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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór…
Welcome to the 2022 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition. Thank you for your excellent entry. You have been 
entering the competition for 40 years. Your entry with 18 pages of a PDF document (including 1 page for the map) 
and a 41 page professionally produced 3 year plan, gives a detailed overview of the excellent central role Balla 
Community Tidy Towns (BCTT) has in leading the wider Balla community towards higher standards of 
environmental awareness and excellence.
Also included in the application was the 47 page Ecology Report and Proposals for Balla Sensory Garden. It is an 
excellent report but much too detailed to be included directly in the application, it is more appropriate to  make 
reference to relevant sections rather than include the full document.
The map is very clear, but one suggestion is to link it to the individually numbered projects listed in the various 
categories, recording the consecutively numbered projects on the map showing their exact locations. (See p.9 
General Information Tidy Towns Handbook https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/ ).
The two videos were viewed with interest and positive amazement at the uniqueness of a village steeped in history 
and culture - the standard of presentation was excellent - one suggestion is to select one video (the two were 
essentially the same!) 
You intend to enhance your communication across the community  with a list of innovative measures (new high viz 
jackets, sale of reusable shopping bags and others).
You also use Facebook as a communications channel with 720 followers (not mentions in your application) and use 
the weekly church/community newsletter to inform the community.  A suggestion, include more photos of BCTT 
activities in the Facebook page - which will also be a ready resource for next year’s Tidy Towns competition 
application and a record of progress throughout the year.
You have an impressive list of groups which support BCTT - it was informative to view the Sorrento video!
Congratulations on winning the 2021 the Supervalu & AsIAM Inclusive Communities Award.
The 3/5 year plan referred to in the new Tidy Towns Handbook is presented as a professionally produced excellent 
document, however it is suggested that a more concise project list with defined timelines and assigned responsibility 
for specific project implementation should be considered, then the plan can easily be reviewed when objectives are 
measurable and time-bound.
Your core committee of 10 supported by 60 volunteers climbing to 250 for special tasks such as Spring Clean.  
These numbers constitute a good fraction of the total population (reportedly 720 in the 2016 census) and reflect  the 
outstanding community impact of BCTT.
BCTT has a very long impressive list of groups which have supported your activities
Don’t forget to fill in the question: “Briefly identify ONE specific project where particular effort was applied since July 
1st, 2021. (This can include ongoing maintenance work or new project) “. 
It would be good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the 
BCTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all humanity) 
as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.
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It would be good to see the relevant references to the UN Sustainable Development Goals indicated for each of the 
BCTT projects, this is a useful practical first step in communicating the important goals (for Ireland and all humanity) 
as a start to Ireland’s ambitious plan to achieve all 17 by 2030.

The streetscape and public places of the village reflects the unique historical and cultural background. The premises 
on the main street (on the busy N60 main road)  had a pleasing blend of colour and looked bright and neat. 
Particularly eye-catching was the Pharmacy, Mannions, the Rendezvous Bar.  Not many towns/villages can boast a 
town square perfectly situated and depicting the heritage of Balla so well.  The Childcare facility attached to the 
Community Resource Centre sets off the square, fronted by the celtic cross monument to P.W. Nally. The 
Statement mural screening a derelict building on the Main Street stood out as an excellent way of treating a 
potential eyesore.
The large number of the mapped walking trails are a great local and tourist resource with the addition of the Croagh 
Patrick trail section and new E-Heritage trail.

There is a pleasant high quality aspect to landscaping and green spaces in Balla.  The care and attention is 
obvious. There is an emphasis on pollinator friendly planting and a continuing movement to add to the planting of 
flowers and trees. The Balla Biodiversity Plan is being implemented with a grass cutting regime which allows for 
much more natural meadows during the year. “Don’t Mow Yet” signs are used appropriately.  It is interesting that 
Balla TidyTowns have appointed a volunteer Tree Warden, we look forward to hearing more about this innovative 
measure.  The Sensory Garden plans are well advanced.

BCTT  have put a lot of effort into this category over the last number of years.The new nature walks are a way of 
getting people closer to nature and appreciating the natural heritage  BCTT continue to enhance and improve  the 
BiodiversityPlan as more information, knowledge, ‘buy-in’ and experience is gained. An ambitious project is the 
NeighbourWood Scheme which was utilised to eliminate invasive species like the Rhododendron and plant 5000 
Oak Trees. This resulted in the  creation of Community Walks with a ‘fairy village’ and the development of a tree trail 
with signs identifying flora and fauna including 15 tree species. a Swift project which involved installing Swift Boxes 
and Signage was completed. With the support of The Community Water Development Fund BCTT also created a 
new bird hide with free equipment and notice boards for viewing as well as bird feeders and nesting boxes.  The 
display of wildflowers on the N60 roadside to the north of the village is amazing.
The All Ireland Pollinator Plan requests all Tidy Towns groups to include a Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT- 
Count). FIT Counts are very simple – you watch a patch of flowers for 10 minutes and count how many insects visit. 
It is a very useful tool for TT groups to measure change in their local biodiversity. Especially when they have taken 
action already for pollinators, by carrying out FIT Counts throughout the year and across future years will help track 
the impact of their actions on insect numbers and diversity as well as providing important data for the Biodiversity 
Centre. 
Flower-Insect Timed Count (FIT Count) - National Biodiversity Data Centre (biodiversityireland.ie)

The 190 acre publicly owned park adjoining the village is a unique and priceless asset to further develop biodiversity 
and enhance nature.

The village was litter free  and poster free on adjudication day. Congratulations on keeping the busy main road N60 
litter free despite the large daily traffic flow.
The Spring Clean event in May with over 250 volunteers highlighted the great community support for BCTT - which 
also makes all participants more sensitised to promoting litter avoidance.

You report on 21 measures in your application of which 8 are new covering a wide range of sustainability measures 
from energy reduction, biodegradable straws, education initiatives, purchasing recycled chairs and promoting 
cycling.
These are all important starting points in the sustainability journey.  For additional ideas, have a look at the Top Tips 
in page 8 of the Sustainability section of the Tidy Towns Handbook , available on line at the Tidy Towns website 
https://www.tidytowns.ie/competition/handbook/
One suggestion, encourage the GAA club and the Golf club to start rainwater harvesting - this would increase 
awareness of the often overlooked importance of water resources.

The main street looked well and reflected the distinctive aspects of a typical Irish village - your continuing work to 
improve the visual aspect of the village is commendable.  The flower boxes and containers added a welcome splash 
of colour. Church View estate looked splendid with the houses and gardens a joy to behold. It would be helpful to 
include the names location of all the Balla estates in the application map.  Churchfield estate and College Woods 
estate were very well maintained and looked really well.
 Residents with empty front gardens might be encouraged to plant an appropriate species of tree to add visual and 
biodiversity interest.
The individual residents associations appear to make a real difference both in financial and practical support.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



biodiversity interest.
The individual residents associations appear to make a real difference both in financial and practical support.

The approach roads were very well cared for and verges trimmed appropriately without interfering with places for 
wildflowers. The approach from the Castlebar side was a model and exemplar of how approach roads should be 
with the cycle lane, fresh road surfacing and the abundance of wildflowers on the banks of the road cutting.
The Back Line running parallel with the Main Street between the main street was nicely surfaced. The long 
meandering access to the Secondary School gave pleasant views. The road (with a short introductory 
Greenway/cycleway) to the GAA and Golf clubs and the extensive wooded areas seemed to be recently resurfaced 
as far as the Golf club. It was a pleasure to travel through this tree lined avenue. This is also access to many 
woodland walks and the Fairy Trail. Note that the Fairy Village was not marked on the map and the adjudicator 
failed to find it  on the day. 
Balla has excellent pedestrian and cycling opportunities

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Balla is a lovely place and an outstanding place to visit. The results of decades of hard work were apparent. The 
Pride of Place award in 2018 was richly deserved. The Dawn Oak 2000 trees and the Turlough bird-hide were truly 
memorable features. The gem that is Balla should be more widely known nationally and internationally as a great 
tourist destination.The ‘unity in community’ motto   is very true for Balla.This was my first visit and I look forward to 
seeing the village develop and visiting it again in the future.


