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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór…
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your excellent entry. Your entry with 42 
pages Word document  plus 1 page PDF format for the map, gives a detailed overview of the excellent central role 
Cong's Tidy Towns (CTT) has in supporting and leading the wider Cong community towards higher standards of 
environmental excellence.
The map is very clear and the project numbers tie in to the photos presented towards the end of the application over 
13 pages. Perhaps you might consider incorporating the photos in the relevant categories in the main body of the 
application in future reports.
The short video gives a bird’s eye view of the wonderful ‘island’ location of Cong between Lough Mask and Lough 
Corrib and the unique riverine situation.  These type of short videos could well be a kind of useful template the other 
Tidy Towns groups leading to a possible helpful feature of Tidy Towns applications in the future.
As suggested in a previous adjudication, you provide the statistics on Facebook followers (1757) with an impressive 
1972 followers on the adjudication day, and Instagram followers (951) with an also increased number of 968 on 
adjudication day.  This reflects a vibrant and engaged community and the excellent level of wider effective 
communication by CTT showing a real expanding impact.
You might check the operability of the link to www.cong-ireland.com which did not open for the adjudicator.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented as a CTT project list broken down by 
short, medium and longterm over five pages. The intent of the plan is very clear  and looks realistic. One suggestion 
is to assign responsibility for specific project implementation to individuals or groups so that the plan can easily be 
reviewed if objectives are measurable and time-bound.
Your core committee of 4 supported by 12 regular members attending monthly meetings with a wider group of 29 
volunteers constitute a large fraction of the total population (reportedly 145 in the 2016 census) have made Cong an 
exceptional tourist attraction close to the iconic Ashford Castle hotel and estate.  The completion of the ‘Rising of 
the Waters’ project and the very large number of landscaping, walkway, building repainting, and biodiversity projects 
reflects outstanding engagement with organisations, businesses and sports clubs and the wider community.
It was also good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the 
CTT projects, this is a useful practical step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all humanity) as a 
start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.
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Cong is a breathtaking gem of a village set in a most idyllic setting. The striking estate walls of Ashford Castle 
provide a pleasing teaser to the subsequent wonder of such a memorable village. The shopfronts are striking and 
the streetscapes are attractive. There is a pleasing colour scheme with splashes of vibrant colour from the many 
flower boxes and containers. There is a pleasing harmony between the buildings, the public spaces and the very 
visible distinctive river presence at every turn. The sculptures and street art set off and complement the mix. 
Some premises which especially caught the eye include Pat Cohan's bar, Dying Man House, 
the Crowes Nest Pub, Danagher’s Hotel, the Galway Woolen Market, Arran Island Knitwear, the Hungry Monk, 
Cong Pharmacy, P McHugh, Irish History Bookshop and the Quiet Man House.
It was noted that you are actively striving to improve the derelict house between the Hands of Fame and Danagher’s 
Hotel.
The new looking community centre (mistakenly passed by as a private house the first time!) was visited and the fine 
stone walls of the car park were admired. it was a bit puzzling that the fine carved stone plaque embedded in the 
wall showed “The Crossroads  Community Centre” when Cong Community Centre was expected.  This only added 
to the overall special mystique of Cong!
The St Feichin’s GAA clubhouse and facilities also was visited and a double take on the sign “Neale GAA” club 
preceded realisation of a shared club with nearby The Neale.

The ‘Rising of the Waters’ open space was very nearly completed with all the plaza paved and the five stone clad 
benches and footpath link with the bridge completed, the Mayo Co Council plastic fencing signalled that some final 
details are outstanding.  The newly planted trees were leaning over slightly on adjudication day as a result of recent 
strong winds. This is a very significant addition to the public realm in Cong and all associated with this outstanding 
project are to be complimented.
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the streetscapes are attractive. There is a pleasing colour scheme with splashes of vibrant colour from the many 
flower boxes and containers. There is a pleasing harmony between the buildings, the public spaces and the very 
visible distinctive river presence at every turn. The sculptures and street art set off and complement the mix. 
Some premises which especially caught the eye include Pat Cohan's bar, Dying Man House, 
the Crowes Nest Pub, Danagher’s Hotel, the Galway Woolen Market, Arran Island Knitwear, the Hungry Monk, 
Cong Pharmacy, P McHugh, Irish History Bookshop and the Quiet Man House.
It was noted that you are actively striving to improve the derelict house between the Hands of Fame and Danagher’s 
Hotel.
The new looking community centre (mistakenly passed by as a private house the first time!) was visited and the fine 
stone walls of the car park were admired. it was a bit puzzling that the fine carved stone plaque embedded in the 
wall showed “The Crossroads  Community Centre” when Cong Community Centre was expected.  This only added 
to the overall special mystique of Cong!
The St Feichin’s GAA clubhouse and facilities also was visited and a double take on the sign “Neale GAA” club 
preceded realisation of a shared club with nearby The Neale.

The ‘Rising of the Waters’ open space was very nearly completed with all the plaza paved and the five stone clad 
benches and footpath link with the bridge completed, the Mayo Co Council plastic fencing signalled that some final 
details are outstanding.  The newly planted trees were leaning over slightly on adjudication day as a result of recent 
strong winds. This is a very significant addition to the public realm in Cong and all associated with this outstanding 
project are to be complimented.

The flower beds on the Neale road set off by a central purple/aubergine coloured shrub fit in well between the 
pathway and the road and provide an additional pollinator friendly location.
The new flower beds beside the Children’s Playground and the roundabout are to be commended.
The overall landscaping in the village and surrounds is sensitively done and a model for other developing villages. 
Cong is surrounded by mature trees and benefits from the Coillte  managed woodlands.  All trees looked well cared 
for and properly maintained.
The new Hands around the World sculpture sits in an imaginatively landscaped setting surrounded with recent 
(2021) handprints of Brendan Graham and Mary Kennedy.
The On the Wing  bog oak sculpture sits in a beautifully landscaped space beside the river.
The flower baskets and containers are to be seen at every turn in the village to excellent effect.
The Foroige planting on the railings from the carpark to the village added a welcome dash of colour.

The number and breadth of your nature and biodiversity projects is remarkable. It was interesting that the primary 
school swift box project saw the actual birth of a new generation of swifts via live streaming video.  The swan and 
duck population on the river is thriving, I spotted a new family of swans gliding across the still river waters in pursuit 
of their elders.
The many ducks competed for food distributed by young visitors on the eastern side of the bridge, it was noted that 
the deckhouse was in ‘dry dock’ on the riverside on adjudication  day.
The bee friendly mix of flowers and shrubs in all new planting, the numerous nature information boards and your 
Geopark project support is exemplary.
The close and symbiotic link with Ashford Castle in your joint pursuit of biodiversity excellence was a joy to read 
about - Ashford Castle’s green credentials now have been officially acknowledged and you can benefit from any 
new learning in this space.
The many nature trails which originate in Cong are supported by Coillte and Failte Ireland, for example Cong Wood 
Forest Recreational Trail (Coillte) and Failte Ireland trailhead 131 which starts in the village.  Perhaps Coillte could 
support extending the labelling of the names of trees  where appropriate.
There were many anglers on the river on adjudication day and it was delightful to see the OPW curated Monk’s 
Fishing House providing a location for a present day fisherman casting his line.
The Curlew project with the school reportedly has been a huge success and will continue, the basket woven large 
Curlew sculpture in its riverside setting was a joy to see.
The well screened salmon hatchery run by Inland Fisheries Ireland came as a pleasant surprise to this adjudicator 
when strolling by - it was unexpected to see such a large industrial type facility so well masked from view in so close 
proximally to the village. The nearby information board on the Atlantic Salmon Lifecycle gave good concise 
information.
Also nearby was an information board listing and illustrating the Wild Inhabitants of Cong Abbey (bats, red squirrels, 
barn owls, pine martens).
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan requests all Tidy Towns groups to include a Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT- 
Count). FIT Counts are very simple – you watch a patch of flowers for 10 minutes and count how many insects visit. 
It is a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local biodiversity. Especially when they have taken 
action already for pollinators, by carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years will help track 
the impact of their actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the Biodiversity 
Centre.
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

The 25 listed projects show that the principles of sustainability are well understood and see a continuing wide 
application. Two new measures reported are the installation of bike stands to promote smarter travel and the 
establishment of an organic garden in Ashford castle.
It was interesting to see the recent WEE products collection (12 May 2022), perhaps in future you could indicate the 
amount collected.
For additional ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns 
Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
One suggestion is to consider registering as a Sustainable Energy Community to promote more awareness on 
energy reduction and increasing renewable energy  usage, you would need a small steering group of committed 
people get started (https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/ )

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



The village was litter free and poster free on adjudication day which was a busy tourist day in Cong. The nature 
trails near the village were remarkably free of all litter despite a heavy footfall of visitors.
The waste bin facilities are excellent with facilities for cigarette end disposal incorporated in most cases.
The public toilets with the stone facade blended in to the streetscape and were neat and tidy.
The overhead wire-free streetscape was admired and the appropriate Victorian type lamp standards. Some of the 
poles of the lamp standards on the Clonbur side of the bridge showed some deterioration in the black paintwork. 
The cross county border joint litter pick with Clonbur (just over the county border in Galway) has overridden the 
traditional inter county rivalry!
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establishment of an organic garden in Ashford castle.
It was interesting to see the recent WEE products collection (12 May 2022), perhaps in future you could indicate the 
amount collected.
For additional ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns 
Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
One suggestion is to consider registering as a Sustainable Energy Community to promote more awareness on 
energy reduction and increasing renewable energy  usage, you would need a small steering group of committed 
people get started (https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/ )

The old (160 years) limestone walls which surround the village and form a link with the Ashford Castle estate  form 
the template for the village ambience.  25 houses/premises in the village have been recently painted/upgraded. All 
village boundary walls and bridges were in harmony with the historic character. Some of the private households 
have really outstanding front gardens despite limited space considerations. All hanging baskets and flower 
containers add to the present spectacle.  Signage is appropriate and isn't intrusive.

The Cong village sign with the stylised salmon logo reflects the high quality experience the visitor will subsequently 
have.
The approach roads are well kept and the roadside verges were appropriately trimmed.
It was nice to see an awarenesss of rewilding in ensuring roadside wildflowers becomes more prominent.
The Clonbur road resurfacing has made a big positive difference.
The newly installed speed bump between the Rising of the Waters plaza and the PO is a welcome addition. The car 
park was clean and busily in use on the day.
The bridges in the village were presented to a high standard in an unobtrusive way.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was an absolute pleasure to visit Cong after an absence of many years and to see the progress to become a 
major visitor attraction, nationally and even internationally. Cong is an outstanding village and has benefited 
enormously from the input of the Cong Tidy Towns group.  Beir bua agus beannacht!


