
1011Ballindine - Baile an 
Daighin

Mayo

B

37

Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Your concise entry of a 31 page Word document 
including 1 page for the excellent map and a 1 page plan, gives a detailed overview of the excellent central role 
Ballindine's Tidy Towns (BTT) has in leading the wider Ballindine community towards higher standards of 
environmental awareness and excellence.
The map is very clear and links the individually numbered projects on the map showing their exact locations.
You use Facebook as a communications channel with 484 followers and use the weekly church/community 
newsletter to inform the community. For a small community this is a large number of Facebook followers which you 
can track to monitor BTT’s continuing impact.  A suggestion, include more photos of KBTT activities in the Facebook 
page - which will also be a ready resource for next year’s Tidy Towns competition application and a record of 
progress throughout the year.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented concisely as a 4 project list. The intent 
of the plan is very clear and looks realistic and the addition of more defined timelines with assigned specific 
responsibility for individual project implementation would improve the plan - so that the it can easily be reviewed 
when objectives are measurable and time-bound.
Your core committee of 15 supported by Junior Tidy Towns volunteers constitute a good fraction of the total 
population (reportedly 349 in the 2016 census) and have made Ballindine  a progressive village.
The Pollinator Garden project particularly caught the eye.  
It would also be good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of 
the BTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all 
humanity) as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030. Just include the relevant number(s) after 
the M or N classification.
The excellent new Tidy Towns handbook available on the  main Tidy Towns website 
(https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ) is a source of new ideas and suggestions.
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The public buildings in the village were really well presented and the stonework of the Community Centre  and the 
Davitts GAA club looked fresh and smart. The wire free streetscape in the centre of the village together with the very 
attractive Victorian style lamp standards adds to the village ambience.  The church looked splendid with the painted 
area perfectly setting off the limestone trim, set in immaculately trimmed lawn,
Jackies, Duffys, the Borderline and the Hub Doctors premises all looked splendid.
The planting at the base of the trees and the general floral display at both sides of the main street added a lot of 
colour and contributed to an eye-catching streetscape.  
Keep up the good work in improving the empty premises and maintaining the paving and street furniture and 
developing the attractive village colour scheme.
The  newly painted bright yellow/black edges of footpaths adjoining the road also showed the attention to detail of 
BTT to often unseen important details.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

295
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55
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55

35

39

40

28

18

56
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36

279

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 295

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

16/06/2022

 



The planting at the base of the trees and the general floral display at both sides of the main street added a lot of 
colour and contributed to an eye-catching streetscape.  
Keep up the good work in improving the empty premises and maintaining the paving and street furniture and 
developing the attractive village colour scheme.
The  newly painted bright yellow/black edges of footpaths adjoining the road also showed the attention to detail of 
BTT to often unseen important details.

The entrances to the village looked well tended and the fine Failte go Baile an Daighin signs at both ends of the 
village looked splendid. 
50 trees were planted at the Pollinator garden including Birch, Rowan, and Whitethorn. The Laurel hedge was 
removed and was replaced by a whitethorn hedge. All the existing trees on the Main Street have been maintained 
with the results of the recent pruning visible. 
The approach road to the village of Ballindine from Claremorris is landscaped with beautiful flowers and shrubs. The 
approach road from Milltown is landscaped with attractive green space and flowers. The entrance to the village from 
Station Road area has beautiful hanging baskets alongside the old railway station with a seating area. On the right 
hand side there is a visible sign saying “Ballindine” and “Baile an Daingin” on another green space . On the left hand 
side of the bridge is a landscaped area with apple trees and other fruit trees and flowers. There was some nice 
planting under the new sign “Cruach na Greine” erected last year.
The grassed area near the iconic sculpture ‘The Player’ was nicely trimmed  as was the green area in front of the 
tennis court.
It was good to hear that harvested rainwater is being used for watering The open green spaces were very well 
presented, neat and tidy and well ordered  with perfectly manicured grass.

The roadside flowerbeds and natural wildflowers are welcome locations for promoting pollinator hungry insects.
The Pollinator Garden is a really good exemplar of how a Nature & Biodiversity project should be developed. The 
splendid location, the mix of wildflowers, newly planted trees (birch, hawthorn, oak and others), a new bordering 
hedge, excellent signage - the Guides to Garden Flowers and Garden Insects, the insect hotels, bird boxes, all 
blend to give a welcome haven for nature and a peaceful location for visitors. Particularly visitors from across the 
road from Maria House Respite.
One suggestion is to avoid planting any wildflower seeds other than those you gather yourself, also by cutting the 
grassy areas once or twice a year and removing the cut grass, this will promote a natural restoration of real 
wildflowers. Have a look at getting some Irish Yellow Rattle seeds which will fight the grass and allow wildflowers to 
bloom!  Don’t forget to loosen the ties on the newly planted trees as they develop!

The village was litter free and poster free on adjudication day. Congratulations on keeping the busy main road N17 
litter-free despite the large daily traffic flow, it would be interesting to see a traffic count- it must be in the region of 
many thousands of vehicles per day.
The hosting of the recent (10th May) community WEEE electrical recycling day generating two truckloads of 
recyclable materials was an outstanding success.
Involving new residents in litter picks is also commendable and perhaps could become a normal part of the litter 
campaign. It is good to hear of the support of the very busy Supermacs in litter control.
The waste bin facilities are excellent and the dog fouling posters are excellent.
The fact that the village was litter free testifies that your organisation and practical litter pick-ups is working very well 
indeed.

The use of recycled plastic planters is to be encouraged.   Expanding rainwater recycling to public buildings such as 
the Community Centre and the GAA club will send out a practical message to encourage more take-up of rainwater 
harvesting. Promoting more use of public transport by advancing bus shelters  is very worthwhile, perhaps you 
could also get Mayo Co Co to run a cycle path/greenway through the very busy village - there appears to be 
sufficient room for this. 
Perhaps PEL might be persuaded to put one of their solar powered bins in an appropriate place which will also 
promote the excellent product.
For more ideas, have a look at the Top Tips in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns Handbook , 
available on line at the Tidy Towns website https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/

The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive  aspects of a typical Irish village, the interesting mix of 
frontages along the street, most with carefully co-ordinated paint colours  The trees lining the street, flower boxes 
and containers added a welcome splash of colour. Carrig Mor estate was well presented, neat and tidy althoughI did 
notice the use of weedkiller along its boundary wall. The signage for the estates entrances was exemplary such as 
Cruach na Greine, also nicely landscaped.
 Residents might also be encouraged to plant an appropriate species of tree or shrub (pollinator friendly of course!) 
in the front garden to add visual and biodiversity interest.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The busy approach roads and the well kept roadside verges were noted. The high quality road surfacing and 
signage were noted and the good road surface is exemplified by Station Road.
The traffic calming measures were noted and the pedestrian crossing is an important safety feature.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ballindine is a lovely place to visit with the memorable streetscape and Market Square. The marvellous Pollinator 
Garden project is set to develop and expand. 
This was my first visit and I look forward to seeing the village develop and visiting it again in the future.


