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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Donore is welcomed to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition 2022.  Thank you for your application, copy of your 
plan and map.  Donore has an active committee of ten members and twelve volunteers, who meet regularly, usually 
on Monday evenings and Sunday mornings, which is more suited to volunteers.  All members of the community are 
welcome, even for an hour or two to get involved.  This helps new members of the community to get to know the 
locals and can become a great social meeting, along with getting work completed.  Communication to the wider 
community is through social media and posters, advertised in the new coffee shop and the convenience store.  You 
engage well with all agencies and businesses which is important for advice and funding for various projects. There 
is a strong link with Donore National School.  A member of the committee liaises with the school principal, green 
school committee and parent’s council. All students are encouraged to get involved.  The local scouts also get 
involved with different projects.  Since taking part in the competition in 2018, Donore has seen a big improvement in 
the village appearance.  The community are more aware of the environment.  Members have different interests and 
skills which are used in the development of different projects.  Your three-year plan will help set out your projects 
yearly, adding more enhancement to the village and surrounds.
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The location of the village situated on the Boyne Valley is rich in history and this is evident as one enters the village.  
The buildings together with the excellent signage directing the visitor to many areas of present and past history, was 
noted.  The thatch houses, add that special tourist attraction to the village and it is no wonder that people visiting 
stop and take pictures. It is difficult to visit the village without visiting the Brui na Boinne visitors centre.  This year’s 
adjudicator certainly enjoyed the experience.  The Church and Parochial house were visited.  The painted boundary 
road wall at the Church needs freshening.  The cemetery is also well cared for.  Naomh Mhuire National school is 
well presented.  The business of the village brings great vibrancy to the streetscape and it is good to note that a new 
coffee shop has opened in the village.
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There were good areas of planting noted throughout the village.  The entrance signs to the village gives a very good 
first impression as one enters.  Good areas of ground planting were noted on the Donore road.  The Newgrange 
symbol in Buxus and the planters were noted and greatly admired.   Ground planting of perennial pollinator friendly 
plants is recommended where possible.  Planting of native hedging and trees should also be included.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

256

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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55
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55

55

34
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22

14

52

28

32

239

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 256

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Mark

Awarded 2022

05/07/2022

 



The natural rural setting of the village of Donore is rich in biodiversity and natural habitats.  The management and 
protection of species and habitats is important in any development and enhancement that takes place in the area.  
There is a lot of information available to groups to ensure proper planting is undertaken to protect our pollinators.  
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan contains a lot of information and ideas.  Do visit this site at www.pollinators.ie.  
Birdwatch Ireland are also very helpful and will give talks to groups on the different species of birds that can be seen 
locally.  Working with the school in any talks organised is encouraged.  Many groups install bird boxes but it is good 
to know if they are being used and by what type of bird.  The community garden will provide a superb area for the 
community members to enjoy nature.  Hopefully the community garden will help educate the community on the 
growing of produce and will also provide a social outlet for village members to meet.  The continuing development of 
this project will enhance the village greatly.

Well done to Donore on their achievements in the Meath County Council anti-litter campaign, which included a gold 
medal in 2018.  The whole community work to keep the village neat and tidy by having regular litter picks.  This plan 
is working well and it is creating great awareness among the community.  You are also encouraging dog walkers to 
clean up and this is also working well.  At the moment you are seeking new bins for the village from the council.  
Visitors to the village are less likely to litter when they see neat and tidy surrounds.

In this category groups are asked to show if they are using their resources efficiently to reduce waste generation.  
Water, transport and energy are some of the areas where waste can be reduced.  You are harvesting rainwater and 
this is something that the wider community can also do.  Using LED bulbs can help save electricity and this is 
certainly an area that should interest the entire community.  Transport is similar, with the rising costs, so looking at 
growing your own vegetables reduces on transport.  It also reduces packaging.  Reusing as you have done by 
incorporating used timber, to make planters and other items for the garden is commended.  Do look at doing a study 
with a number of houses on the amount of waste generated over a four to six week period.  The waste companies 
will be able to give the amount of waste produced.   Then look at ways to reduce the amount of waste being 
generated. The results of this study could be included in your application next year.  Most waste companies charge 
by weight so reducing not only reduces waste but also cost.  It is important to document any projects that you do in 
this category, otherwise they could go unnoticed, as it is the only information the adjudicator has to go on.

Donore has a number of housing estates maintained at present by the residents. Grange:  which is the largest has 
good green areas and superb trees.  Trees are being pruned and cared for.  There is also good landscaping in this 
area.
Murrays view:  which is newly built is also well maintained by residents.
St Mary’s villas : is of a high standard with well cared for green areas and landscaping
St Mary’s Cottages :  Has had work done with the green areas and are well maintained. 
St Marys Heights:  Green areas maintained and kerbing cleaned.
An Riasc:  Developed to a high standard and well cared for.
The houses along the approach roads and throughout the village are maintained to a high standard with well 
painted facades, neat gardens and bright colourful landscaping, bringing great vibrancy to the streetscape.  The 
residents are commended on the work they have done in maintaining their homes to such a high standard while 
also helping with other projects in the village.

The entrance signs on the approach roads to the village, gives a very good first impression.  The landscaped beds 
and planters bring colour to the village.  The hard landscaping of vintage farm machinery and other items 
complements the planting.  The Newgrange symbol in Buxus hedging was admired.  Do ensure that all landscaping 
areas are kept weed free and tidy.  The footpath was also noted.  Footpaths are a very important for health and 
safety reasons for the community.  The Council gives some help with the mechanical sweeper, keeping the roads 
clean.  The volunteers have to do work loosening the grit along the road prior to the sweeper coming to the village. 
Well done to all involved.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Donore.  Keep up the good work and you are wished continued success.


