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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition.   Your entry form was comprehensive and well set out and the 
accompanying map and legend clear and easy to follow.   Thank you also for your three year plan and copy of 
report from Sports Ireland.  A single sheet noting which projects from your 2019 – 2022 plan are complete, pending 
or works in progress would give a clear overview of your progress to date and help structure your next three year 
plan.
You have taken suggestions and advice of previous adjudicators into account and actioned many of these.  This is 
welcome to see. Thank you too for identifying the Sustainable Development Goals that your projects aim to address 
under each category.
You have a good sized, well-structured committee with an ever growing number of volunteers.  Your meetings, 
networking, social media and other forms of communication are clearly working as word is spreading and the 
community is on board with your projects and supporting them.   Your efforts to ensure social inclusion to all comers 
is to be commended.  Young volunteers working towards their An Gaisce awards are a great asset to your work.   It 
is evident that you have very strong support from the many businesses, agencies and clubs in the area.
What a great idea to have a community calendar.  This is a win win in terms of communications, fund raising and 
community awareness – well done.
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The new kerbstones at the south entrance in Ferney Park do finish off the bed very well and are a big improvement.
The height restriction barrier was looking spic and span and judging by the photographs, a great improvement.  So 
too was Keoghs Public House and Fieldstown Church and car park.
Planting of the Christmas Trees in two locations that can be lit up each Christmas is a sustainable and lasting way 
of creating Christmas cheer generously supported by local families.
The area around the Round Tower and High Cross was busy on adjudication with a coach and many cars.  The 
grass was being cut although, happily some was left to grow long.   Litter bins had been recently emptied.     Sadly 
the ladies toilets was locked and so there was a long queue for the disabled toilet which seemed unnecessary.
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Planting around bus stops was spectacular, full of colour and pollination friendly perennials.
The new stone wall at the gabion base of the bus stop is nicely built and a good addition together with the planted 
geraniums.  This area as a whole is very well presented, in terms of planting, design and erection of sculptures, 
tidiness and cleanliness.  One wonders why there is a bus stop sign or seat only on one side of the road however.  
Equally as spectacular was the planting at Priestown Pollinator Park – the combination of red poppies and nepeta 
and daisies in full bloom on adjudication day was much admired.  There are a lot of newly planted trees in this area 
and the stakes and ties do need to be checked regularly as a number of the ties were already damaging the bark of 
trees.
The planting of the climbers on the wall of Naomh Mairtin is very clever and a great solution to planting where there 
is no soil.   It will be nice to see this establish as the plants mature.
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geraniums.  This area as a whole is very well presented, in terms of planting, design and erection of sculptures, 
tidiness and cleanliness.  One wonders why there is a bus stop sign or seat only on one side of the road however.  
Equally as spectacular was the planting at Priestown Pollinator Park – the combination of red poppies and nepeta 
and daisies in full bloom on adjudication day was much admired.  There are a lot of newly planted trees in this area 
and the stakes and ties do need to be checked regularly as a number of the ties were already damaging the bark of 
trees.
The planting of the climbers on the wall of Naomh Mairtin is very clever and a great solution to planting where there 
is no soil.   It will be nice to see this establish as the plants mature.

Many congratulations for your achievement in winning the County Biodiversity Award.   Having visited the area and 
seen the many wonderful examples of biodiversity, this award was richly deserved.  Well done also for your award 
in the Louth Looking Good awards.
You are to be commended for dealing with the invasive species and hopefully you will receive the Leader funding to 
allow you to eradicate it in a controlled and safe manner. 
It is fantastic news that you now have 1,000 native trees to plant courtesy of the GAA Green Club programme.   
They will contribute enormously to the biodiversity in your area.  The first three years after planting will be important 
in terms of formative pruning, weed control, checking ties and stakes and if necessary, watering.   This will need to 
be carefully managed. 
Do keep us updated on the progress of the Louth Barn Owl project.
It was previously recommended that you do a habitat map to see what you have and best practice for management 
of different habitats.  This will be important for your Tracks and Trails in Monasterboice project and should form a 
part of your new three year plan 2023 – 2026.
Why not sign up to the All Ireland Pollination Plan yourselves?  One of the objectives of the new 2021 – 2025 AIPP 
is to encourage more land to be managed for biodiversity and to establish a ‘Pollinator Trail’ as well as monitor 
pollinators on public land.  Your work and commitment to your area to raise awareness and increase biodiversity 
puts you in a perfect position to become a supporter for the AIPP. https://pollinators.ie/aipp-2021-2025/ and is a 
tangible way of demonstrating your sustainable objectives.

Despite the large area that the Monasterboice covers, there was little or no sign of any litter anywhere.   This is 
testament to the hard work of the committee and indeed the general behaviour of the community as a whole.
The area was devoid of detritus or redundant poles and litter bins were neat and clean.  The area around the bus 
stop was spotless. 
You supported the Drogheda Spring Clean and held your own annual spring clean in early May.  Well done to the 
girl guides who organised refreshments and hand cleaning facilities.  
Your litter picks and provision of litter bins clearly pay dividends, hence the excellent presentation on adjudication 
day.  Is it time to consider segregating recyclables for non- recyclables and in strategic places, providing recycling 
bins as opposed to simply litter bins?
Signage had clearly had a spring clean too as no green algae covered signs were spotted in the area.

Well done for taking the advice of a previous adjudicator and dividing this category into the four headings of waste, 
water, transport and food which enables you, the committee, to structure your work and work on each area.
Your new Tracks & Trails in Monasterboice project is a very worthy low carbon initiative and will no doubt be a huge 
asset to the area for locals and visitors alike.   The report commissioned from Sport Ireland gives very clear direction 
and a helpful structure to the plan.  Dual coding and naming of trails as advised by Sport Ireland is advisable, 
especially as a significant number of people are colour blind to some extent and so it is not wise to rely solely on 
colour.
The compost area in Olivia’s Orchard was the envy of this adjudicator – well done.  Have you considered growing 
some comfrey to then make comfrey tea which is a fantastic organic feed for fruit trees?  The orchard itself is 
becoming well established and is beautifully maintained.  Could you include some photos of the bulbs in flower next 
year?  The new stone wall outside of the orchard is beautifully crafted and, judging by the before photographs, a big 
improvement.  The flower bed does look to be very dry given its location under the tree and it is advisable to use 
plants that are tolerant of dry conditions to ensure their success. 

Well done to Scoil Naomh Buithe for achieving their second Green flag for Water and for their work on their third 
Green Flag for transport and to St Patrick’s N.S. for their work on their sixth Green Flag for Global Citizenship (Litter 
and Waste).  
The water butt designs are excellent and will hopefully be ready to show in next year’s entry.
The herb gardens, both  in St Patrick’s N. S. and the Community Grow Garden in Tenure are very well cared for.   
Would you consider leaving some small paper bags and a scissors at the Community Grow Garden for local people 
to be able to pick a few herbs as needed?

Many of the single houses had very beautifully kept gardens.  The garden beside Micky Billy’s Corner, itself nicely 
presented, was stunning.   It would be helpful as previously commented, if the residential areas could be marked on 
your map given the large area that your entry covers.
It is good news that you have reinstated your garden competition for 2022.  There will no doubt be a lot of 
contenders and competition.   As previously suggested, competitions based around the Tidy Town competition with 
awards for best landscaping, best pollinator planting etc could be considered.
Glenwood Abbey and Boice Manor amongst others were neat and tidy.   The name sign for Boice Manor was very 
battered looking.  There were large expanses of neatly cut grass in the open spaces.  These present excellent 
opportunities to increase biodiversity by leaving some of the grass to grow. Hopefully your encouragement to 
residents to plant pollinator friendly plants and trees in their own gardens will also extend to the public spaces.  
There were some signs of herbicide being used which is a shame, especially around the base of trees. Some trees 
also needed some maintenance to the stakes and ties. Killineer Cottages are beautifully kept with many gardens a 
blaze of colour and the public areas very well presented.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



contenders and competition.   As previously suggested, competitions based around the Tidy Town competition with 
awards for best landscaping, best pollinator planting etc could be considered.
Glenwood Abbey and Boice Manor amongst others were neat and tidy.   The name sign for Boice Manor was very 
battered looking.  There were large expanses of neatly cut grass in the open spaces.  These present excellent 
opportunities to increase biodiversity by leaving some of the grass to grow. Hopefully your encouragement to 
residents to plant pollinator friendly plants and trees in their own gardens will also extend to the public spaces.  
There were some signs of herbicide being used which is a shame, especially around the base of trees. Some trees 
also needed some maintenance to the stakes and ties. Killineer Cottages are beautifully kept with many gardens a 
blaze of colour and the public areas very well presented.

The planting at the Monasterboice roundabout was very colourful and well maintained.   It is frustrating if large 
trucks continually cut corners and drive over the roundabout.  Perhaps a consultation with the engineer in Louth 
County Council might result in a solution.   The planting of the white thorn will be a great addition as they mature.
Approach roads were clean and verges beautifully lush with only a strip of grass cut.   The traffic calming measures 
at the Monasterboice Inn clearly are a great improvement and make the area so much safer for all.
The planting around the signs was well presented.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done on your continued hard work which was very evident on the day of adjudication.  You clearly have a great 
community engaged and keen to improve their environment.   Keep up the good work and continued success in the 
Tidy Towns competition.  As you say ‘Monasterboice Rocks!’


