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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition with accompanying map, legend and three year plan.    You have a good 
sized committee but a seemingly smaller number of volunteers than previously. Perhaps this will build up again post 
Covid.  You do however have a great number of volunteers for litter picks.  You appear to have excellent support 
from local agencies, businesses and clubs as well as a very good relationship with the local school.  Your varied 
methods of communication cover all bases with social media enhancing word of mouth, the Parish newsletter and 
even press releases.
It is clear that you have been busy this year with many new and maintained projects.  However these are not clearly 
noted in your submission or on the map.   Please start each category with numbered new projects followed by 
maintained projects.  The numbers should be sequentially through the submission rather than starting from one at 
the beginning of each category.  This has been suggested by a previous adjudicator also so it is a shame that you 
have not been able to remedy it. Please also identify, if applicable, under each category, the Sustainable 
Development goals that your projects or initiatives aim to address. 
Your three year plan is ambitious and it is clear that you have been working through it.  Perhaps it would be good to 
note the status of the projects next year – which are completed, works in progress or future planned.
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What immediately stands out on arrival to Tallanstown is the obvious care put into looking after the village, every 
aspect of it.  The church was immaculate with roses in full bloom, freshly painted walls outside and an excellent 
information noticeboard.  In fact the information boards throughout the village provided the visitor with interesting 
facts about the village. The beautiful stone walls and mature trees give an attractive character to the village and the 
range of lovely buildings especially the old school house, water feature, planting schemes and even the recycled 
railings combined to create a very pleasant village centre. The surface of the different coloured road in centre of the 
village was very poor with many pot holes.  However it is noted that you have been liaising with Louth County 
Council to have this removed and hopefully you will have good news to report next year. The river amenity and beer 
garden at back of pub very nicely presented and a welcome addition to the overall welcome of the village.    
Everywhere you looked, there were pretty, well maintained houses with pretty planting, hanging baskets and 
window boxes. The Library was looking a little full, perhaps a spring clean is in order.  The central square with 
statue of Vere Foster was also very nicely laid out with fantastic examples of perennial, pollinator friendly planting.  
The Glyde Rangers community Hall looks very smart and the provision of adult exercise equipment on the walkway 
will be a great addition for the local community. The derelict site on the Dundalk Road does look very sad but 
sometimes, it is just not possible to solve issues with privately owned land. The village pumps had been newly 
painted and made excellent features.  It is vital that these historic features are retained and great to see you giving 
them the care and attention they deserve.
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sometimes, it is just not possible to solve issues with privately owned land. The village pumps had been newly 
painted and made excellent features.  It is vital that these historic features are retained and great to see you giving 
them the care and attention they deserve.

The removal of the Leylandii trees and repair of the stone wall must be a big improvement for the area. It would 
have been nice to see the before and after photographs of the area.  We look forward to seeing how the planting 
and wildflowers mature in the coming years – already it was buzzing on adjudication day – well done to the pupils of 
Tallanstown National School and their parents

Your three year plan clearly identifies a number of excellent projects in this category as well of other categories that 
are also linked to nature and biodiversity.    However, it is important that you select trees, shrubs and plants that are 
suitable for the wildlife that you have in your area.  As such it is recommended that you carry out a habitat survey to 
help inform decision making in a number of areas including planning, climate change mitigation and conservation of 
nature.  It is an important first step in understanding the habitat around us and what we need to protect them and to 
identify any gaps in linkages of habitat. The Heritage Council provide excellent information in their Conserving and 
Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages. 
Maguire Park is your specific project for the year with considerable work carried out and it shows.  It is a wonderful 
amenity for a village to have and was certainly being well used on adjudication day.  
The extension of the edible garden looks great especially with the nicely written labels for the herbs.  Some of the 
labels might be rewritten as they are somewhat faded and it is important to ensure accuracy – fennel was labelled 
as dill.  Why not leave small paper bags or envelopes with scissors for locals to be able to collect herbs.  
The new path to the large tree is nicely finished and gives the area a better focus and the newly planted wildflower 
strips were beginning to flower.   
There is a bit of a dumping area at back of the park which could be used better – maybe shred the old branches for 
mulch or create a loose leaf container to make leaf mould.
The community compost bin is a nice idea – it would be good to know how well it is being used?    
Whilst it is accepted that ivy can damage walls if not kept in check, it is also important to retain as much as possible 
as it is arguably the most important flowering plant for pollinators in the autumn which is at a time when there is 
often less on offer for them to feed on. Many late-flying pollinators depend heavily on Ivy for pollen and nectar at this 
time of year.

Tallanstown is a village that obviously takes litter control seriously and it is to be congratulated for its many awards 
in this area.
The new notices at the recycling area were in place on adjudication day and the whole area was clean and well 
presented.  Sadly there was some evidence of litter, particularly at the back of the Spar shop, in Maguire Park and 
on the pavement at the bus stop.  It was a wet and windy day and of course there are youngsters about but with the 
many litter bins around, this was still surprising to see.

Dividing this category into the four headings of waste, water, energy and food enables a committee to identify the 
areas and work on each one.  You have many projects in place which all contribute towards a more sustainable 
environment and are to be commended for your continued work in this area.  
Your three year plan identifies a number of projects and we look forward to hearing more as they progress.   It is 
often good to quantify the results of a project.  For example, the quantity of recyclables collected, year on year; the 
savings generated at Glyde Rangers Hall post retro fitting; an awareness campaign showing the link between food 
waste and single use plastic encouraging reduction in both.  There are many other examples and suggestions in the 
Tidy Towns handbook that could be considered.  Even the smallest change can make a difference.  It was noted 
that the lights at the bridge came on early in the evening – it was a bright summers day and perhaps the timer just 
need to be changed.

The five cottages at the Vere Foster stature are to be commended for the excellent presentation of their houses, 
particularly given the dominant location in the centre of the village. Glydeview was immaculately presented and the 
area inside the front wall a nice example of biodiversity.  It will be nice to see the sign replaced with a bilingual one 
in due course.  Tallonsfield Manor was equally nicely presented.  One feels that there is still more opportunity for 
planting, especially along the bare walls and for some more areas of grass to be left go wild.  It would be preferable 
to plant native hedging rather than laurel and some of the trees need a little maintenance and pruning.

From the moment you arrive on the outskirts of Tallanstown, you know you are visiting a well loved and well cared 
for village with a proud community.    You have addressed in your three year plan the moving of the litter signs and 
this is a good idea as the first notice one sees on the approach roads to Tallanstown is Litter Fine which is not so 
welcoming.  
From then on, the welcome was obvious.  The mature trees, generous hedgerows and grass verges ensure a 
stunning backdrop and the centre of the village did not disappoint either.   The names signs on approach to the 
village were beautifully planted, although one or two plants had clearly shot up with the recent rain and were slightly 
obscuring the name. 
Perhaps a little more grass could have been left uncut along the verges in some places leaving just a strip of mown 
grass alongside the road.  One or two of the speed signs were completely covered by foliage.  The Ecology Trail 
notice with the long grass was a vision and a perfect example of less is more.  The community text alert notice was 
quite dirty and battered.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



stunning backdrop and the centre of the village did not disappoint either.   The names signs on approach to the 
village were beautifully planted, although one or two plants had clearly shot up with the recent rain and were slightly 
obscuring the name. 
Perhaps a little more grass could have been left uncut along the verges in some places leaving just a strip of mown 
grass alongside the road.  One or two of the speed signs were completely covered by foliage.  The Ecology Trail 
notice with the long grass was a vision and a perfect example of less is more.  The community text alert notice was 
quite dirty and battered.

Concluding Remarks:

This was a first visit to Tallanstown for this adjudicator and it was very pleasant experience.  Well done on all your 
hard work and dedication to the community and good luck in the Tidy Towns competition.


