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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition and accompanying three year plan, satellite and other photographs, map 
and legend.  Although easy to read, the map and legend did not show any of the projects on the submission which 
made it difficult to locate some of them. Please do number the projects (new and maintained) in sequential order on 
your entry form and use the same numbers on the map and legend.   Landmarks can be identified separately by 
colour or letter.      Future planned projects do not need to be mentioned but it is good to see them in your three year 
plan.
You have a committee of 12 but only six other volunteers.  This is a small number of volunteers which may limit your 
capacity to do as much work as you might like.  Well done on your social media posting looking for more volunteers 
which resulted in two new committee members.  Perhaps your public meeting at the end of May will have resulted in 
more volunteers coming forward, even for an hour a week.  You have good support from local businesses but no 
mention is made of local sports clubs.  Could the local golf or football club be approached to participate or sponsor a 
joint project for example?   The photograph competition for over and under 16 years of age for the village is a great 
idea.  Try to include the school in as many projects as possible such as carrying out a habitat survey or planting 
bulbs.   There are some excellent grants available for towns and villages through the Leader fund and the Louth 
County Council and it might be worth exploring these for some of your specific projects mentioned.
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In general the town was very nicely presented with some lovely buildings.  Well done for your work continued work 
on the Cob house and other maintained projects.   The Old Courthouse was a lovely feature in the middle of the 
village and beautifully kept.  The Castle is well maintained although a little hard to find and the churches and 
national school very well presented.  Particularly nicely kept were Flynns and the Forge Field Farm Shop although in 
general all of the commercial enterprises clearly support your efforts and present very well.  The hanging baskets 
are Centra and next door credit union were very colourful.  Perhaps the credit union could be persuaded to increase 
biodiversity in their garden by leaving the grass longer in some areas, planting shrubs or other pollinators or even a 
wildflower patch.    It is a great idea to renovate the old water pumps around the village.  These are an important 
heritage feature to be treasured – don’t forget the pump on the way down to the beach at Seapoint.  
Most of the car park at Seapoint has been beautifully planted – it is a perfect example of right plant, right place.  
However, some of the beds and particularly the grasses in the middle of the car park may need to be complimented 
with other perennials planting in time and additional mulch provided to cover the mypex which was showing .  The 
compost toilets are not only visually pleasing but an excellent example of sustainability and should have been 
highlighted in the sustainability category.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

272

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80
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55
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55

38

36

36

20

9

60

34

33

266

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 272

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

24/06/2022

 



highlighted in the sustainability category.

The Coren Steel screen depicting a relief of the Castle is a worthy project and we look forward to seeing it when it is 
in place together with signage.
It is an excellent community project to organise bulb planting in the Autumn.  Do include photographs of the work in 
progress as well as the flowering bulbs next year.  Hopefully those invited will come along and help.
The new planters with water reservoirs look very well and the troughs are excellent containers with a natural look 
both in the town and outside The Forge Field Farm Shop.  
The area around the bridge is undoubtedly a great success – well used by schoolchildren and others with some nice 
landscaping. A word of caution however, as a plant under the bridge looked suspiciously like Impatiens glandulifera 
(Himalayan Balsam) although it was not possible to be sure without better access.  This is an invasive species in 
Ireland so it is advisable to investigate this further and deal with it if necessary (advice can be found at 
invasivespecies.ie).

The plant choice in Mooney’s Corner is excellent as it is not only pollinator friendly but also low maintenance and 
visually appealing long lasting perennials.  Well done to the children for looking after the bug hotel in the local 
school.  Other bug hotels were spied around the area however it is important to give the bugs some protection. They 
are unlikely to use a hotel that is placed on a bare wall without any other foliage around.    You could consider 
planting some shrubs along the wall or even climbers.  Ivy is an excellent choice, once it is kept in check, providing 
food and shelter for insects in winter when there is little else for them.
The work of the two local farmers who have planted sunflower fields is to be commended.  Although the flowers 
were not out on adjudication day, one can imagine that they make a stunning sight later in the season as well as 
adding to biodiversity.   Please do include photographs next year.    
Have you considered doing a habitat map for Termonfeckin to see what you have and to look at best practice 
management for different habitats?  There are some excellent guides including Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife 
in Towns and Villages that are well worth investigating.

You are indeed lucky to have a responsible community who take pride in their homes, gardens and the public areas 
nearby.  There was no litter visible on adjudication day with the exception of some bottles and cans recently 
deposited in the river at the bridge.  Well done one and all.
The 2 minute beach clean notice was prominent and an excellent idea although there were no bags available on 
adjudication day.

This is a category where there is plenty of scope for you to increase your marks.  It is a broad area and it is often 
helpful to divide it into the core headings of waste, water, energy, transport and climate action.   There is no mention 
of sustainability in your three year plan when in fact it should be one of the main priorities from which all other 
categories will stem.  
You have already started by using a recycled mobile bowser for water, recycling old potato boxes into planters and 
propagating most of your plants from seed.  As mentioned the new compost toilets at Seapoint Beach are an 
excellent example of sustainability.  The new footpath to the beach is another good example to encourage walking 
instead of car use.
The Tidy Towns Handbook gives lots of ideas and guidance and there are many resources available for information 
and support.

In general there is clearly a great effort made by residents enhance their area and it shows.  It might be worth 
considering having a best garden competition with particular focus on biodiversity?   There were some housing 
estates without names and few with bilingual names.  This is a shame as not all could be identified.  Orchard Villas 
had some lovely gardens full of colourful pollinating plants and even a little bee hotel under a tree.   Rath View was 
very well kept, colourful planting at entrance and mature shrubs.  The sculpture is a striking addition.  
Well done for your liaison with the developer of the Termon River estate.  This will pay great dividends and avoids 
frustration at a later stage.  We look forward to seeing this estate at completion with an array of biodiverse planting.  
There was an overriding impression that the grass is mown frequently and kept very short.   Contractors were seen 
on adjudication day cutting every blade of grass.  It would be of great benefit to wildlife and biodiversity to leave 
some areas unmown.  It is also very important to allow a minimum radius of 1 metre clear from weeds and grass 
around all trees to ensure no damage is caused by strimmers as was witnessed in one housing estate where 
contractors were strimming right up to the trunks of the trees. Tree stakes were noticeably in need of attention in an 
number of areas – could you consider having a tree maintenance programme and checking all trees for damage, 
stakes and any formative pruning required on a regular basis?

The approach roads to Termonfeckin were nicely presented, with clean and easily read signs, planting and trimmed 
verges.  There is scope to leave some of the verges longer except for a strip at the edge.    You are clearly changing 
your planting style towards more perennials and this is to be commended.  Perhaps a colour scheme could be 
chosen to give a more consistent theme to planting one the approach roads.  Some of the Termonfeckin signs were 
quite battered looking.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



your planting style towards more perennials and this is to be commended.  Perhaps a colour scheme could be 
chosen to give a more consistent theme to planting one the approach roads.  Some of the Termonfeckin signs were 
quite battered looking.

Concluding Remarks:

Thank you for your hard work during the year.  Termonfeckin is a lovely town to visit and it is clear that your work is 
paying dividends.  Well done and good luck in the Tidy Towns competition.


