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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór…
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your well presented entry. This is your 5th 
time entering the competition, based on 2017 as the first year of entry. Your entry with 33 pages document including 
3 pages for the map and a separate 18 page Biodiversity Action Plan dated March 2019, gives a detailed overview 
of the excellent central role Shrule Village Enhancement Group (SVEG) has in leading the wider Shrule community 
towards higher standards of environmental awareness and excellence. The report has good quality photos 
imbedded in each of the categories.
The map is very clear and a second page (Satellite image) has a very useful clear link to the individually numbered 
projects. Note that the designation Future Projects (FP) has been discontinued this year but the N (new) and M 
(Maintenance) have been continued - N and M appear in the clearly labelled project locations on the map.
You use the Shrule Community Facebook as a communications channel with a very impressive 1551 followers and 
use the weekly church/community newsletter to inform the community. For a small community (population 432, 2016 
data) this is a very large number of Facebook followers which you can track to monitor SVEG’s continuing 
community outreach.  One suggestion is to include more photos of SVEG activities in the Facebook page - which 
will also be a ready resource for next year’s Tidy Towns competition application and a record of progress throughout 
the year.
There appears to be very good interaction with St. Joseph’s N.S. and strong support from Mayo Co. Council, the 
local GAA group, Heritage Officer, local LAWPRO officers.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented as an addendum comprising an18 page 
Biodiversity Action Plan (dated March 2019). While this is excellent in its own right, it does not fulfil the Tidy Towns 
Handbook guidelines for a 3-5 year plan. This often starts with a shared vision with identified group objectives 
prioritised as annual action plans with specific projects identified in many or all of the Tidy Town’s 8 categories. 
Perhaps in next year’s application a more conventional plan should be developed, following the guidance in the 
Handbook.  The excellent new Tidy Towns handbook available on the  main Tidy Towns website 
(https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ) is a source of new ideas and suggestions, for example you might 
consider exploring Mayo Co. Council’s PPN network, also evaluating whether SVEG needs to carry out a 
community needs assessment survey.

Your core committee of 4 supported by 10 volunteers constitute a very small minority of the total population 
(reportedly 147 in the 2016 census) and as a small group in terms of numbers have made Shrule a much improved 
progressive village. 
It would be nice to see reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the SVEG 
projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all humanity) as a 
start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Mark
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TOTAL MARK 550 270

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Mark

Awarded 2022

12/06/2022

 



start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.

The buildings in the village were generally presented.  Along the main street Craddocks Bar, James Molloy 
Victualler, Mullins Londis Supermarket and TJ Gibbons bar were nicely painted. The St Joseph’s RC Church and  St 
Joseph’s NS looked well.  The general aspect of the Main Street reflected the story of a small rural village striving to 
overcome the downturns which left many premises empty  and untended. A number of premises were closed or on 
the edge of dereliction with M. Kavanaghs fallen in to total disrepair, roofless and forlorn but with a nice cut stone 
frontage. The adjacent closed shop (what looked like a hardware supplier) was closed but the shop was intact with 
good window display space.  Perhaps the owner would be amenable to SVEG putting on a display of recent projects 
to improve the visual aspect and provide SVEG with an excellent communications platform.
The Shrule cemetery was neat and tidy and beautifully tended.  The newly surfaced road from the village street was 
recently resurfaced to a very high standard and enhanced the access to the ruins of St Colman’s Church. In the 
cemetery is an acorn shaped limestone childrens memorial. 
The area in front of the castle with the excellent stone bordered flowerbed and the iconic yellow pump showed off 
the area to full advantage.   The display boards were recently erected and double sided.  They show the history of 
Shrule Castle, Rural Life in Shrule. Historic Sights of Shrule and an overview of the History of Shrule.
The paving of the footpaths was of high quality with interlocking grey paving brick. 
Keep up the good work in improving the empty premises and maintaining the paving and street furniture and 
developing an attractive village colour scheme.

The entrances to the village looked well tended and the new stonewall at the Pound at the Ramolin/Kilmaine 
crossroads set off the linear wildflower area beside the wall. 
There is also a well constructed flower bed on the roadside opposite the Churchfield estate.
The village green in front of the historic de Burca castle is well kept with a large colourful flowerbed and regularly 
maintained grass. 
The Shrule village sign near the bridge on the southern end of the village is tastefully landscaped.
The many roadside trees looked well and benefitted from a lot of care over the previous years.

The Black river which designates the border with Co. Galway has been developed and managed to enhance 
pollinators and to promote wildlife of all kinds.  There is a narrow access pathway along the riverbank and provides 
an area for lots of future exciting projects.  It is an oasis of calm punctuated by birdsong.  Close by, I noticed a swift 
bird box high on the nearby gable end of the community centre.
Continue to use pollinated friendly plants in your beds and containers and further promote wildflowers, perhaps 
encouraging residents to devote initially a small part of their own garden as a rewinding experiment - with advice 
from SVEG.

The village was essentially litter free and poster free on adjudication day. Congratulations on keeping the busy main 
road N84 litter free despite the large daily traffic flow.

As mentioned above, the recycling centre adjacent to the community centre was commendably busy on adjudication 
day and a model of tidiness and good order.
Some littering was observed on the riverbank towpath - this out-of-sight area needs at least a weekly litter pick.
The waste bin facilities are excellent and perhaps could be augmented by some dog waste bins.

The bottle bank near the community centre was in use on adjudication day and looked neat and tidy. Your group is 
at the start of your Sustainability journey. For ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability 
section of the Tidy Towns Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
Perhaps you might consider rainwater harvesting from the community centre roof followed by encouraging the 
National School to follow suit.

The extensive Churchfield estate has a really impressive limestone constructed archways on either side of the 
entrance. The large detached houses are well kept with well tended front gardens and many appropriate trees. 
Generally all trees were well tended with the exception of many of the roadside trees in the inner estate with stake 
ties which should be removed as soon as possible as they will hinder future growth.
The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive  aspects of a typical Irish village - your continuing work to 
improve the visual aspect of the empty premises is commendable. Additional flower boxes and containers would 
add a welcome splash of colour. Residents should be encouraged to plant an appropriate species of tree in the front 
garden to add visual and biodiversity interest.

The dry limestones walls on the approach roads and the well kept roadside verges were noted. The new flower bed 
at the Pound was admired.
All the approach roads had a high quality surface. 
The labyrinth on the Church ground turned out to be a circular pathway made of local stone set  on a flat surface 
with an 11 circuit pathway to the inner circle - apparently constructed to celebrate the millennium.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The dry limestones walls on the approach roads and the well kept roadside verges were noted. The new flower bed 
at the Pound was admired.
All the approach roads had a high quality surface. 
The labyrinth on the Church ground turned out to be a circular pathway made of local stone set  on a flat surface 
with an 11 circuit pathway to the inner circle - apparently constructed to celebrate the millennium.

Concluding Remarks:

Shrule is a historic place to visit  and has a bright future in its Tidy Towns journey. This was my first visit and I look 
forward to seeing the village develop and visiting it again in the future.


