garden which is your pride and joy creates a great space for the community to come 
together for recreation.  The superb planting and back drop of famous local Poet, Francis Ledwidge complements 
the structure of the village garden.  Murray Park is another one of the areas of recreation where the community and 
visitors can enjoy.  The seating and planting of Murray Park brings interest and colour to this superb leisure area. 
The Church, Credit Union and many other businesses along the streetscape were noted and admired.
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The natural setting of the village of stone walls, mature trees and hedging is complemented by the superb areas of 
ground planting located at the entrance signs and along the roadsides.  The Navan entrance road is particularly 
admired.  This good planting continues throughout the village to the village green and John Clarke Park and also in 
the village garden.  The large quantity of bulbs sown at Murray Park will ensure interest and colour in springtime.  
The planting of wildflowers, fruit trees and the management of verges is commended.  The type of planted container 
used at the village square is commended. The number of hanging baskets have been reduced.  Hanging baskets 
take a lot of watering and care.  The reduced number suits Slane, as there is a lot of good ground planting and 
container planting to be appreciated.
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used at the village square is commended. The number of hanging baskets have been reduced.  Hanging baskets 
take a lot of watering and care.  The reduced number suits Slane, as there is a lot of good ground planting and 
container planting to be appreciated.

In this category groups are asked to show their understanding of nature and habitats in their area and what advice 
they have obtained to research projects that help to protect and enhance biodiversity in your area.  Slane is not 
short of natural habitats in the village and surroundings.   It is good to note that you obtained professional help and 
put in place a biodiversity plan.  The author of this plan was Deborah Darcy with assistance by Meath County 
Council.  One year of this plan has been completed. Surveys are now being carried out to establish the best 
locations for bird and bat boxes.  The men’s shed have given great help making these boxes.  The area of 
wildflowers at Murray Park and the planting of pollinator friendly plants in landscaping throughout the village is 
commended.  Lynch’s field is a natural haven and one feels very close to nature in this site.  The planting of fruit 
trees and the natural wilding of grass verges along the entrance roads is all adding to the biodiversity of the village, 
while enhancing the streetscape and the surrounds of the village.

Slane have a good plan in place in the control of litter in the village and along the approach roads.  Approach roads 
are usually cleared of litter during the spring before hedges begin to grow.  Thankfully this year the amount of litter 
collected has reduced and this is promising.  There are continuous litter picks going on throughout the village with 
two volunteers out every morning at 7 am, that is certainly commitment.  Slane takes part in the anti-litter league 
each year and scores well.  The introduction of new solar bins on the streets has also helped to reduce litter.  The 
new bins are resistant to birds. There was some rubbish at the Bring Bank on day of adjudication.

In this category groups are asked to show how efficiently they use their resources to reduce waste generation and 
impact on the environment.  The four themes most commonly looked at is, transport energy, waste and water.  
Transport and energy have now become a lot more costly and it should encourage more people to reduce and save.  
Using LED lighting and learning to switch off is easy to do.  Reducing on transport by thinking before an 
unnecessary journey is made.  Growing vegetables and plants, reduces on transport and packaging.  Reducing on 
grass cutting and mulching what is cut saves on energy and waste.  Harvesting of rainwater is one that the wider 
community could partake in.   More groups are helping the community obtaining the grant for retrofitting their homes 
which will help to save on energy.  Reducing on the use of herbicides and pesticides is commended.  Removing 
weeds by hand takes more time but it is more beneficial to the environment.  Reusing and recycling where possible 
is ongoing in most areas.  Do continue to list all projects in this section otherwise they could go unnoticed.

All estates have taken part in the anti-litter league and a number won awards this year.  All estates visited have 
good green areas and superb landscaping which includes pollinator friendly plants.  They are also considering 
leaving areas of grass unmown for wildlife.  All estates have good resident associations in place, which shows when 
you see these areas being maintained to such a high standard.  The houses along the approach roads and 
throughout the village have bright colourful gardens, mature trees and hedging all adding to the vibrancy of the 
streetscape.  The playground is bright and cheerful.  The residents throughout the village of Slane are commended 
on the work they do maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also helping out with work in the village.

The approach roads to the village of Slane certainly gives a very good first impression.  Entrance signs are bright 
and colourful.  Landscaping along approach roads is superb with good areas of perennial pollinator friendly planting, 
giving all year-round colour and interest.  The planting of a large number of bulbs last year will ensure this trend 
continues.  The planting of fruit trees is also commended.  The natural surrounds of stone, mature trees and 
hedging is also admired.  Grass verges are neat with areas of grass left for wildlife.  The village of Slane is busy with 
traffic making it harder for volunteers to carry out their work.  It is good to note that all work undertaken is done with 
health and safety in mind by wearing Hi-Viz jackets.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Slane was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate with many places of interest to appreciate.  As always you are doing 
superb work to continue to develop and enhance the village further.  Keep up the good work and you are wished 
well in the future.


