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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
Thank you for your application and copy of your three-year plan.  Ardcath have a committee of five members and a 
large number of volunteers working closely together to develop projects and enhance the village.  This is your 
second year in the competition and already the community have noticed the work that has been completed to 
enhance the village. Committee meetings are held monthly and every two weeks there are working meetings for 
litter picking and other projects.  Meath County Council have been very supportive.  It is important to have a good 
working relationship with the Council as they do give great support through funding and advice to groups. 
Communication to the wider community is through social media and WhatsApp.  Your main project for this year is 
the landscaping at the crossroads.  The Tidy Towns value your participation in the competition and hope that any 
recommendations from the adjudicators will help you with your work.
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From your application it is evident that the heritage and history of the area is important to the community.  The 
village is similar to most rural villages that sees the closure of the local shop.  It is good to note that you are working 
on starting a project in this building which will improve the building and save it from going into disrepair.  The School 
building looks pristine, but the boundary wall needs freshening.  Bennetts Pub brings great vibrancy to this area with 
items of interest in the surroundings.  St Marys Church looks superb.  The graveyard which is well cared for was 
also admired. You are doing good work on this site retaining its heritage and history.  These sites are very important 
for the community and also for people returning to the area visiting and looking up  their ancestors.  Ardcath Hall is 
also on the heritage list, dating back to 1767.  The is a strong GAA presence in the village.  Phase 1 which included 
fundraising to carry out developments to the GAA pitch has been ongoing.  The next phase is the development of a 
club house which you are wished well with.
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The entrance signs to the village are very important in defining the village boundaries.  The adjudicator was unsure 
if the four roads was part of the village.  The planting was noted here and admired. Uniform entrance signs on all 
roads to the village will determine the boundaries and make it easier for the adjudicator judging the area.  
Landscaping at these signs should preferably be perennial pollinator friendly plants.  You should ensure that the 
name is not blocked from view by the foliage.  Planting of native hedging and trees, pollinator friendly plants and 
wildflowers is encouraged.  Ground landscaping where feasible is also recommended.  Planters should not be 
placed on grass but instead be placed on hard surfaces to brighten an area.  Landscaping already in place was 
noticed.  Do ensure that there is enough of bark to conceal ground cover when using it in flower beds.  Neil’s Hill 
seems an ideal location for an organised walk for the village.
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noticed.  Do ensure that there is enough of bark to conceal ground cover when using it in flower beds.  Neil’s Hill 
seems an ideal location for an organised walk for the village.

The natural rural setting of the village of Ardcath provides many areas of natural habitats for wildlife in the trees, 
hedging and stones walls along the approach roads and throughout the village.  Any work carried out in future 
projects should ensure these habitats are protected and enhanced.  Planting of native trees, hedging and pollinator 
friendly plants is encouraged.  Verges should be neat while retaining a corridor for wildlife.  A study on the 
biodiversity within the village could be conducted.  The old graveyard would be ideal for this type of study.  Another 
area would be along the proposed walk.  The results of the study could be presented on information boards placed 
along the walk.  This would help to create awareness with the walkers of the wildlife that is in these areas, while 
enjoying their recreation.

You are doing good work in creating awareness on litter in the community by having litter pick days.  During these 
working days you have collected a large amount of rubbish along the approach roads.  The erection of signs asking 
people not to litter also creates an awareness, not only to the community members but also to those visiting.  Keep 
up the good work you are doing to help keep the village neat and tidy.

In this category groups are encouraged to show how they use their resources to reduce waste generation.  Three of 
the most common key themes of waste generation are water, transport and waste.  Harvesting of rainwater is one 
area that most groups can get involved in.  Growing your own flower plants from seed and also planting vegetables 
can save economically and reduce on transport.  A study could also be carried out and monitored on the amount of 
waste being collected from homes in the community.  This information could be obtained by contacting the waste 
collection units in the area. Reusing of materials such as pallets in the making of planters is a way of reusing.  The 
use of LED bulbs saves on electricity especially in areas such as the GAA where a lot of lighting is needed for 
training and games.  All these measures are examples of how you can reduce waste generation.  Do ensure you fill 
in all sections of your application such as this one.  Every group will be using some measures to recycle and reuse 
so do send a list of your projects otherwise the adjudicator has no way of knowing.

The houses along the approach roads to the village have well painted facades with neat gardens and well planted 
containers all bringing vibrancy to the streetscape.  There is one housing estate in Ardcath, Church View, which is 
bright and colourful with good landscaping.  This estate has continued to win an award in the Pride of Place in the 
small housing estate category over the last number of years. The residents throughout the village are to be 
commended on the work that they have completed to maintain their homes to such a high standard.

The approach roads to the village have good hedging, trees and landscaping areas. It is recommended that all 
verges while being kept neat should retain a corridor for wildlife.  As mentioned in your application and as noted on 
day of adjudication road surfaces throughout the village badly need to be resurfaced.  Hopefully the County Council 
will have this work addressed soon.  The use of bollards along the footpath will help keep this area clean and safe 
for pedestrians.  All entrance roads should have uniform entrance signs which will determine the village boundary.   
All approach roads should also have all gates painted in a uniform colour where possible.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Ardcath village and surrounds.  You have a good plan in place and already noticed the 
improvement to the village with projects completed.  Keep up the good work and you are wished well in the future.


