
501Mulranny - An Mhala 
Raithní

Mayo

B

50

Fáilte Chuig Comórtas na mBailte Slachrmhara Super Valu 2021. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na hiontrála a chur 
chugainn. Go raibh maith  agaibh as ucht bhur dtacaíocht le linn na paindéime. Lean leis an dea-obair. 

Your volunteers work through the actions in your long-term plan.  You have helped by local businesses, the school 
and also from summer residents.  The Council, and many different agencies all work with you to advance your plan.  
And all 18 separate community groups of Mulranny have embarked and worked together to better your village.  

On adjudication day the streets were busy with horse and carts, campervans, tents and many overseas vehicles.   
All these visitors were not disappointed with the wonderful views over Clew Bay, and the presentation of your 
village, and the sunshine!  

In the 31 years that you have entered this competition you have won many awards – deservedly so.  
Congratulations.

47

Homes and businesses, new and old, all along the Main Street of Mulranny looked freshly painted and had an array 
of attractive planters.  Arriving from the west, Moynish House has a tasteful retro Guinness  mural on its cable end.  
One empty premises no longer operating as a commercial business was empty.  We wondered if you could put an 
attractive  window display here for the passing public to enjoy.  

The Antique Shop looked lovely with hollyhocks and different flowers outside this attractive thatched cottage.  Inside 
it was a delight to explore many wonderful antiques and marks for sustainability as they had bowler hats turned into 
lamp shades!! 

The new Arts Centre opened in the last 12 months. We tried to visit but were not sure if it was open to the public or 
is just to provide artists with a creative space.  The pictures provided show what a great space this building now 
offers the community.  

Trials for surfacing at the Causeway are on-going  - it is hard to imagine it covered with the sea – as in the pictures 
provided. ``
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:
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Awarded 2022

31/07/2022

 



You have put a lot of effort into planting that provides colour and interest throughout the year.  Some wonderful 
pictures were provided including the stunning one of the marshes/intertidal habitats in flower.  You have dramatically 
reduced the use of annual bedding plants, favouring the planting of flowers which require less watering, less upkeep 
and which are more sustainable for the environment.

The Centenary Garden was visited, and it was a lovely oasis providing views across the bay.  Perhaps a sign could 
be put on the gate itself saying ‘welcome’, so others don’t think it is a private garden.  Here St John's wort, roses 
and buddleia all provided food for pollinators.  

Public seating was yet to be repaired as identified in your entry form – but most visitors were enjoying the new 
promenade areas.

Many may not realize the voluntary effort put into your work.  Your volunteers have attended a lot of workshops and 
conferences, so they are full of ideas of how to enhance appropriately the habitats and wildlife of Mulranny    You 
know about the rarity and importance of the habitats on your doorstep and this is shared on local notice boards at 
the beach.  Your entry demonstrates the knowledge of your volunteers, and you are encouraged to share details of 
your activities and planting schemes where possible, especially to your visitors.  

There were many different activities listed for this category of the competition.  We were impressed to read about 
your participation in the EU Erasmus Project ‘Compassionate Global Citizens’.  In this you partner with schools 
across the EU and partner schools met each other via Google Classrooms. Each school studied and presented on a 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and your focus was on SDG 15 Life on the Land with a particular emphasis 
on Mulranny’ s rare Machair and the rare Mulranny Old Irish Goats.  The goats are also doing their bit to manage 
the invasive plant species on the area, and it was great to read of their help also in fire management.  Another great 
project that Mulranny is sharing with the country – we are sure Howth is delighted with your export.  

Wildlife information was provided at the school parking area, and the school had some lovely vegetable beds.  Your 
volunteers have also worked to maintain the biodiversity garden here outside of term time. 
 
For National Tree Week 2022 you had a celebration and tree planting ceremony at the Bunnahowna Bridge, 
Mulranny. Twenty native tree species were planted on the day and a tree planting programme was commenced in 
Mulranny.  And every final year student at the national school was provided with a native oak tree to plant.  Oak is 
one of our longest living trees.  What a fitting gift to pass to this generation who in turn will be planting these trees 
for future generations to enjoy.

Despite arriving on what would be one of the busiest and warmest days of the year, very little litter was observed in 
the village or at the beach. This is testament to your litter patrols and the beach clean ups that you run every June.  

There was some dog poop in places.  There was also some broken glass in front of the recycling banks and 
hopefully that could be picked up and tidying up quite quickly.  

At the pedestrian crossing near Costcutters, there with a short pipe protruding out the ground with wires that could 
be a trip hazard.  Opposite the Tourist Office was a tall telegraph post with a lot of cables lying across the bottom of 
the pavement.  Further west by an access path to the Greenway, another ESB post was noted with a lot of 
unfinished wires protruding at the top.  

Christmas trees and Christmas decorations should not be in-situ outside of the festive season.  Utility boxes have 
nicely been integrated into the stone walls outside the Health Centre  - could these be painted?  

Opposite the entrance to the Mulranny Park Hotel was a sewage vent pipe that should be painted in a nice attractive 
colour.  

Your school children have been tasked to fund nurdles – and sadly a lot of these plastic pellets were found on your 
beaches.

Mulranny was formally announced by Mayo County Council as Mayo’s Initial Decarbonising Zone, aiming to reduce 
greenhouse gases by at least 51% by 2030.  This is an ambitious and great project for you to back and you are 
commended for your efforts to date on this.  The vision not only looks at transport but also farming, procurement, 
biosphere and advances you in your progression of the Sustainable Development Goals.   Tree planting happened 
this year as part of your commitment by your Decarbonising Zone Committee.  Retrofitting is planned for a lot of 
your communities and there is a lot of interest in this.  

Hosting one of the first greenways in the whole of Ireland, it's lovely to see how Mulranny  has embraced cyclists.  
The new public areas were full of cyclists resting and enjoying ice creams with their bikes safely locked up at the 
stands.  Replacement bike pumps will be good for this area.  

Other transport initiatives are being promoted such as the buses available to travel to Ballycroy.  Bus times were 
displayed at the Tourist office.  Can bikes be transported on buses too?  

The Tourist Office had a large number of solar panels on its roof, and this sends a good message about the 
community’s dedication to sustainability.  They also power the first community run electric bike scheme in Ireland.  
Not only do you also have a free water-refill station at the Tourist Office – there were notices about this on notice 
boards, and it was detailed on your tourist maps.  

We were also impressed with the workshop where the items made by the community through the Gifts of Hands 
work are sold and displayed.  This is a great project that has social and economic and is important to save and pass 
on these skills.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



the pavement.  Further west by an access path to the Greenway, another ESB post was noted with a lot of 
unfinished wires protruding at the top.  

Christmas trees and Christmas decorations should not be in-situ outside of the festive season.  Utility boxes have 
nicely been integrated into the stone walls outside the Health Centre  - could these be painted?  

Opposite the entrance to the Mulranny Park Hotel was a sewage vent pipe that should be painted in a nice attractive 
colour.  

Your school children have been tasked to fund nurdles – and sadly a lot of these plastic pellets were found on your 
beaches.

Planters and window boxes were displayed at railings, corners and wherever your committee felt they would make 
an impact.  Tired and depleted flower beds were replanted with goat and deer proof flowers and shrubs! 

At the turning towards  in Brendon village the landscaping looked very well and there was a lovely playground here.

As mentioned, many homeowners are taking part in your energy/retrofitting programme which will benefits homes 
across the community.

Consider how visitors arrive into Mulranny.  Approaches by road are of a high standard.  But what about at the 
Greenway? They arrive and see the rear of premises first. Maybe some of these premises would benefit with 
screening for bins and storage areas?  Some large concrete blocks were placed at trailheads to stop vehicles 
accessing the cycleway  - could these blocks be painted a bright colour or have some nice pictures on them? 

Arriving by road, we are drawn by the wonderful scenery and stone walls of the area.  You held a dry-stone wall 
festival in May and even had a children’s stone balancing competition!  Roses planted along the sides of the 
pavement as you come into Mulranny from the East looked, and smelt, lovely.  We liked the safety bollards that 
separated the cycle lane from the road.  Nearby there were a number of dead or dying street trees that need to be 
replaced.  Field gates within the village boundary could be painted or have some pictures or yarn bombs attached 
so that they really stand out.  

As you leave the village heading east, there was a redundant post in the LHS but hopefully could be removed.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Your entry shows how all of your actions are helping achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.  Your work 
is focused and supported by all.  You have taken expert advice, or self-trained your volunteers.  Congratulations on 
the concerted efforts of your community across all categories of this competition.  This was an excellent submission.


