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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Johnstown is welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition 2022.  Thank you for your application, map and 
attachments.  The committee of ten members and a very large number of volunteers are working diligently to 
develop and enhance the locality with various projects. Regular meetings are held still via zoom.  Your work also 
includes community work, such as the food hamper project which is ongoing.  The Ukraine appeal project saw great 
community effort in a short space of time, distributing pallets of items to Poland.  Your community work has helped 
with your Tidy Towns work with more people becoming aware of the work that you do and are eager to help out. 
There is good community support from all organisations and schools. The sunflower trail was very successful in 
2021.  The schools helped with the planting and it is forging ahead this year to become bigger and better.  You 
network with other Tidy Towns groups, environmental groups, resident’s groups, all schools, sports clubs and 
charitable organisations.  The County Council, local businesses, press and media are very supportive.  Social media 
is your main way of communication to the wider community.  There is also a website being launched.  Johnstown 
time magazine online, continues to promote activities. There is good interaction with the schools through the Green 
School’s initiative and other projects. This is your sixth year in the competition.  The competition is about the 
community coming together, identifying projects that will help enhance the area and improve the lives of the people 
that live, work and visit in the locality.  It is a social outlet for many and a way for new people to the area to get to 
know one another.
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The village of Johnstown is situated in a rural setting in close proximity to Navan.  The community is also fortunate 
to have the River Boyne flowing through this area.  The village has retained its heritage and character.  The 
well-presented buildings of the Church, Graveyard and well landscaped carpark are part of this heritage.  The pump 
and bicycle add their own charm to the streetscape.  The well decorated vacant shop looks charming.  No wonder 
this shop won an award in the Pride of Place competition for best vacant building. All school buildings and 
surroundings are bright and colourful which is important for the pupils that attend these sites. St. Marys School 
looked particularly bright and welcoming.  The village extends out to include a number of housing estates and the 
business park.  The Council civic buildings and the shopping mall are all important amenities for the community of 
this developing village. Work has also been done to help enhance closed businesses.  The Athlumney centre has 
had the closed outlets in this area demolished to make way for development.  The petrol station premises have 
been enhanced, awaiting future development. The village has good space for recreation with a superb park and 
significant woodland area. There are good walking routes to suit every walker.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

249

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80

55

55
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55

55

42

29

32

20

14

41

29

27

234

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 249

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

07/07/2022

 



Johnstown have developed a comprehensive plan on the village landscaping.  The sunflower trail was an excellent 
way of getting the community involved in biodiversity, judging by the number of sunflowers planted and the length of 
the trail. Sunflowers were a superb choice as they are so magical for pollinators and also help to bring the sunshine 
into people’s lives. You are wished well with this year’s trail, let’s hope it is bigger and longer.  You have also done 
good work on refraining from spraying and transforming these areas into wildflower verges.  The planting of fruit 
trees, native hedging and trees is also commended. Do ensure that any dead trees are removed and replaced.   
Ground planting where feasible is recommended.  This you are doing well with bulbs and pollinator friendly shrubs 
and plants noted.  Martha’s Bridge also saw herbs being introduced as well a wide range of plants.  The colourful 
planters, window boxes and hanging baskets together with items of hard landscaping bring great colour and 
brightness to the streetscape.  You are commended for your work in this category.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate and enhance nature and biodiversity in their locality.  
As stated in the previous category you have adapted a planting theme which is enhancing nature and biodiversity in 
the area.  More wildflower meadows and more grass is left un-mowed.  Three different pilots on grass cutting is 
being tried out. (l)  Delay the first spring cut which will allow the spring flowering plants to complete their flowering 
cycle.  (2)  Cut lawns less which speaks for itself. (3) Don’t mow let it grow is the third choice.  The cutting of strips 
along verges and leaving a corridor for wildlife is good.  The cutting of a metre or two around the circumference at 
roundabouts gives a neat appearance while leaving the centre to grow naturally.  Refraining from using pesticides 
and herbicides is also commended.  You have sought professional help with the assistance of Meath County 
Council to view existing biodiversity and further develop the Bothar Sion site.  A number of surveys under different 
headings have already been undertaken.  Hosting events that creates awareness among the wider community and 
appreciating nature and biodiversity in your locality is also encouraged.  This could be a tree planting day, a walk 
through the park or a talk from one of the conservation organisations, such as Birdwatch Ireland, to explain the 
many species and habitats that are in the locality.

Tidiness is addressed in a number of categories.  Litter control is focussed on by all groups with good litter plans in 
place.  Groups take part in Annual Spring Clean and Anti-Litter campaign which creates awareness among the 
wider community.  You also work closely with Meath County Council maintaining 4K of main roads as part of the 
green kilometre scheme.  It also helps to get more people involved.  There are regular litter picks in place in all 
areas.  This appears to be generally working.  People have also become more conscious of cleaning up after their 
pets which is helping in this area.  Dog logo signs along pavements and dog fouling bins that have been installed 
have helped.  Grass along kerbs can be a problem and looks untidy.  All signs should be cleaned regularly and any 
rusty or unused signs removed.  Also encroaching foliage should be trimmed back from all signs along approach 
roads and throughout the streetscape.

In this category groups are asked to show how by their activities they are reducing waste generation with more 
efficient use of their resources.  Some of the projects your group are doing include the harvesting of rainwater which 
is being used for plant care.  This project could be adapted by the wider community.  Using newspaper pots for seed 
and plant growing is also superb.  This brings about a number of savings.   Encouraging the community to walk, 
cycle and use public transport is also good.  Composting of hedge cuttings and leaves that can be used as a mulch 
for flower beds, is also commended.   Distributing of unwanted items into useful resources for others is also good. 
The use of LED lighting in businesses and the community to reduce energy use and costs is certainly recommended 
now.  Do ensure that all projects are listed in this category as they may not be visible on the ground and therefore 
may go unnoticed and not get the recognition they deserve.

The houses along the approach roads and throughout the village have all well painted facades, neat gardens and 
floral displays brightening up the streetscape.  The housing estates visited were well maintained, had good 
entrances, well maintained green areas and good landscaping. You encourage all resident’s associations to support 
biodiversity by planting more pollinator friendly plants such as wildflowers and also are encouraging a reduction in 
the amount of grass been mown.  There have been more trees planted through estates.  There are also pilot 
schemes being planned in reducing the amount of grass that is mowed. Work is also planned to improve health and 
safety at Spireview Steps and Chestnut Court.  The residents are commended on the amount of work they do in 
maintaining their homes and surroundings.  They also help with other projects in the village that helps to improve 
the quality of life for everyone.

The approach roads to Johnstown have good entrance signs, giving a very good first impression to those entering 
the village.  Verges are neat while maintaining a corridor for wildlife.  Trees, hedging and bright colourful 
landscaping were admired.  Footpaths are good.  The mechanical edger is helpful in maintaining along footpaths.  
Work is ongoing in future plans for Bothar Sion and Metges road.  Due to development, Metges road lost a lot of the 
trees and hedging that bordered this road.  You are planning more tree corridors to replace those lost to 
development and also increase the numbers throughout the village.  It is also hoped to work with Navan to ensure 
safe cycling lanes are in place for those travelling this stretch of roadway.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



safe cycling lanes are in place for those travelling this stretch of roadway.

Concluding Remarks:

Johnstown was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  It is good to see that the original village area has been retained 
and has blended well with the developments that have taken place.  Keep up the good work and you are wished 
well in the future.


