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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór…
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your excellent entry. This is your 12th time 
entering the competition. Your entry with 35 pages Word document including 1 page for the map and a 2 page plan, 
gives a detailed overview of the excellent central role Kilmaine's Tidy Towns (KTT) has in leading the wider Kilmaine 
community towards higher standards of environmental awareness and excellence.
The map is very clear, but one suggestion is to link it to the individually numbered projects listed in the various 
categories, recording the consecutively numbered projects on the map showing their exact locations.
You use Facebook as a communications channel with 740 followers and use the weekly church/community 
newsletter to inform the community. For a small community this is a large number of Facebook followers which you 
can track to monitor KTT’s continuing impact.  A suggestion, include more photos of KTT activities in the Facebook 
page - which will also be a ready resource for next year’s Tidy Towns competition application and a record of 
progress throughout the year.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented concisely as a 4 project list over two 
pages. The intent of the plan is very clear and looks realistic and has defined timelines with general assigned 
responsibility for specific project implementation, so that the plan can easily be reviewed when objectives are 
measurable and time-bound.
Your core committee of 8 supported by 8 volunteers constitute a good fraction of the total population (reportedly 147 
in the 2016 census) and have made Kilmaine a progressive village.
The Tree project and adult learning activities also caught the eye.  
It was also good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the 
KTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all humanity) 
as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.
The excellent new Tidy Towns handbook available on the  main Tidy Towns website 
(https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ) is a source of new ideas and suggestions, for example you might 
consider exploring Mayo Co. Council’s PPN network, also evaluating whether KTT needs to carry out a community 
needs assessment survey.
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The public buildings in the village were well presented and the newly painted yellow Community Centre  on the 
Tuam road sparkled in the sunshine.  The grey limestone RC Church on Church Road blends in well with the 
backdrop of the unique dry limestone field walls on the fields adjoining the church. The general aspect of the Main 
Street reflected the story of a small rural village striving to overcome the downturns which left many premises empty  
and untended. It was good to see that Jack Murphy’s Pub was renovated and reopened.  The closure of the iconic 
Flanagans family shop last Christmas Eve was a blow to the  village after 70 years of service, although continuing to 
operate as an undertaker. One unoccupied building in the centre of the village, has had a very appropriate upgrade 
with the imitation doors/windows repainted in black and white.  The new builds on the Galway road and Church road 
will hopefully stimulate a  timely recovery and  contribute to the ultimate rebirth of the village. The wire free 
streetscape in the centre of the village together with the very attractive Victorian style lamp standards adds to the 
village ambience. 
The McHale Farm Machinery business has a major visual impact on the streetscape and is softened somewhat by 
what looks like a green creeper on the front wall, perhaps more screening could be done along and closer to the 
wall near the roadside footpath.
The Abbey Graveyard is in prominent position along the Main Street and the wildflower Ox-Eye Daisies are an eye 
catching delight.
The new cemetery outside the town was neat and tidy and was quite busy on adjudication day.
The official opening of the new community playground by Michael Ring TD last September supported by SW Mayo 
Development Co., Mayo LCDC and part funded by Mayo Local Action group (€63,864) marked another positive step 
in the ongoing development of Kilmaine. 
     
Keep up the good work in improving the empty premises and maintaining the paving and street furniture and 
developing an attractive village colour scheme.
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and untended. It was good to see that Jack Murphy’s Pub was renovated and reopened.  The closure of the iconic 
Flanagans family shop last Christmas Eve was a blow to the  village after 70 years of service, although continuing to 
operate as an undertaker. One unoccupied building in the centre of the village, has had a very appropriate upgrade 
with the imitation doors/windows repainted in black and white.  The new builds on the Galway road and Church road 
will hopefully stimulate a  timely recovery and  contribute to the ultimate rebirth of the village. The wire free 
streetscape in the centre of the village together with the very attractive Victorian style lamp standards adds to the 
village ambience. 
The McHale Farm Machinery business has a major visual impact on the streetscape and is softened somewhat by 
what looks like a green creeper on the front wall, perhaps more screening could be done along and closer to the 
wall near the roadside footpath.
The Abbey Graveyard is in prominent position along the Main Street and the wildflower Ox-Eye Daisies are an eye 
catching delight.
The new cemetery outside the town was neat and tidy and was quite busy on adjudication day.
The official opening of the new community playground by Michael Ring TD last September supported by SW Mayo 
Development Co., Mayo LCDC and part funded by Mayo Local Action group (€63,864) marked another positive step 
in the ongoing development of Kilmaine. 
     
Keep up the good work in improving the empty premises and maintaining the paving and street furniture and 
developing an attractive village colour scheme.

The entrances to the village looked well tended and the fine roadside nature trail following the planted trees along 
the Tuam Road was noted.
The wild landscaping along the Ballinrobe road was very well done with an intestine mix of wildflowers including 
many pollenating plants.
There has been continued emphasis on tree planting as part of the excellent on-going programme:
you have added 300 Hawthorn trees on the Tuam Road to create a Hawthorn hedge, and 120 mixed native trees to 
the new housing estate. You also added fruit trees on the Nature walk, 9 blackcurrant, 6 raspberry trees and 2 
quince trees which complement the existing crab apple trees and blackberry bushes.   The existing large number of 
roadside trees were well cared for and presented a pleasant aspect.
The three new flower beds were observed on the Galway Road. These flowerbeds were reportedly created using 
recycled cardboard as the initial barrier, compost from a local mushroom house, and all the plants were grown from 
seeds saved in the community garden. 
The Community Garden is moving to a new location and the existing old garden was understandably a little 
overgrown and not too well tended - the polytunnel and a large stack of raised-bed timbers were on site, presumably 
awaiting relocation.
It was good to hear that harvested rainwater  is being used for watering and a large plastic IBC full of rainwater was 
observed behind the Community Centre.
The open green spaces were generally well presented but perhaps needed more frequent attention  to ensure a well 
trimmed aspect - they possibly could have been a little tidier on adjudication day.

The roadside flowerbeds and natural wildflowers are welcome locations for promoting pollinator hungry insects.
The Abbey graveyard wildflowers display immediately catch one’s attention and is an excellent way of 
communicating and spreading the good practice of rewinding.
We look forward to seeing the relocated community garden and its excellent work in providing  seeds and plants for 
the coming year.  Extending the planting of fruit trees is commendable.
The community garden open day held last August with a plant sale, baked goods and home produced goods sale 
appears to have been a very successful stand-out community event.
The workshop held in the primary school on pollinators/biodiversity is to be commended, as is the founding of a 
beekeepers club in the community. The recognition you have received from the Local Authority Pollinator Award is 
well deserved.  keep up the good work!

The village was essentially litter free  and poster free on adjudication day with some very minor fresh litter in the 
passageway behind the community garden and the back path to McHales.
Some minor weeds were peeping through the pavement edge outside the closed Lyons shop.
Congratulations on keeping the busy main road N84 litter free despite the large daily traffic flow.
The hosting of the recent (10th May) community WEEE electrical recycling day generating two truckloads of 
recyclable materials was an outstanding success.
The recycling centre adjacent to the community centre was commendably busy on adjudication day and a model of 
tidings and good order.
Involving the primary school in litter picks is also commendable and perhaps could become a normal part oh the 
litter campaign.
The waste bin facilities are excellent as are the dog waste measures on the nature walk.

The continuing practice of saving and reusing bulbs, using seeds which are saved in the community garden (both 
vegetables and flowers), community composting, rainwater harvesting, these are all important starting points in the 
sustainability journey.  For ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy 
Towns Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



litter campaign.
The waste bin facilities are excellent as are the dog waste measures on the nature walk.

The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive  aspects of a typical Irish village - your continuing work to 
improve the visual aspect of the empty premises is commendable.  In due course you might consider a coordinated 
painting scheme for premises on the main street which might attract specific funding. The flower boxes and 
containers added a welcome splash of colour. Riverside Close adjoining the children’s playground was well 
presented, although the public green areas were ready for a trim!  Residents should be encouraged to plant an 
appropriate species of tree in the front garden to add visual and biodiversity interest.

The dry limestones walls on the approach roads and the well kept roadside verges were noted. The new flower 
beds on the Galway Road were admired. The row of black bollards took away somewhat form the pleasing visual 
aspect, perhaps in due course in consultation with Mayo Co. Council, a low hedge could be planted to replace the 
line of bollards.
The newly surfaced roads were noted.
It was also good to see that the new builds near the RC Church were facing/lining the roadside cement block wall 
with natural stone, blending it in with the other approach walls.
The back lanes between the main street and the existing community garden continuing to the housing estate and 
branching towards McHales form a practical pedestrian connection and could be further developed as a useful 
amenity.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Kilmaine is a lovely place to visit with the memorable tree planting project (often with individual commemorative 
memorial nameplates), the colourful new children’s playground and the marvellous community garden project. This 
was my first visit and I look forward to seeing the village develop and visiting it again in the future.


