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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Thank you for your application, map and attachments.  This is your fifth year taking part and you have found the 
competition helpful in developing projects that helps to enhance the village.  There is a committee of six members 
and a large number of volunteers.  All members of the community are invited to get involved.  Part of the volunteers 
are three junior members who liaise with the schools.  There is good co-operation with the schools helping with 
various projects.  Coastal education is important in the community.  An Taisce provides a session on coastal 
education to all the schools each year.  You engage well with all agencies and businesses who support you with 
advice and funding.  Regular meetings are held with the council who advise and guide you on various projects.  
Your work is well publicised through social media.  You write an article each month in the Coaster which is delivered 
to over 7000 homes.  The Drogheda leader also writes a piece in the community notes section of the paper about 
your work.  There was a number of events during the year that the Tidy Towns were very involved in.  These events 
included the launch of the energy master plan and helping to set up a reception centre to help the Ukrainian people 
settle into the area.
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The Tara Road bypass which is commended has helped to alleviate traffic through Bettystown.  This road, footpaths 
and cycle lanes provides a safer location for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists travelling to the superb schools in 
this area.   The planting of native trees and hedging as they mature will help soften the buildings and help to 
enhance the streetscape.  There are a number of buildings and surrounds such as the Golf Club and the Lawn 
Tennis Club that are well presented and provide great recreational areas for the community and visitors to the town 
to enjoy.  There were some enhancements to the streetscape with a number of business facades painted.  The new 
signs also helped to brighten the premises.  Unfortunately, the business of Centra lost its premises through fire. 
They are wished well and it is hoped to see them up running in business again soon.  The town square has been 
enhanced by the Village clock and mural, highlighting the square and the beach entrance.  This could become a 
popular meeting place in Bettystown.  It is good also to note that the Court Hotel area is being refurbished and will 
be in use again soon.  Brook water garden walkway to the beach is being maintained as it is a safe and easy way to 
the beach for the community.  You also hope to have the public board walk through the dunes repaired, leaving this 
area more accessible for the community.
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The planting on the ring road of native trees and hedging together with the wild flowers planted along a section of 
the road is commended.  The planted beds noted through the village were bright and colourful from lavender and 
other pollinator friendly plants.  The pole and wall planters with a more efficient watering system were also admired.  
As noted in your application ground planting  which is recommended was not feasible, but you have installed a 
number of planters to enable trees and plants to enhance the streetscape.  The containers unfortunately do take a 
lot more care to ensure that plants remain healthy.  The planting of bulbs and pollinator friendly plants ensures year 
round interest and colour in the village and approach roads.  The hanging baskets throughout the town were 
particularly admired.
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The planting on the ring road of native trees and hedging together with the wild flowers planted along a section of 
the road is commended.  The planted beds noted through the village were bright and colourful from lavender and 
other pollinator friendly plants.  The pole and wall planters with a more efficient watering system were also admired.  
As noted in your application ground planting  which is recommended was not feasible, but you have installed a 
number of planters to enable trees and plants to enhance the streetscape.  The containers unfortunately do take a 
lot more care to ensure that plants remain healthy.  The planting of bulbs and pollinator friendly plants ensures year 
round interest and colour in the village and approach roads.  The hanging baskets throughout the town were 
particularly admired.

In this category groups are asked to show their understanding and appreciation of nature and biodiversity in their 
area.  You have sought professional help and have a biodiversity plan in place to help steer you in the right direction 
with the management and enhancement of biodiversity in Bettystown.  The town of Bettystown is rich in biodiversity 
and natural habitats.  It is good to note that you ensure this biodiversity is enhanced with the projects developed in 
the village.  The planting of pollinator friendly plants in ground planting and container planting is noticeable.  There is 
no public park area but you have managed to create good planted beds by cultivating and transforming unused sites 
into beautiful areas.   You have also worked with the schoolchildren to help them develop a garden and pond area 
which will help to give the children a greater appreciation of proper planting.  The coastal education also provides 
the children with information on coastal life, marine life and the importance of keeping the beach free of litter.

There is a good plan in place in the control of litter along the approach roads and throughout the town with the 
added addition of the beach to be also monitored and maintained.  Six days a week litter patrols of the approach 
roads are held.  You submitted the amount collected.  Have you noticed a reduction in the amount collected on 
previous collections?  Part of the coastal education is the importance of keeping the beach free of litter for marine 
life as well as human life.  Hopefully this will create awareness and stop litter being dropped.  Beach clean is also 
done daily with a spring and autumn community clean up.  The recycling mesh bins at the beach have proved 
successful.  Streams are also checked frequently for litter so as to avoid litter reaching the coastline.   The overuse 
of signage on buildings makes the streetscape untidy.  The number of signs erected should be controlled under 
planning law.  There is a roof on a premises in the town that needs painting.

In this category groups are asked to show through their activities if they are using their resources  efficiently and as 
result are reducing waste generation.  This has been a difficult area for groups to manage and develop projects in.  
Thankfully you seem to have no difficulty in this area with a number of projects in operation.  The installing of a 
poly-tunnel made from scrap wood and plastic from off cuts, from a commercial polytunnel is one such project.  This 
tunnel is used for the propagation of seeds for planting in the village.  Seeds are also harvested from flowers grown 
this year to sow next year.  In a previous category you have shown that you have a more efficient watering system 
in place for watering the planters along the streetscape.   Christmas trees are shredded and then used for paths and 
surrounds.  There is a toy library in place at the beach where people can borrow or leave a toy.  Any toys left on the 
beach are left in the library.  Waste is segregated and cans and bottles recycled.  Some groups sell the cans and 
obtain funds for small projects.   You have been successful in obtaining funding for an EMP for the village.  This is 
moving forward with a meeting held in March which will help to save energy throughout the town when fully up and 
running.

Bettystown has many different types of houses, both old and new, all bringing their own charm to the streetscape. 
The houses along the approach roads and throughout the town are all well maintained with neat gardens and floral 
displays brightening up their facades.  The housing estates are also well presented with good green areas and 
planting.  Brookside has had a public bench and path way leading by the flower garden installed.  This enables 
people visiting the doctor’s surgery a place to sit and relax.  The thatch buildings were admired and the houses on 
the Mornington road are also special.  The residents throughout the town are commended on maintaining their 
homes to such a high standard and also volunteering, helping to keep the town neat and tidy with various projects.

The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression as one makes their entry.  The ring road has 
good footpaths and cycle lane providing safety for all those using this road.  Landscaping in this area is also superb.  
The bright colourful mural at the school must get a mention. The Eastham roundabout has also been enhanced with 
new landscaping.  Entrance signs on approach roads are good.  The bus stop has also been enhanced.  The newly 
purchased road sweeper is helping to keep the streets clean.  The Clock and mural at the square with the perimeter 
light changing for different events, brings a uniqueness to the square and the town.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Bettystown was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate. During your short time taking part in the competition you have 
done very good work, developing and enhancing the area.  Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the 
future.




