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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Dunsany is welcomed to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns competition.  As always it is a pleasure to visit and 
adjudicate this lovely village.  The committee of seven and a number of volunteers are working closely to maintain 
the natural surroundings of the village and its heritage.  During the past number of years fundraising has been 
difficult for groups but you get good support when fundraising from the GAA and the community.  You are grateful 
for this support and also very appreciative of the Pobal grants received.  The committee meet regularly for planning 
and working meetings.  Communication to the wider community is through the local newsletter newspaper and 
Parish Bulletin.   You continue to develop and enhance the village and have identified areas as future projects, such 
as lighting and footpaths which would greatly improve the village appearance.
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The streetscape of the village is greatly enhanced by the colourful planting as one enters the village.  The stone Hall 
building looks bright and welcoming with the colourful window boxes.  The National School, Church of the 
Assumption and grounds are well maintained.  The clothes bank in this area if painted would brighten this important 
facility.  The graveyard is also well kept.  The village pump which is an important part of the village heritage has nice 
planting but the pump needs painting.  The village is fortunate to have such a fine well-presented amenity in Pairc 
Na nGael which the community can use and enjoy. The well planted flower tubs enhance the entrance. Heritage is 
important to the community of Dunsany and It is good to note that the heritage buildings of the two Castles are 
being maintained.  Dunsany Castle is occupied.  Killeen Castle is unoccupied but the estate hosts a major golf 
course.  It was in this location that the Selheim cup was played in 2011.   These historic buildings and surroundings 
are a big attraction and attract many tourists to Dunsany.
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The village is set in a rural setting of green fields bordered by superb hedging and mature trees.  The perennial 
planting throughout the village complements the natural surroundings.  This type of planting is encouraged to 
maintain all year-round colour and provide natural habitats for wildlife.  The well planted containers used at different 
locations also help to brighten these areas.  The roadside verges from the school to Dunshaughlin turn off, could be 
enhanced more with wild flower planting, bringing more colour and interest to this stretch of road.
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The village background of mature trees and hedging provide natural habitats for wildlife in the locality.  The bee 
friendly planting that you have added is commended.  The triangle is a lovely area with superb planting and signage 
to keep the visitors engrossed, enjoying these natural surroundings.  This is a superb walking area for the school 
and community to visit and enjoy the different plants and listen to the birds singing.   Lord Dunsany has a re-wilding 
project on his estate which is encouraging more animals and birds to the area.   Do continue to further enhance the 
village with more bee friendly plants and also ensure that your work is understood by the community, by hosting 
walks and talks to highlight this work. It is also important to celebrate and appreciate the natural surroundings of this 
lovely rural village.
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Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:
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The village background of mature trees and hedging provide natural habitats for wildlife in the locality.  The bee 
friendly planting that you have added is commended.  The triangle is a lovely area with superb planting and signage 
to keep the visitors engrossed, enjoying these natural surroundings.  This is a superb walking area for the school 
and community to visit and enjoy the different plants and listen to the birds singing.   Lord Dunsany has a re-wilding 
project on his estate which is encouraging more animals and birds to the area.   Do continue to further enhance the 
village with more bee friendly plants and also ensure that your work is understood by the community, by hosting 
walks and talks to highlight this work. It is also important to celebrate and appreciate the natural surroundings of this 
lovely rural village.

You have a good plan in place maintaining the village and keeping it neat and tidy.  Litter picking is ongoing from the 
end of January on Saturday mornings throughout the year.  It is important that the wider community gets involved as 
it makes the workload lighter.  It is also a great way for newcomers to the area to get to know the members.  
Signage to discourage litter dumping is displayed.   From the photos submitted with your application there is an 
important social aspect to your work with that welcome cup of tea after you have completed your work.   This is very 
important for getting the work done and enjoying the social side.

In this category groups are asked to show by their activities that waste is being reduced in the community with better 
management of resources. It is good to note that you propose joining Sustainable Energy Community network and 
partnership.  This is good planning which hope will get the wider community involved in more efficiency use of 
energy.    The measures you already have in place in making the village more sustainable, such as the use of 
rainwater and not using pesticides is commended.   Planting vegetables locally helps to reduce  packaging and 
transport.   Planting perennials and bulbs helps to reduce on planting.  Hopefully the wider community will do 
likewise. The mini Library which was erected last year encourages locals to take a book and is an excellent way of 
reusing books.  Segregating litter picks and recycling where possible is also good.   Continue with recycling and 
reusing and your new plan will be welcomed and monitored in the future.

The houses along the entrance roads and throughout the village are maintained to a high standard.  The stone 
buildings of the Parish hall and Dunsany Stores, where the first co-op in Ireland was held and which is now used as 
a private residence, set a high standard for the housing stock.  This high standard is continued throughout the 
village.  The housing area at Knightsbridge park with well-presented green area, seating and good landscaping is a 
delight.  The residents are commended on the presentation of their homes throughout the village.

The approach roads to the village give a good first impression as one enters.  The well-presented junction at 
Dunshaughlin turn off boasts a fine presentation of Solheim flower beds. The colourful planted bicycle was also 
admired.  The remaining entrance roads are also admired with good landscaping, neat verges and well maintained 
footpaths.  Do ensure all encroaching foliage is cut back from all signs.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Dunsany was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  Continue the work in developing and enhancing while maintaining 
the natural surroundings and heritage of the village.


