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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition with your comprehensive application form, accompanying map and three 
year plan.  You have a committee of 7 with 2 new members since lockdown which is welcome news.  In addition you 
have up to 10 volunteers who help out on a regular basis.  Do keep trying to find some new volunteers to give you 
additional support and to avoid the core group from getting committee fatigue. Fortunately you have two TUS 
participants who no doubt are of great help.  You have a lot of support from local groups and clubs and many local 
businesses support you financially.  In terms of communication, you have an active Facebook page and you also 
liaise with schools and businesses and use word of mouth.  Do you post notices on community notice boards and in 
Parish notices?  There are many who do not subscribe to social media who may be willing to help out in some way 
and this might be a good way to let others know. 
Your three year plan covered 2019-2022 so it is now time to review the plan to ascertain what has been achieved, 
what has not been achieved or completed for whatever reason and to formulate a new three year plan.   Your map 
was clearly set out and easily legible on a computer but once printed, the writing was too small to be legible.  Whilst 
many projects were marked, they were not numbered.  If you can number the projects on your entry form 
sequentially and not starting at 1 in each category and listing the n projects first, following by maintained and then 
refer to each project on the map by the same number, it would make the finding of the projects much easier for the 
adjudicator.  Not all projects will necessarily be marked on the map and future projects do not need to be mentioned 
in the your submission.  Please do also identify, where applicable, under each category where your projects or 
initiatives aim to address one or more of the Sustainable Development Goals.
The Louth Tidy Towns Together umbrella group is clearly a great support network for all committees as are, for your 
committee in particular, the Omeath Action Group and the Omeath District Development Committee.
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The Omeath Placemaking Scheme/Public Realm Improvements project will have a huge impact on Omeath when 
realised.  It is an exciting time for the village and an opportunity for the Tidy Towns Committee to give their input 
based on the principles of the Tidy Towns Competition as well as the sustainable development goals.  Do keep us 
updated on progress.
The new toilets are spic and span and were in good use on adjudication day – a busy Sunday afternoon.  The newly 
painted walls in the bring bank area and the exercise park do help to enhance the area.  Well done for continuing 
the street enhancement scheme.
The “Omeath Living History Project” at the Dublin House is a lovely depiction of Omeath in times past and cleverly 
screens the house.    However the planters at the base of the wall seemed a little out of proportion and almost lost. 
The Station House is immaculate as is the planting at the front and along the path to the playground and toilets.    
The fence leading to the toilet is a little shabby now and could do with an uplift.  It might be nice to have a plain, light 
colour as a backdrop for all the colourful planting.
Other particularly appealing shop fronts and buildings included Elite Physique, P. Mulligans Corner House (and 
congratulations to them for their 70 years in business), Café Rosa and Omeath Tidy Towns headquarters.  The 
brightly painted seats in front of Mulligans were well used by visitors eating their ice creams and gave a lovely 
picture of a relaxed and happy holiday atmosphere.
Water pumps had clearly recently been painted and the planting in front of one with the bucket alongside the bug 
hotel was a nice feature.
A derelict house with much overgrown greenery is in need of renewed painted wood at the door and windows 
although in terms of biodiversity, it must be a haven for wildlife.
St Laurence’s Church was well planted with mature shrubs and some box hedging.  There is a fairly broken barrel in 
front of the church that really could be removed and sadly here and in the Dolmen Centre next door beside the 
nicely planted vegetable grow beds, there were signs of herbicide use.  The grotto was neat and tidy but could 
perhaps benefit from some evergreen planting around it and to the side. 
The old Community Hall is a beautiful building with and interesting architecture. It has clearly had a recent facelift 
and now looks very well maintained.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

306

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

51

40

41

29

16

51

31

40

299

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 306

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

03/07/2022

 



The Station House is immaculate as is the planting at the front and along the path to the playground and toilets.    
The fence leading to the toilet is a little shabby now and could do with an uplift.  It might be nice to have a plain, light 
colour as a backdrop for all the colourful planting.
Other particularly appealing shop fronts and buildings included Elite Physique, P. Mulligans Corner House (and 
congratulations to them for their 70 years in business), Café Rosa and Omeath Tidy Towns headquarters.  The 
brightly painted seats in front of Mulligans were well used by visitors eating their ice creams and gave a lovely 
picture of a relaxed and happy holiday atmosphere.
Water pumps had clearly recently been painted and the planting in front of one with the bucket alongside the bug 
hotel was a nice feature.
A derelict house with much overgrown greenery is in need of renewed painted wood at the door and windows 
although in terms of biodiversity, it must be a haven for wildlife.
St Laurence’s Church was well planted with mature shrubs and some box hedging.  There is a fairly broken barrel in 
front of the church that really could be removed and sadly here and in the Dolmen Centre next door beside the 
nicely planted vegetable grow beds, there were signs of herbicide use.  The grotto was neat and tidy but could 
perhaps benefit from some evergreen planting around it and to the side. 
The old Community Hall is a beautiful building with and interesting architecture. It has clearly had a recent facelift 
and now looks very well maintained.

A previous adjudicator ask that the Proposed National Heritage Areas (PNHA’s) and the Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC’s) that are on your door step be included in your next application.  
Your main project this year was the upgrading of the area outside Maguire’s Caravan Park with newly painted walls 
and flowerbeds along the roadside.  Judging by the before and after photographs this is a huge improvement and 
the plants were all looking good on adjudication day.  You have lots of pollinators included in your planting scheme 
but you might consider also including some taller evergreen shrubs or small trees to give the project some height 
and for year round cover.  Well done on a great project.
The planting outside Meith Mara was very appealing and well maintained.  
The new wooden planters with silver birches and perennials are stunning and will add great impact to the area.   It is 
good news to hear that you have started to plant perennials into the large tiered planters.  These are quite imposing 
containers with a predominance of green plastic so the use of perennials, some of which might be trailing will soften 
the look and give year round impact as well as giving a better biodiversity.  In addition, the maintenance, labour and 
cost will be greatly reduced.
There are many small corners and pockets around the village where you have taken the opportunity to plant 
colourful perennials to great effect. You are to be commended for this.

The delay of the biodiversity plan is a shame but hopefully it will tie in with and inform your new three year plan.  Do 
let us know the outcome in your next submission.
The Bulbs for Bees initiative is excellent .  Please do include some photographs of the bulbs when they are in bloom 
next year.
Congratulations to Scoil Naomh Lorcan for their 8th Green Flag in Global Citizenship, Marine Environment and to 
Scoil Naomh Bríd for their Green Flag for Global Citizenship, Litter and Waste.  The excellent projects being 
undertaken by the school including the wildflower garden, biodiversity garden in front of Morgan Fish Shop, making 
bee and insect hotels and taking part in the Salmon ambassadors Project is fantastic.  We look forward to hearing 
more about these projects and especially the hatchery in future submissions.  
Please do also consider carrying out a habitat survey?  The Heritage Council has a Conserving and Enhancing 
Wildlife in Towns and Villages guide which outlines habitats generally found and management of the same. You 
could do a simple map marking in the different habitats listed in the guide and then use this for your own use and for 
inclusion in this competition.  This is a project that could be carried out in conjunction with the schools.

There was a small amount of litter around the seafront area and particularly in the exercise park.  The ongoing Irish 
Water works are obviously having an impact on the seafront area but the greenway was accessible.  Hopefully the 
works will complete in a timely fashion and the area restored to its former glory.
The safety sign on the gate of the playground is quite damaged with more than half of the information gone and 
needs to be replaced.
The Tourist Information notice on the seafront was clean and tidy on the front but the notice on the back had slipped 
into an unreadable concertina.
The recycling area was neat and clean.  There was a plant container which seemed to have been forgotten about 
there.

You are continuing on with many of your previous initiatives in this category and have also started use peat free 
compost for which you are to be commended. 
It is often useful to divide this category into the four headings of waste, water, energy and food thereby enabling a 
committee to identify the areas and work on each one.

In general there was a high level of care and maintenance in the housing estates.
Ardan Gentili is a nice estate with obvious signs of care, especially at the entrance where mature shrubs and other 
planting is in evidence.  There is a lot of well mown grass, some of which might be left to go a little wilder to 
encourage wildlife and some native flowers to grow.  Village Green was also nicely presented with well cut grass, 
mature shrubs and a nice setting are around a birch tree.  Here again there are opportunities to increase biodiversity 
with slightly less grass cutting.  Cloch Mor Cottages had a series of individually planted front gardens, each with 
their own character leading down to Shore Road and a lovely seating area although sadly two of the three seats are 
broken.  The public areas with mature trees and some wilder parts were just the right balance of neat and less so.
The painting of the hoarding of the Tower Bar site does help to camouflage the area – well done.
The narrow Water Bridge Project is an exciting possibility – we hope to hear more good news about this in your next 
submission.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



In general there was a high level of care and maintenance in the housing estates.
Ardan Gentili is a nice estate with obvious signs of care, especially at the entrance where mature shrubs and other 
planting is in evidence.  There is a lot of well mown grass, some of which might be left to go a little wilder to 
encourage wildlife and some native flowers to grow.  Village Green was also nicely presented with well cut grass, 
mature shrubs and a nice setting are around a birch tree.  Here again there are opportunities to increase biodiversity 
with slightly less grass cutting.  Cloch Mor Cottages had a series of individually planted front gardens, each with 
their own character leading down to Shore Road and a lovely seating area although sadly two of the three seats are 
broken.  The public areas with mature trees and some wilder parts were just the right balance of neat and less so.
The painting of the hoarding of the Tower Bar site does help to camouflage the area – well done.
The narrow Water Bridge Project is an exciting possibility – we hope to hear more good news about this in your next 
submission.

As often happens at a time of year when there is heat and rain, the growth of the overhead trees and shrubs tends 
to hide some of all of the signs.  This was the case with the name signs on the approach road from Carlingford.   
The approach road from Newry was clear and tidy although here again the village sign was covered with foliage.  
The large tiered planter is a little imposing here.  The area might be better with some shrubs in the ground or even 
some wildflower planting.  There are large expanses of grasses on this approach, some of which could be left to 
grow a little wilder while still allowing a good 1.2 metre strip to be cut at the edge.  The planters have colourful plants 
but it is hoped that going forward Tidy Towns Committees would plant more perennials for year round interest, 
colour and biodiversity rather than annuals which are much less sustainable and labour intensive.
Roadworks opposite the General Supply Stores at the solar powered speed sign were unsightly and the wall itself 
appears to have collapsed.  Hopefully this will be correctly repaired in due course.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Omeath is an attractive village on the shores of Carlingford Lough and it was a delight to visit.  We wish you well in 
all of your endeavours and in the Tidy towns Competition.


