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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition with accompanying photographs, refreshed plan for 2021 – 2022 and 
map.   The map showed the landmarks by letters but no projects were marked on the map. You have clearly worked 
very hard and listed numerous projects.  However the projects were not numbered sequentially through each 
category, rather they started at 1 at the beginning of each category and were not marked on the map by their 
number.  Please list the projects in order of priority starting with new and then maintained in each category.  The 
map and legend should number the projects and landmarks can be identified by a colour or letter.
You have a committee of 8 and a whole community of volunteers with an umbrella group which includes members 
of most other committees in the village.  This provides a good basis for clear communication and collaboration.  It is 
great that you work well with the two residents associations particularly sharing equipment and funding.  Is there a 
member of the residents’ committee also on your Tidy Towns Committee?  Perhaps also one of the Teenage Tidy 
Towns volunteers could be asked to join the committee?  It is often surprising what good and different ideas can be 
garnered from a range of demographics.  You are lucky to have annual amenity grants and Louth Leader funding 
that can help to defray costs and hopefully you will be successful in getting a TUS worker for the village very soon.
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Well done for entering the Heritage Award and the very best of luck.
Stabannon is a pleasant, rural village with a lovely church in the centre acting as a focal point in the centre and the 
graveyard with tower at the end.  It is clearly well looked after and loved by its community.  It is good to see that 
Parnell’s Bar, although closed, is still attractively kept and The Cross Bar, now sold, will hopefully reopen in the near 
future. We look forward to hearing updates next year.   The entrance to the village at the T junction has a welcoming 
‘Failte’ box structure and a road with many wildlife and biodiversity features on either side.  
Overhead wires can be an eyesore and Stabannon has its share of them.  In time, with your commitment and 
ongoing collaboration, these will hopefully be replaced with underground cabling.  
The new footpath for which you received funding under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme has no doubt made 
an enormous difference to local people and visitors linking amenities and making it a much safer place to walk.  We 
do hope that you will be successful in the third phase to extend this footpath all the way to the graveyard.
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Good luck on your entry to the Tree Award and thank you for entering.
On arrival into Stabannon, the overriding impression was of considerable mono-planting of copper beech hedging.  
Although it is appreciated that these are private dwellings, it might be worth trying to persuade residents to have 
more  native hedging to increase biodiversity or even to leave some of the hedging to grow as trees to allow for 
greater wildlife cover and linking corridors.
There seems to have been some work carried out on the grounds of the GAA pitch at Parnells.   This might be a 
good opportunity to encourage the planting around the perimeter of some native plants and hedging.  There are also 
large areas of grass could be left longer.
The new fence I place on the road looks good but does somewhat hide the plants behind it.  Perhaps consider 
planting some taller native perennials as well as wildflowers to create more impact along this stretch of the road.
The Spring Clean up project should be in the Tidiness and Litter Category but well done for taking part.
The National School garden looks lovely and the vegetable planting and outdoor classroom must be a great addition 
to the school.   It is beautifully kept – well done.  
The church garden, library and butterfly garden were immaculate and the mature planting creates a relaxing and 
village atmosphere.  
The road beside the church was somewhat disappointing.  There were weeds along the edge of the path and a row 
of cones, some damaged on the other side.  An old post box was missing its box but could be refurbished to create 
a nice feature.
It was lovely to see the original stonework on the inside wall of the church and good that you have left the lichens 
and ferns as they are important part of biodiversity.
The derelict house has been very imaginatively dressed and looks very attractive.
The graveyard also looks immaculate and the colourful mix of shrubs gave a lovely display, even though the rain 
had arrived at this stage of the adjudication.   There was however extensive evidence of mypex showing amongst 
shrubs in graveyard which can be unsightly and is a downside of using any weed suppressant material.  It is often 
better to use a good mulch around shrubs instead where possible.
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Although it is appreciated that these are private dwellings, it might be worth trying to persuade residents to have 
more  native hedging to increase biodiversity or even to leave some of the hedging to grow as trees to allow for 
greater wildlife cover and linking corridors.
There seems to have been some work carried out on the grounds of the GAA pitch at Parnells.   This might be a 
good opportunity to encourage the planting around the perimeter of some native plants and hedging.  There are also 
large areas of grass could be left longer.
The new fence I place on the road looks good but does somewhat hide the plants behind it.  Perhaps consider 
planting some taller native perennials as well as wildflowers to create more impact along this stretch of the road.
The Spring Clean up project should be in the Tidiness and Litter Category but well done for taking part.
The National School garden looks lovely and the vegetable planting and outdoor classroom must be a great addition 
to the school.   It is beautifully kept – well done.  
The church garden, library and butterfly garden were immaculate and the mature planting creates a relaxing and 
village atmosphere.  
The road beside the church was somewhat disappointing.  There were weeds along the edge of the path and a row 
of cones, some damaged on the other side.  An old post box was missing its box but could be refurbished to create 
a nice feature.
It was lovely to see the original stonework on the inside wall of the church and good that you have left the lichens 
and ferns as they are important part of biodiversity.
The derelict house has been very imaginatively dressed and looks very attractive.
The graveyard also looks immaculate and the colourful mix of shrubs gave a lovely display, even though the rain 
had arrived at this stage of the adjudication.   There was however extensive evidence of mypex showing amongst 
shrubs in graveyard which can be unsightly and is a downside of using any weed suppressant material.  It is often 
better to use a good mulch around shrubs instead where possible.

Good luck in the Save the Bees special award.
Given that you have a biodiversity trail, have you considered carrying out a survey, perhaps with the help of some of 
your younger volunteers?       
Habitat mapping can help inform decision making in a number of areas including planning, climate change 
mitigation and conservation of nature and as such is an important first step in understanding the habitat around us 
and what we need to protect them and to identify any gaps in linkages of habitat. The Heritage Council provide 
excellent information in their Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages.

There was literally no litter spotted anywhere in Stabannon so very well done indeed.
Despite the fact that the days preceding the adjudicator’s visit were wet and very windy, the streets were clean and 
tidy with just a few inevitable leaves and plant debris on the roads.
It is also entirely understandable that the overhead wires are outside of your control.  We urge you simply to persist 
with communications in the hope that, over time, they will moved underground.

It is useful for both the Tidy Towns Committee and the adjudicator if you divide this category into the four headings 
of waste, water, energy and food as it enables a committee to identify the areas and work on each one.  You 
continue to recycle as much as possible in all sections of the community.  The use of a water butt, mulching facility 
on the lawnmower as well as recycled items for craft classes is to be commended.  Well done for attending a master 
compost course – perhaps you will be able to find a space to create a community compost area.
Well done to the school for their work on their 9th green flag – Global citizenship-travel. 
You have so many ways to reuse items including recycled paint, outdoor fires and even improvising flags, you might 
consider making an information sheet that could be posted on your social media to raise awareness and help inform 
everyone of ways to create a more sustainable environment.   Joining with neighbouring Castlebellingham-Kilsaran 
to share waste management facilities is an excellent solution.

Wheatfields is very nicely kept and the new name signs look well.  Some of the trees have died and will need to be 
replaced and other will need some checking for stakes and ties on the trees which are too tight. 
The perennial beds are well planted with a good mix of pollinating plants.   The planted shrubs are a little sparse 
and may need further plants.  There is scope to leave some of the grass to grow longer and get a little wild.  This 
would greatly enhance biodiversity.
Planting in St Nicolas Gardens is excellent and it is clear that a lot of work has already been done.  It would be of 
great benefit to be allowed to use the shed.  It really could do with being refurbished and it would be of help to use it 
as storage.  The wall beside the houses on the left is crying out for planting and an excellent opportunity to further 
improve the biodiversity in this area.  The new stile entrance is a great improvement.  Well done for their award as 
the most improved estate in the Louth Looking Good Awards 2021.
The houses and gardens in Stabannon are largely nicely maintained with a good mix of old and new.  The treatment 
to the derelict house in the village centre is clever and effective.
Teach an Tobair beside the church is a fantastic display of very well kept flowers and shrubs.  The road beside the 
house however has some unsightly cones, some of which have been bashed and spoil and otherwise lovely vista.  
There is no doubt good reason for these cones as mentioned in the Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes category.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The sign on the approach road from N33 was clear and very clean however the container so nicely planted up was 
almost hidden under the hedge.  It would be more visible if turned around and placed under the welcome sign.  
Perhaps it was inadvertently moved.
The community alert sign a little further down the road is virtually hidden by shrubbery.
The nicely kept black bilingual signs and planting on the other approach roads were more visible and the standard 
of presentation in general on approach was very good.
The speed of traffic is clearly an issue in the village of Stabannon and it is hoped that you can continue to request 
and be successful in getting electronic speed signs and other traffic calming measures.  It was very surprising to see 
80 kms speed limit signs on the lane by the church which leads to your biodiversity trail.  This may also explain the 
reason for the cones at the entrance to the lane.   You are urged to continue communications with your local 
councillors and to engage with the council engineers to try and resolve this issue.
Some of the speed limits and children crossing signs were quite green with algae and in need of cleaning.   Some 
were almost hidden behind the hedges and trees.  The arrow sign outside the school is also in need of replacement.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

For a small village, you do pack a punch and endeavour to do your best for the community who clearly support you 
wholeheartedly in everything that you do.  Good luck in the Tidy Towns competition and the special awards that you 
have entered.


