
571Athboy - Baile Átha Buí

Meath

C

51

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. 
Athboy is welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition 2022.  Thank you for your application, map and 
attachments.  It is also noted that you have entered in six special award entries.  Your committee of fifteen members 
together with a large number of volunteers are doing good work in developing projects to enhance the town.  
Community involvement is strong in Athboy with a large number of voluntary groups in the town.  The work of 
Athboy Tidy Towns and all groups was recognised at the Pride of Place awards, with Athboy receiving a total of four 
awards.  Well done on these achievements.   There are a number of groups that help the Tidy Towns with their 
work.  It is good to see a community working closely together, it shows good community spirit.  New residents are 
actively encouraged to get involved.  There is a large number of businesses, agencies and bodies that support the 
Tidy Towns with advice and funding for the various projects.  Communication to the wider community is generally 
through social media and word of mouth, as your presence on the streets is definitely noted.  There is also good 
interaction with the schools, working and helping each other on different projects.  The cow park, a community 
amenity project is ongoing.   A large number of trees were planted namely the Oak for hope project.  This project 
which hopes to instil a love of trees in children, celebrated the birth of local babies during the pandemic.  A number 
of trees were gifted, which were grown locally from Irish Acorn seeds.   Trees are important to Athboy and you are 
applauded on winning the special award from the national tree council in 2021.  This award was for tree planting 
and the after care of trees planted in the town.  This is a great achievement for the town. Well done.
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The streetscape of Athboy has different build types all blending together to add their own charm to the streetscape.  
Athboy is similar to many towns across Ireland with closed buildings forming part of the streetscape.  The group in 
Athboy are addressing this problem with various methods to improve the overall effect of the town.  The historic 
building, such as the Ulster Bank which ceased trading in the town has been restored to a different use by local 
Entrepreneurs.   This restoration is also being applied to other buildings in the town.  The former school building is 
now being used as a gift and home boutique, enhancing this part of the streetscape.  Sites awaiting developing 
have been enhanced by murals, brightening up the safety hoarding.  New businesses have thankfully opened up to 
replace businesses now closed.  It is no wonder that you obtained awards in the Pride of Place competition under 
the vacant premise’s category.  Historic signs note the historic buildings of the town and should also be placed at 
the creamery site, which is now being used as a housing development.  Other buildings noted, were the fine stone 
buildings of St James Church and surrounds and the Garda Station.  The schools including Montessori and 
O’Growney National School were also admired on their presentation.  The superb medical centre situated in the 
former McElhinneys store is easily accessible, with new age friendly parking. Public amenities include the fair green 
and the cow park/community park, which provide many leisurely pursuits for the community to explore.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

351

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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335

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 351

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

24/06/2022

 



and the cow park/community park, which provide many leisurely pursuits for the community to explore.

Athboy is fortunate to have the Athboy river/yellow ford river, the Fair Green now a community park and the cow 
park /community park, amenities in its midst.
Landscaping is of a high standard in Athboy.   The trees of the town have matured which has helped to soften the 
buildings and enhance the streetscape.  There are a number of new projects in this category and a number of 
projects to be maintained.  The planting of perennial pollinator friendly plants was noted in planting schemes.  The 
landscaping at Barrack Lane is one example of such planting.  The natural surroundings of the cow park/community 
park areas are complemented by the planting of wild flowers and hard landscaping located in this site.  The 
developing and enhancement of this community facility is ongoing.  A number of trees have been planted.  The Fair 
Green /community park is bordered by mature trees, making this an excellent recreational area.  The colourful 
planters and window boxes at different locations brings that extra splash of colour to the streetscape.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate nature and biodiversity in their locality.  Athboy has 
sought professional help in the management and enhancement for future projects of biodiversity in the town and its 
surroundings.  This study was conducted by Dr Tina Aughney.   Two projects of tree planting, namely the Oak for 
Hope project and Trees on the Land were undertaken which resulted in a large number of trees been planted in the 
town and surroundings.  A lot of the trees were grown from native Irish Acorns and gifted to the community.  The 
trees were sown for the love of the community and the love of trees.  Herbicide/Pesticide spraying has been 
replaced by a foam stream machine.  The foam stream is made from natural safe products and it is hoped that this 
method will be adopted by other towns and villages to manage weeds.  Athboy is also following guidelines from the 
All-Ireland pollinator plan on new grass mowing plans. As a result of the implementation of the All Ireland Pollinator 
Plan and your promotion of pollinator friendly projects, one of your members Mary Flood was given the award, 
Pollinator champion from Biodiversity Ireland, for a piece she was asked to write on biodiversity.  Having this high 
standard of expertise in your group is commended.  The yellow ford river project is ongoing, with vegetation trimmed 
back under supervision and care taken to avoid any unnecessary material entering the river.  The cow park is also 
another area which shows good management of biodiversity.   It is commended that heritage week will consist of 
walks and talks for the community to celebrate and appreciate nature and biodiversity in their community.  This is 
important as sometimes members of the community are not aware of the many species and their habitats that exist 
in their midst.

Tidiness and the control of litter to be successful should include the wider community.   Thankfully due to the 
restrictions that were in place it helped to get more peoples involved in helping to keep the approach roads and 
other areas litter free.   Athboy takes part in An Taisce Annual spring clean.  It also takes part in the Green 
Kilometre.  These are all good ways of creating awareness and getting more people involved.  Many groups from 
the area have joined the Green kilometre, taking care of a stretch of road.  Volunteers do different areas at times 
that suits their work load.  The children’s group are also important and have to get a mention.  It is important that 
children are involved as it creates an early awareness which usually stays with them.  Some of the bins were 
relocated and new bins installed.  It is unfair that members of the public continue to drop off rubbish in bins and 
other sites.  Hopefully through your observation and mention on social media that this dumping will end.  The 
community are encouraged to clean up after their pets, with awareness created through signs displayed and 
erected.   The bring bank was neat on day of adjudication.  Well done to all the volunteers who help out in this 
category.  The Tidy Towns groups across the country are doing great work in this area.

In this category groups are asked to show how through their activities they are reducing waste generation by better 
management of their resources.  These savings are usually undertaken in transport, water and energy.  Promoting 
cycling, walking and the use of public transport is encouraged.  Hopefully the relocation of the bus stop with more 
parking facilities will help.  Growing plants from seeds and swopping cuttings is another way of saving.  The 
allotments where the community can grow their own produce, will save economically and environmentally.  Mowing 
less grass also helps to reduce waste.  Harvesting of rainwater can be adopted by the wider community on a 
smaller scale, for watering of plants.  A sustainable energy committee is being established.  It is hoped that this 
group will help to change the community to more energy saving methods, such as the use of energy saving bulbs 
and encouraging the community to switch off where possible. It is important in the present climate to save where 
possible.  The retrofitting of homes may also be applied by some of the community.  Businesses are offering water 
refill facilities which is good.  The committee hope to organise more training courses on climate change, creating 
more awareness among the community on the importance of becoming more sustainable.

The housing estates visited have good entrance signs, landscaping and floral displays.  Hedging and trees were 
also observed.  Some green areas are mown in line with the All Ireland pollinator plan.  All estates performed well in 
the anti-litter league obtaining gold for Athboy.  The estates are maintained by the resident’s associations.  Houses 
along the approach roads and throughout the town are different builds.  The old housing stock of the town helps to 
retain the character of the streetscape.  Over shop residents are part of the town tradition.  A number of houses 
have been restored along the streetscape, displaying well painted facades.  The houses along the approach roads 
are well maintained.  These consist of stand- alone houses and larger house clusters all adding their own charm 
and character to the streetscape. The play area was also visited and admired on its good maintenance.  The 
residents are commended on the work they do in maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also for their 
contribution to the town’s presentation.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



are well maintained.  These consist of stand- alone houses and larger house clusters all adding their own charm 
and character to the streetscape. The play area was also visited and admired on its good maintenance.  The 
residents are commended on the work they do in maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also for their 
contribution to the town’s presentation.

The approach roads to the town gives a very good first impression to those entering, by the well-presented entrance 
signs and landscaped areas.  Each entrance road has their own uniqueness with variation in planting.  This variation 
was most noted on Barrack Lane and Otterstown Road.  The approach roads are maintained by CE and TUS 
workers, the Men’s shed, the N51 trekkers, the residents and Tidy Towns group.    Athboy’s love of trees is noted by 
the number planted along the entrance roads.  The trees along the approach roads and throughout the town are 
professionally pruned and cared for by the Tidy Towns.  Do ensure that encroaching foliage is cut back from all 
signage.  All field gates on approach roads should be painted a uniform colour where possible.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Athboy was a pleasure to visit and adjudicate.  The town is fortunate to have a vibrant Tidy Towns committee and 
good community support.  You are doing good work to develop and enhance the town with different projects.  Keep 
up the good work and you are wished well in the future.


