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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition.  After a break in 2021, it is great to see Tullyallen participating once 
again.   You have a very small committee of four and no extra volunteers which is a pity as the more people 
involved, the more pride the residents can take in their village.   Whilst it is understandable that the pressures of 
daily life inhibits some from volunteering, perhaps a new drive to ask for volunteers with specific tasks or projects 
would garner some added interest.  As there are some relatively new housing estates in Tullyallen, many with nicely 
kept gardens, a special request could be sent asking for volunteers.
Your application form did not contain many specific projects but the five year plan (2021 – 2016) identified previous 
projects which are now maintained, new projects that are on-going and future planned projects.  Please note new 
and maintained projects within the application form, numbered sequentially through the categories and use the 
same numbers on the map and legend.  Without this it is difficult for the adjudicator to know which projects to 
concentrate on.  
There are obviously good links with the local school and perhaps some joint projects could be undertaken in the 
nature and biodiversity or sustainability categories.  The local sports club might also be willing to get involved with a 
project and support the small committee who are working so hard on behalf of the entire village.
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There are some lovely historic buildings in the village that are well presented and maintained.    The Morning Star 
was very nicely presented although perhaps a little planting could have softened the external aspect slightly, the 
Graft Café Bistro looks lovely and the Centra was also very well presented. 
The old Field Stone, now erected with the name of the village engraved is a lovely natural addition to the village.
The school was very nicely presented and the Tullyallen box hedge was very eye-catching.  The playground was in 
full use on the day of adjudication.  The surrounding area could be a perfect stop to plant some trees, shrubs or 
even to let the grass grow a bit longer to encourage wildlife.  This will enhance the area and help to provide secure 
passage for wildlife using the new bug hotels.  The safety notice on the outside fence is very faded and probably no 
longer required.
The new bug and bee hotels are excellent and located in prominent locations.  It would be advisable to ensure a 
little planting around them, even letting the grass grow to afford protection for the bugs and bees as they require 
corridors to move around safely.  
The Famine Cauldron gift is generous indeed and we look forward to hearing more next year.  Please do include 
photographs of the cauldron and any work undertaken.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

316

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

TOTAL MARK 550 316

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

24/06/2022

 



Previous adjudicators have suggested not cutting the grass quite so often and indeed leaving some area uncut.   On 
adjudication day, all of the grass verges were being cut very closely which seemed unnecessary given that the 
footpath running alongside is wide and easy to navigate.  Could the regularity of the cutting be reduced?  This would 
also garner credit in the sustainability category.
Not only were the blue seats and plant containers in the village square very nicely maintained with good planting but 
this adjudicator particularly liked the red litter bins and planted wheelbarrow along the Main St.

The new living sculpture has been extremely well constructed and offers an eye catching entry to the village.
The trees planted along the road to The Glen have unfortunately nearly all been broken.  Can they be replaced?
The cutting back of the native hedgerow at the entrance village could also be limited to ensuring only good visibility 
for safety sake and only outside of the nesting season.  Otherwise the hedge could be left as protection for wildlife.
Well done to the Tullyallen National School for their four Green Flags – this is a great achievement.
We would love to hear more about your plan to erect nesting and bat boxes in suitable places.  Please do keep us 
updated with your progress next year.

Given the daily litter sweep, it is not surprising to note that not a single piece of litter was noted anywhere in the 
village or the surrounding area.
However, some of the road signs were quite green and almost illegible.  The No littering sign by the playground and 
the Caution, Children crossing in particular were quite poor.  The 80kms speed sign was very much leaning towards 
the hedge.

This is a category where there is plenty of scope for you to increase your marks.  It is a broad area and it is often 
helpful to divide it into the core headings of waste, water, energy, transport and climate action.   Do also refer to the 
Tidy Towns Handbook for ideas and guidance.  
It is excellent to see that you use composted material sourced from your local recycling centre for all of your existing 
and new planting areas.  The new link public footpath between the village and the nearby nature trail will 
undoubtedly encourage more people to walk and leave their cars at home.  
The study carried out with the school children to ascertain the correct location of new litter bins was inspired and 
indicated a good co-operation with the children.  The sweets may have helped.  
Do try to limit the number of leaflets printed to create awareness of the work carried out by the Tidy Towns 
Committee.  Would you consider having a Facebook page?

Glenaulin was beautifully maintained with mature shrubs and plants, especially on the corners at the base of walls 
which is an ideal spot for planting.

The approach roads to the village were well maintained and clean.  The living sculpture and new mosaics at the 
entrance to the village are eyecatching.  As previously mentioned some of the road signs need to be cleaned and/or 
replaced.  Please do consider less regular maintenance of the approach roads, within the parameters of health and 
safety for the driver and the pedestrian, to allow native flowers to bloom and wildlife to flourish.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Tullyallen for the first time and see the excellent work that you undertake.   It is a very 
pretty village, very well maintained and I wish you well in the Tidy Towns competition.


