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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your excellent entry. You have been 
entering the competition for many years. Your entry with 40 pages of a word document including a 15 page collage 
of photos. Separate files had an additional 5 page 3 year plan with 39 items listed, a one page map, a 2 page photo 
index and a one page project index. This gives a detailed overview of the excellent central role Ballinrobe Tidy 
Towns (BTT) has in leading the wider Ballinrobe community towards higher standards of environmental awareness 
and excellence. Note that the strict application requests that these be incorporated in one document - keep it in 
mind for next year.
The map is very clear with 17 individually numbered projects listed over the various categories, recording the 
consecutively numbered projects on the map showing their exact locations. The adjudicator noted that these 
numbers differed somewhat from the separate project list with 25 projects listed. This could be standardised in next 
year’s application.
You continue to enhance your communication across the community  in many ways. You use Facebook as a 
communications channel with 1933 followers (up from 1926 in your application) as well as using the weekly 
church/community newsletter to inform the community.  The Facebook pages gives a clear and excellent record of 
your activities and you should aim to expand the number of followers, comparatively small for a town with a 
population of 2786 (2016) - note that the Believe in Ballinrobe Facebook have 3431 followers.
You have an impressive list of 13 supporter groups which support BTT.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented as a project list of 39 items, if you had 
more defined timelines and assigned responsibility for specific project implementation, then the plan could be  more 
easily reviewed. Suggestion, use the very same plan for next year’s application indicating any progress by stamping 
‘completed’ or ‘in progress’ or ‘FP 2024’, for example.
Your core committee of 10 by another 10 volunteers.  These numbers reflect the outstanding community impact of 
BTT by a typically small minority of committed community volunteers.
As requested in the application form, you have  identified a specific project where particular effort was applied since 
July 1st, 2021 - the street painting  as a result of your success with the Mayo award under the ‘Streetscape Fund’.  It 
was also nice to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the 
individual BTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all 
humanity) as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.
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The rather complicated road traverse through Ballinrobe either from the Galway or Castlebar direction distract the 
passing motorist somewhat from taking in fully the many outstanding aspects of the streetscape and public places. 
The Cornmarket main square with the John King imposing statue with judiciously planted trees and some  beautiful 
and colourful planting is an understated asset.  
The newly painted houses and premises on New Street, Glebe Street, Main Street and Bridge Street emphasised 
the impressive improvements visible in Ballinrobe. 
The three storey Main Street was resplendent with flowers and the limestone buildings looked splendid, particularly 
the Credit Union house. The traditional lamp standards, wire free vista, hanging baskets and a pleasant blend of 
colourfully painted premises made for a memorable memory on a sunny day. The newly painted Library in the old 
church was noted.
Some dereliction on Bridge Street  was noticed but it was good to see derelict notice  posted by Mayo County 
Council which should herald future positive action.
The Robe Riverwalk is a very extensive nicely paved outstanding walk with along the slow-moving river Robe, this is 
a marvellous asset and deserves wider signage and publicity
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passing motorist somewhat from taking in fully the many outstanding aspects of the streetscape and public places. 
The Cornmarket main square with the John King imposing statue with judiciously planted trees and some  beautiful 
and colourful planting is an understated asset.  
The newly painted houses and premises on New Street, Glebe Street, Main Street and Bridge Street emphasised 
the impressive improvements visible in Ballinrobe. 
The three storey Main Street was resplendent with flowers and the limestone buildings looked splendid, particularly 
the Credit Union house. The traditional lamp standards, wire free vista, hanging baskets and a pleasant blend of 
colourfully painted premises made for a memorable memory on a sunny day. The newly painted Library in the old 
church was noted.
Some dereliction on Bridge Street  was noticed but it was good to see derelict notice  posted by Mayo County 
Council which should herald future positive action.
The Robe Riverwalk is a very extensive nicely paved outstanding walk with along the slow-moving river Robe, this is 
a marvellous asset and deserves wider signage and publicity

There is a pleasant quality aspect to landscaping and green spaces in Ballinrobe.  The care and attention is 
obvious. There is an emphasis on pollinator friendly planting and a continuing movement to add to the planting of 
flowers and trees. The riverside Bowers Picnic area is a gem with the interesting willow sculptures and neatly 
trimmed grass. The boat planter, wildflowers at the mart and the Bowers entrance from Main Street are outstanding 
new additions. The flower containers on the approach roads, the planting beside the memorial plane and in the 
Cornmarket square are excellent.

BTT  have put effort into this category over the last number of years. The Robe river with its tributary the Bulcaun 
River is a major biodiversity asset that can be further developed.  The new Robe River walk is a way of getting 
people closer to nature and appreciating the natural heritage.   BTT will continue to enhance and improve  this 
aspect as more information, knowledge, and experience is gained.
The Biodiversity Day held last August appears to have been very successful as was the May Foraging Workshop. 
The on-going Swift project and the proposed Bat Walk are excellent. We look forward to hearing more about the 
Green Sod Ireland tree planting and the commissioned wildlife signs.

The town was litter free on adjudication day. Congratulations on keeping busy main roads N84 litter free despite the 
large daily traffic flow. A lot of advertising hoardings were visible near the square  and near the Bowgate Street car 
park entrance, despite the fact that they are largely promoting local events, consideration might be given to have 
one or two appropriate specific display areas  for posters perhaps on the approaches to Ballinrobe.
The involvement of TY students in litter picking is excellent and their video is an innovative and outstanding 
contribution to litter awareness.
The dog fouling measures and imaginative poster are commendable.

You report on  12 measures in your application of which 2 are new (reuse of salvaged benches and WEE collection 
of electrical materials).  The 7 Maintenance projects include reusing flowerpots, compost bags, promoting 
sustainable planting, promoting sustainable business practices, the up-cycled snowmen, and promoting the 2 
charity shops. You include two Future Projects (FP)  namely hazardous waste collection and supporting individuals 
to grow their own food. Note that the category FP has been discontinued in 2022 and all these projects shouls gat a 
mention in the 3/5 year plan.
These are all important starting points in the sustainability journey.  For additional ideas, have a look at the Top Tips 
in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
One suggestion, consider joining as a Sustainable Energy Community:https://www.seai.
ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-communities/join-the-sustainable-ener/

The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive aspects of a busy Irish town - your continuing work to 
improve the visual aspect of the town is commendable.  The flower boxes and containers added a welcome splash 
of colour. Main Street and New Street caught the eye with the freshly painted buildings. The colourful floral mural on 
Church lane was admired. 
There were many impressive housing estates in Ballinrobe including An Geagain, Crannmore, Ros Clochair, Carraih 
Dun, Tower View, Riverview and Cill O Seighin. These were all neat and tidy but looks somewhat bare. Residents 
with empty front gardens might be encouraged to plant an appropriate species of tree to add visual and biodiversity 
interest.

The approach roads were well surfaced with good signage and verges trimmed appropriately.
The Kilmaine approach was beautifully tree lined. Walsh engineering business premises was really excellently 
presented - a suggestion wild flower beds along frontage could be considered . Darren Robb Enterprise Centre and 
Mayo County Council building looked well, with limestone walls and cut limestone used in some of the buildings.
The road to the  GAA centre (past the old railway station?)  looked  really excellent, the Lakeside Sports Centre 
would look better with a new coat of paint.  The linear Park with painted concrete post and rail opposite what was 
presumably railway station nicely manicured.  The newly painted wall at the back of the fire station was noted.
The Creagh road approach was lined with Rowan tree, all  roads are well paved and
in excellent order in the town.
Brewery Lane and Chapel Lane were interesting to see.
The Bowers entrance across the road from Chapel Lane entrance on Main Street, highlights the importance of these 
practical pedestrian linkages. 
The new pavements on Clonbur Road and Neale Road were noted.
On the Castlebar road, the graveyard and old abbey ruins added to the landscape.  The Ballinrobe Racecourse 
looked absolutely splendid ahead of the upcoming August  race meeting.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



Mayo County Council building looked well, with limestone walls and cut limestone used in some of the buildings.
The road to the  GAA centre (past the old railway station?)  looked  really excellent, the Lakeside Sports Centre 
would look better with a new coat of paint.  The linear Park with painted concrete post and rail opposite what was 
presumably railway station nicely manicured.  The newly painted wall at the back of the fire station was noted.
The Creagh road approach was lined with Rowan tree, all  roads are well paved and
in excellent order in the town.
Brewery Lane and Chapel Lane were interesting to see.
The Bowers entrance across the road from Chapel Lane entrance on Main Street, highlights the importance of these 
practical pedestrian linkages. 
The new pavements on Clonbur Road and Neale Road were noted.
On the Castlebar road, the graveyard and old abbey ruins added to the landscape.  The Ballinrobe Racecourse 
looked absolutely splendid ahead of the upcoming August  race meeting.

Concluding Remarks:

Ballinrobe  is a lovely town and a great and interesting place to visit. The results of many years  of hard work were 
apparent. 
The Robe River Walk is an outstanding amenity which demands further publicity.
This was my first visit and I certainly look forward to seeing the town develop and visiting it again in the future.


