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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Dunshaughlin is welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition 2022.  Thank you for your application, map and 
suggested itinerary which the adjudicator found to be very helpful. The group  has a committee of sixteen members 
that represents a cross section of the community and a number of volunteers.  You engage with a number of other 
organisations in the town that helps with various activities.  Meetings are held monthly in the Pastoral Centre. Your 
three -year action plan is your guideline, which outlines achievable projects for completion each year.  You are 
fortunate to have a number of skilled members on your committee who are able to advise and guide you on different 
projects. You engage with a number of agencies and businesses who support you with advice and much 
appreciated funding.  Meath County Council are extremely supportive with all your endeavours.  You submit articles 
on your activities to the Meath Chronicle and The Tidy Towns Newsletter.  Interaction with the schools is ongoing 
through the Green School’s initiative.  Work is also ongoing with the 7th  Meath Dunshaughlin Scouts and also with 
the Brownies on different activities.  Transition year students also volunteer as part of the An Gaisce Award 
Scheme.  You are commended on your achievements to date in the Pride of Place competition.  Dunshaughlin has  
been nominated by Meath Council to represent Meath in the All Island IPB Pride of Place competition which is a 
great achievement.  You are wished well in this competition.  There is no doubt you will do the county proud.
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Dunshaughlin has a number of historical sites within the town and on the outskirts of the town.  Therefore, the 
heritage of the area is uppermost in your thoughts with any developments or enhancements carried out.  One 
example of this is the building of the new modern supermarket adjacent to an historical site.  You have marked the 
historical area in the carpark with a different colour surface, retaining information on this site for future generations.  
The modern Civic Centre which is home to an enterprise hub and display area, highlighting the many achievements 
of the town was admired.  One of your projects for this year was the enhancement at the Court House in preparation 
for outdoor dining, which has brought this area to life.  The Dunshaughlin Brownies project of the trellis and fairy 
doors made it colourful and interesting for the community.   It is amazing how an area can be revived with a coat of 
paint.  The same can be echoed for the excellent painting by Aidan of the wooden paling at the Navan Rd junction.  
Well done to all volunteers on the work in this area.  St Patricks Church, Pastoral Centre and grounds are well 
maintained.  The graveyard is also well maintained but the roadside wall needs freshening.  The Health Centre is 
well presented, highlighted by hard landscaping.  The businesses of the town looked fresh with brightly coloured 
facades.  It is good to see traditional shops fronts being appreciated among some of the modern facades.  The 
street furniture of the town looked fresh and clean.  Street furniture is very important for those taking a break or 
simply just sitting back enjoying the well-maintained surroundings of the town.  Work was still in progress on the 
replacement of cast iron water mains.  This is progress with very little disruption of traffic.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 339

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

30/06/2022

 



simply just sitting back enjoying the well-maintained surroundings of the town.  Work was still in progress on the 
replacement of cast iron water mains.  This is progress with very little disruption of traffic.

Landscaping is strong in Dunshaughlin with many areas of superb landscaping noted and admired.  Ground 
landscaping at Dunshaughlin Park , Hanson Woods at St Patricks Church and the Courthouse are just examples of 
landscaping admired.  Ground landscaping where feasible is recommended but this is not always possible.  It is 
good to see more shrubs and plants that are pollinator friendly being sown.  It is also good to see not just summer 
planting but perennial planting offering colour and interest all year round.  The town has a number of planters which 
takes a good deal of effort to plant and maintain.  They certainly help to bring colour and interest to an area where 
ground planting would not be feasible.  The hanging baskets are sponsored by businesses and this is commended.  
It is also good to note that trees are cared for and professionally pruned.  All too often trees are planted and not 
cared for in a proper manner.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate and enhance biodiversity in their locality.  You have 
in place a biodiversity action plan which hopefully is guiding you on appropriate projects which will develop and 
enhance nature and biodiversity in the area. No mow was noted in a number of places in Dunshaughlin.  The Civic 
Buildings, The Park and the Health Centre all prominent public areas of the town, show the importance of leaving 
natural grass growth for pollinators.  The roundabouts with the mown strip around the circumference provides a neat 
appearance while letting the centre grow naturally.  Planting of Irish wildflower seeds is recommended.  Groups are 
encouraged to hold event days such as tree planting or bulb planting to show appreciation of biodiversity and nature 
in their locality.  Hosting a talk or walk with a member of Birdwatch Ireland to highlight the habitats and species that 
are in your midst is also another way to raise awareness.  It takes events such as these to make the wider 
community aware of nature and biodiversity in their locality.

The town has a good plan in place in controlling litter and keeping the town clean.  The community work together 
with all organisations for summer clean ups.  It is also good to see so many young people taking part in An Taisce 
Spring clean. You presently hold the gold medal in the Meath ANTI-litter campaign and you hope and want to retain 
it.  Regular clean ups with the works committee are held.  Cleaning along the kerbs is one of their tasks in 
preparation for the mechanical sweeper to come and clean the streetscape. There was some rubbish at the bring 
bank and a roof adjacent to the picture framing business along the streetscape needs attention.

In this category groups are asked to show how through their activities they are reducing waste generation with more 
efficient use of their resources.  Dunshaughlin are doing a number of projects in this category. 
Some of these projects include:   
•    Every can counts – recycling of bags of aluminium cans collected and recycled by Thornton Waste.
•    Hedge and tree trimming together with leaves is all made into peat free compost.  This compost is used 
locally and also by Meath County Council at various locations.
•    A community garden with five raised beds has been created at Gaelscoil.
•    Schools businesses and sports clubs have upgraded their heating and lighting systems to secure big 
savings in energy costs.
•    Rainwater harvesting is used at various locations.  Tidy Towns have three 1,000l rainwater harvesting 
tanks to supply water to planters and hanging baskets.  This is a project that could be adapted by the wider 
community. 
•    A poster awareness campaign on climate change was run with a total of 184 pupils from seven schools 
showing through their artistic skills their feelings on climate change.  Well done to all who took part in this climate 
poster campaign.
Well done to the schools on their achievements in the Green School’s initiative.

There is great co-operation between the resident’s associations and the Tidy Towns group.  The residents do a 
superb job in maintaining their homes and also their surroundings.  The well maintained green areas and good 
landscaping is admired.  Some of the estates also take part in the anti-litter league and Pride of Place competition.  
Awards were won by Hillview, Seachnall Place, Ardlea, and College Park estates.   The houses along the approach 
roads and throughout the town have well painted facades, neat gardens and colourful floral displays brightening up 
the streetscape.   The residents are commended on the work they do in maintaining their homes to such a high 
standard and also helping with other projects throughout the area.  The children’s playground was also admired.  
The scouts should be happy with their beautiful new well decorated Den.

The approach roads to Dunshaughlin gives a very good first impression as one enters the town.  Verges are neat 
while retaining a corridor for wildlife.  It is good to see uniform bi-lingual entrance signs being installed.  All field 
gates should be painted in a uniform colour where possible.  Encroaching foliage should be cut back from all signs 
on approach roads and throughout the town.  Sometimes it is difficult for motorists to read signage as a result of 
overhanging foliage.  Trees, hedging and good landscaping along the approach roads were admired.  Areas of new 
footpaths were noted.  Work was taking place in the town to replace the cast iron water mains system but traffic was 
kept flowing without too much delay.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



overhanging foliage.  Trees, hedging and good landscaping along the approach roads were admired.  Areas of new 
footpaths were noted.  Work was taking place in the town to replace the cast iron water mains system but traffic was 
kept flowing without too much delay.

Concluding Remarks:

Dunshaughlin was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  You are commended on your work to enhance and develop 
the town. You are also congratulated on been named Ireland’s Friendliest Place. This is a result of a competition run 
and sponsored by Retail Excellence to find Irelands friendliest place in which Dunshaughlin was declared winners in 
November 2021.  Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the future.


