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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Rathoath is welcomed to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition for 2022.  Thank you for your application and 
3/5-year plan.  Your aim for Rathoath going forward deserves a mention.  Your aim is to work and provide support to 
all organisations within the community, to ensure that Rathoath becomes a vibrant community to live in, work and 
visit.  You are wished well, for this long-term goal.  You have a small committee and a small number of volunteers, 
with other groups willing to help out as the need arises.  You engage well with all the agencies and businesses that 
provide you with support and funding for different projects.  Involvement with all the schools is also good, and this 
starts with the preschools, which is commended. You also work with a number of students from different colleges, 
creating projects for the students to participate in the Gaisce awards.  The Tidy Towns group and students work 
closely on various projects, such as litter picking.  Work is ongoing on cleaning up sections of Broadmeadow river 
which can be accessed at the Church.  Many community groups assist with this work.
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The streetscape looks bright and welcoming with the well painted facades of the businesses, together with window 
boxes and hanging baskets, bringing great colour to the town.  The Holy Trinity Church on an elevated site, 
surrounded by superb mature trees is impressive.  The 1798 monument was also admired on its presentation.  The 
water pump which is part of the town heritage and the Marian Shrine, all add vibrancy to the streetscape.  There are 
some buildings, such as the one opposite Supervalu, that you have brightened up as a temporary measure until 
more permanent work is done on the site.
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You are doing good work in this category, ensuring all year-round interest and colour in the seasonal planting of a 
number of tubs in the town centre. The planting of perennial pollinator friendly flower beds, fruit trees and wild 
flowers turns an otherwise dull area into an interesting project.  The location of such a project at the sports campus 
can be enjoyed by the wider community. It will also help to make more of the community aware of the importance of 
this type of planting, and maybe encourage more of the community to do similar planting in their own gardens.  It is 
important that we all plant more pollinator friendly plants and the Tidy Towns group are commended for the work 
they are doing, highlighting the importance of this type of planting.  You are also fortunate to have good help from 
the scouts and men’s shed, making bird boxes and feeders to add to the area.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

316

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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55

90

55

55

41

40

41

30

24

48

41

34

299

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 316

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

30/06/2022

 



This category is about how you understand, protect and enhance nature and biodiversity in your local area.  
Broadmeadow river was identified as a natural heritage area.  An audit of the biodiversity of the river was conducted 
in 2021.  The objectives of this study were to conduct habitat surveys, identifying any rare or protected species and 
to look at the conservation of existing habitats.  Communicate with the wider community to increase their awareness 
and understanding of local biodiversity.  The study also recommended short medium- and long-term proposals to 
manage and enhance biodiversity along the river.  These type of studies are important as their findings can be 
shared with the wider community.  The planting throughout the town is commended especially the wildflower 
patches.  It is good to see that children from the crèche are been taken on walks to see habitats, such as the bug 
hotel, so carefully constructed from recycled materials.

The town has a good plan in place in controlling litter.  You have regular litter picking evenings.  Adopt an area is 
one good way of getting more volunteers involved to look after a specific area.  Keeping the town neat and tidy 
should involve the wider community as there is a large area to cover.  It is good to see the new bins have become 
more hi tech, as this will hopefully result is fewer overflowing bins.

In this category groups are asked to show how efficiently they are using their resources thus reducing waste 
generation.  Examples of how the town are becoming more efficient, are included in your application.  There are a 
number of recycling and reusing projects, one of these is kitchen waste being made into compost and reused by the 
group, which is commended.  The allotments where you grow your own produce, is an area where great savings, 
both economic and environmental are made.  These are good examples of how the wider community, including 
businesses can become involved. This ensures that proper management of resources, can help make savings, 
which everyone is encouraged to do for the environment.  Keep up the good work.

The housing estates all have good green areas, trees and hedging.  The entrances are bright and colourful with 
good landscaping complementing the landscaping throughout the town.  It is good to note that the estates all have 
residents associations in place.  This helps the Tidy Towns group with their work.   Houses along the approach 
roads and throughout the town look bright and colourful, with neat gardens, hanging baskets and window boxes all 
brightening up the streetscape.  The children’s play area at Steeplechase was admired.  Well done to all the 
residents for their work in maintaining their homes to such a high standard.

The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression as one enters the town.  The entrance signs and 
landscaping along the approach roads are welcoming.  Planting of trees and hedging complements the mature trees 
that already exist throughout the town.  The roundabouts are generally good with more areas left for wildlife.  The 
verges are neat while retaining a corridor for wildlife.  The pump looks fresh and bright.  Signage is generally clean.  
Do ensure any encroaching foliage is cut back from signage.  You are working closely with the council on various 
areas needing attention.  The adjudicator is aware of the large amount of work that Tidy Towns groups get done in 
their areas, through constant negotiation with the council.  You are commended for all the work you have 
completed.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ratoath have done good work for this year’s competition. Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the 
future.


