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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Your concise entry of a 19 page Word document with a 
39 page appendix of photos, also including a separate 2 page map gives a detailed overview of the excellent central 
role Ballycastle Tidy Towns (BTT) has in leading the wider Ballycastle community towards higher standards of 
environmental awareness and excellence.  You list 6 organisations/who support you, together with RSS and TUS 
support. This is your eleventh year in the competition and reflects good progress to date.  It was impressive to read 
that you have increased the marks from 277 (2015) to 302 (2019). You give a very clear account of the many new 
village developments in Ballycastle stimulated in large part by BTT.
The map is clear and ideally should have the uniquely numbered projects on the map showing their exact locations.
You use WhatsApp as a communications channel and use the weekly church/community newsletter to inform the 
community.  A suggestion, consider starting a Facebook page with photos of BTT activities - which will also be a 
ready resource for next year’s Tidy Towns competition application and a record of progress throughout the year.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook was not shown in the application as requested, this 
should be given a priority for next year’s application. 
Your core committee of 5 supported by 10 volunteers constitute a very effective minority of the total population 
(reportedly 220 in the 2016 census). You get very good support from     Kiddies corner (crèche and preschool)  and 
St Bridgets National School  
It would also be good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of 
the BTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all 
humanity) as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030. 
The excellent new Tidy Towns handbook available on the  main Tidy Towns website 
(https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ) is a source of new ideas and suggestions.
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The Ballycastle Failte mural is in a good impactful location on the street which is perched on the side of quite a 
steep hill, allowing an interesting panoramic view to the west.  Healy’s Pub, Siopa Suifinn, IMANA, the old fire 
station all looked better benefitting from recent renovation. The Ballinglen Museum of Art buildings also added a 
sophisticated air to the street. The new footpaths were noted and the iconic Jack Butler Yeats art work ‘A Fair Day, 
Mayo’ is a marvellous centrepiece on the street.  The adjacent Shambles is an eye-catching public space with  the 
“From time to time” Sculpture in the centre. The previously derelict VEC building has a new lease of life as an Eco 
Campus building.  The RC Church in its lovely two tone colour and the contrasting C of I stone church across the 
street set off the streetscape.  The wire free streetscape was also noted.
The streetscape was very pleasant with the newly painted houses and shops in a nicely coordinated colour fashion.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

325

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

44

45

41

31

18

64

35

39

317

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 325

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

29/06/2022

 



street set off the streetscape.  The wire free streetscape was also noted.
The streetscape was very pleasant with the newly painted houses and shops in a nicely coordinated colour fashion.

Unfortunately on the day, the access to the Ballycastle Community Garden accessible through the passageway 
from the street was closed. It was disappointing to miss the great work including the 16 raised vegetable beds and 
25 fruit trees with additional native Irish trees . The photos supplied give an excellent overview of this marvellous 
project.
The flower containers and beds were admired bringing a splash of colour.  The blue Welcome BTT wheelbarrow at 
the Ballina entrance was a nice touch.

You are at an early stage in addressing this important category.
You have a new member on our Tidy Towns Committee who manages of the CCCC Community garden project and 
has a post grad in Organic farming and environmental studies - he will advise you well.
You have an exceptional area for nature and biodiversity with interesting flora and fauna, only one mile from the 
ocean and Downpatrick Head.
Read the Nature & Biodiversity section in the excellent new Tidy Towns handbook available on the  main Tidy 
Towns website (https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ).
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan requests all Tidy Towns groups  to include a Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT- 
Count). FIT Counts are very simple – you watch a patch of flowers for 10 minutes and count how many insects visit. 
It is a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local biodiversity. Especially when they have taken 
action already for pollinators, by carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years will help track 
the impact of their actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the Biodiversity 
Centre.

Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

The village was essentially litter free on adjudication day. Some recently deposited plastic bottles were 
disappointingly seen in the Shambles beside a picnic table!
Consider participation in the litter league and the An Taisce Spring Clean up - which you may do already. The fact 
that the village was essentially litter free testifies that your organisation and practical litter pick-ups is working well. 
The recycling centre was neat and tidy.

The recycling by the Suifinn Way residential housing development and your reported clothes collection day are a 
good starting point. A suggestion, consider rainwater harvesting from the spacious community centre roof.
For more ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns Handbook, 
available on line at the Tidy Towns website https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
The recycling centre behind the Community Centre was neat and tidy and was set off nicely by the newly surfaced 
car parking area which fronted it.

The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive aspects of a typical Irish village.  The, flower boxes and 
containers added a welcome splash of colour. The 21 Suifinn Way houses were neat and tidy with a pleasant green 
aspect from the shrubs and trees. The houses (Seaview Place) on the left hand side of the Ballina approach were 
very well presented, as was the holiday home/camping site  development across the road.  The road surfaces were 
excellent throughout the village and the traditional type of public lighting standards were admired.
Perhaps residents could be encouraged to have a small wild area to attract bees and insects.

The approach roads with the stone walls were noted. May Co Council are to be praised for the many Cyclist 
awareness signs (a minimum of 1.5m space for the cyclist) on many village approaches and roads. Some stone 
carved town-land markers were also noted and this might be a future project to extend this more widely.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballycastle is a lovely place to visit with the memorable sloping main street. The Jack Yeats painting is unique and 
memorable. The Ballycastle Community Centre is an imposing building and must be a marvellous community asset.
This was my first visit and I wish BTT all the very best in their quest to further develop the village.


