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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.
The Neale is welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns competition for 2022.  Thank you for your application and copy 
of your 3 to 5-year plan.   The village has a committee of four members and a number of volunteers working 
diligently to develop and enhance this splendid rural village.  Meetings are held quarterly to discuss planned projects 
for the village.  The village has good support from Mayo County Council, Mellottes Bar, Neal Fresh Foods, and 
Hughes Landscaping.  Communication to the wider community is through newsletter and social media.  There is 
also good engagement with the local school.  It is noted from your pictures submitted with your application that the 
children get involved with landscaping and of course the superb Bug Hotel which has been installed across from the 
community hall.  The village has taken part in the competition for twenty years.  Taking part in the competition has 
helped to keep the community motivated in developing and enhancing projects for the area, making it a better place 
for people to live, work and visit.
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The Neale is a heritage village set in a rural setting with superb stone walls forming the boundary on approach 
roads and throughout the village.  The heritage walk which takes the walker past a number of heritage sites is 
definitely recommended.  The walker will hopefully learn more about the past history of the village and its residents.  
One past member honoured was Fr John O’Malley.  The green area is now known as Fr John O’Malley green.  This 
is a well presented area providing picnic facilities and also safe walking routes along the roadway.  The premises 
along the streetscape are a mix of different builds and roof types, each bringing its own charm to the streetscape of 
the village.   The business premises of the village are well presented.  The businesses that are unfortunately closed 
still enhance the streetscape.   The Neale National School and childcare look bright and welcoming.  St Johns 
Church and grounds with the superb stone grotto is well maintained.  The entrance gates could do with freshening.  
The community hall dating back to 1958 an important amenity for the community was also admired.   The 
well-tended cemetery and surroundings shows a caring community that ensures their past members are not 
forgotten.  The village pump was also admired.
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The landscaping along the approach roads and throughout the village looked bright and welcoming with a large area 
of planting to be maintained.   You could perhaps consider planting more pollinator friendly perennials and bulbs 
that would provide more all year-round colour and interest to the village, in some of the planting areas.  This would 
help to reduce the cost but would help to provide more food to encourage our pollinator friends.  The village has 
good planting of trees and hedging together with an abundance of superb stone walls.  At the Cong junction there is 
a corridor of trees that was admired.  Similar planting of trees could be developed along the approach roads to the 
village softening the overall effect of the approach roads.  Reducing the amount of grass cutting is also encouraged.  
Verges should be neat while retaining a corridor for wildlife.  Planting of wild flowers is also encouraged in particular 
the area around the Ball Alley would help to soften the building and also the new paling when erected. The area 
where the Bug Hotel is situated would also be a suitable area for this type of planting.  The landscaping in the 
village complements the hard landscaping noted at various sites. Do ensure that all dead trees are replaced.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 550 304

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

20/07/2022

 



good planting of trees and hedging together with an abundance of superb stone walls.  At the Cong junction there is 
a corridor of trees that was admired.  Similar planting of trees could be developed along the approach roads to the 
village softening the overall effect of the approach roads.  Reducing the amount of grass cutting is also encouraged.  
Verges should be neat while retaining a corridor for wildlife.  Planting of wild flowers is also encouraged in particular 
the area around the Ball Alley would help to soften the building and also the new paling when erected. The area 
where the Bug Hotel is situated would also be a suitable area for this type of planting.  The landscaping in the 
village complements the hard landscaping noted at various sites. Do ensure that all dead trees are replaced.

In this category groups are asked to show how they appreciate the nature and biodiversity in their area.  The village 
is rich in biodiversity and natural habitats.   Groups are encouraged to engage with a professional and complete a 
biodiversity study of their area.  This would help them to develop projects that would enhance the biodiversity of the 
area. Working with Bird Watch Ireland and including the school in this work to erect bird boxes and study the 
different species of birds in the village is also good.  Working in conjunction with the All Ireland Pollinator Plan is 
also recommended.  You are engaging with the County Council on a landscaping plan so hopefully this will be 
completed in due course.  The bug hotel takes pride of place in the village.

There is a good plan in place in controlling litter in the village.  There is regular litter picks with members assigned to 
different stretches of road which helps to create awareness and get more of the community involved.  Does the 
village take part in the anti-litter league competition?  This competition also helps to creates awareness among the 
wider community.

In this category groups are asked to show by their activities, they are reducing waste generation by better use of 
their resources.   The most common areas where savings can be made are in water, energy and transport.  The 
proposed water harvesting tank to be placed at the back of the Church is commended.  This is an area which the 
wider community could adapt in a smaller scale at their homes in the use of rainwater harvesting.  Using old pallets 
to construct the Bug Hotel is another way of saving.  Cycling and walking and using public transport are all good 
ways of saving.  The use of LED lighting is also encouraged.  It is certainly required at the present time to save 
economically and reduce energy use.  Planting of flowers and vegetables reduces packaging and transport.  
Working with the school in this category is also encouraged.  Refraining from using weed killer is also commended. 
Do ensure that all projects in this category are listed, otherwise they could go unnoticed and not get the recognition 
they deserve.

The houses along the approach roads and throughout the village are well maintained with neat gardens and bright 
colourful landscaping.  The enhancements of painting and murals to the unoccupied dwellings such as the old post 
office brighten up their facades.  The hard landscaping at various sites looks bright and welcoming.   The residents 
are commended for the work they have undertaken in maintaining their homes to such a high standard and also for 
their work in maintaining the village.

The bright landscaping at the bi-lingual entrance signs to the village gives a good first impression to those entering 
the village. The village is fortunate to have superb stone boundary walls throughout the village.  Mature trees and 
hedging were also noted.   Verges are neat.  The street lighting is also enhanced by landscaping.  Do ensure all 
signage is cleaned and any encroaching foliage is cut back from signs.  All dead trees need to replaced.  All field 
gates along approach roads need to be painted in a uniform colour where possible.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The Neale is rich in heritage.  It is good to note that the history of the village is being appreciated in the heritage 
walk of the village and surroundings.  You are doing good work to develop and enhance the village.  Keep up the 
good work and you are wished well in the future.


