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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition, map with legend and three plan.  It was a pleasure to receive a clear 
map, properly annotated with the legend on the same page.  Although yours is a small village and so the map can 
also be smaller, it is important for the adjudicator to be able to locate key projects and landmarks without having to 
rifle through numerous pages, particularly on a wet or windy day.
Your entry form is extensive and informative.  However, please number the projects sequentially through the 
categories, rather than starting at 1 at the beginning of each category.  You are asked to identify one specific project 
only where particular effort was applied.  All of the other projects mentioned can be included in the appropriate 
categories and numbered accordingly.  There is no need to repeat the projects in different categories.  It is 
understood that projects can be suited to more than one category and this will be taken into account by the 
adjudicator.  
The photographs included in your entry form were very helpful in showing the adjudicator the works in progress and 
displays of spring flowering bulbs that would not otherwise have been seen.
Your three year plan covers 2910 to 2022 and the majority of your priority  projects are complete or ongoing.  Well 
done on this achievement.    We look forward to see your subsequent plan, carrying forward projects to be 
completed and new projects for the village.
You have a solid committee of 10 and many other volunteers who help out and support the committee on specific 
projects and work days.  You work closely with many local groups and businesses and especially with the creche 
and Kilcurry Primary School.  Your regular meetings, annual spring clean and collaboration with Kilcurry Community 
Development Ltd all contribute to a well- structured, informed committee.   It is good to see that you do not use 
printed paper for communications, rather you have a group text system, parish bulletins and community notes in the 
two local newspapers.  Your Facebook page, however, seems a little out of date. Indeed there appear to be two 
Kilcurry Tidy Towns Facebook pages, one with no postings since 2016 and the other since 2019.  It might be time to 
revive this as a sustainable means of keeping residents up to date.  Congratulations to Kilcurry Primary School on 
achieving their recent biodiversity Green Flag.
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The Church and Big Tree are two imposing features of the village in prominent positions and are naturally the main 
areas of focus.  The church grounds are very well maintained throughout including the graveyard, grotto and car 
park.  The Community  Resource Centre and Scoil Phadraig were looking splendid, colourfully painted with 
beautifully kept grounds and gardens and the colourfully painted tyres with planting certainly brighten up the area at 
the front.    The Big Tree is quite magnificent and appears to be in excellent condition.  It would be prudent to have a 
succession plan for the time when it is nearing the end of its life.  The wall beside the tree with wire netting, 
presumably to keep the balls from escaping onto the road where children play football, was quite untidy and spoilt 
the overall effect. 
Elsewhere the presentation of houses was excellent and it is clear that residents take great pride in their village and 
in caring for their gardens.  The use of local stone when building or repairing walls with the advice of a local stone 
mason was excellent and the result is truly lovely.  
The graveyard mapping is undoubtedly a wonderful resource, not only for local residents but also those from far and 
wide researching their family roots.  The link to ‘findagrave.com’ enables easy access to records.
It is good news to hear that the traffic calming measures on the main Armagh Road have reduced the risk of an 
accident outside the school.  From observation on a weekday evening, the volume and speed of traffic along the 
R177 road was frighteningly high and further thought as to how the speed of traffic can be reduced when travelling 
through the village might be considered.   A previous adjudicator suggested solar traffic speed warning signs or 
rumble strips and it would be advisable to follow up on this suggestion.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

316

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

51

36

39

38

21

61

30

32

308

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 316

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

17/06/2022

 



succession plan for the time when it is nearing the end of its life.  The wall beside the tree with wire netting, 
presumably to keep the balls from escaping onto the road where children play football, was quite untidy and spoilt 
the overall effect. 
Elsewhere the presentation of houses was excellent and it is clear that residents take great pride in their village and 
in caring for their gardens.  The use of local stone when building or repairing walls with the advice of a local stone 
mason was excellent and the result is truly lovely.  
The graveyard mapping is undoubtedly a wonderful resource, not only for local residents but also those from far and 
wide researching their family roots.  The link to ‘findagrave.com’ enables easy access to records.
It is good news to hear that the traffic calming measures on the main Armagh Road have reduced the risk of an 
accident outside the school.  From observation on a weekday evening, the volume and speed of traffic along the 
R177 road was frighteningly high and further thought as to how the speed of traffic can be reduced when travelling 
through the village might be considered.   A previous adjudicator suggested solar traffic speed warning signs or 
rumble strips and it would be advisable to follow up on this suggestion.

The Orchard is a lovely space and great idea to allow the children to pick the fruit in the Autumn.  The trees do need 
to be checked as some stakes and ties are already too tight and damaging the trunk of the tree.  The area around 
the base of each tree could be cleared of weeds and an effective weed suppressant and moisture retainer is mulch.  
It was also good to see native hedging alongside the orchard – this will increase biodiversity greatly.
There were tell-tale signs of 100% peat based compost in use and this is not to be encouraged. Please try to reduce 
or eliminate the amount of peat used.
Planting in the church grounds was excellent with a visually appealing choice of plants also very suitable in terms of 
pollinators and maintenance.  Some of the mypex used as a weed suppressant was visible somewhat spoiling the 
effect.
Throughout the village there were some lovely displays of wildflowers and of perennial shrubs.   Congratulations on 
your success for a grant for wildflower corridors to be planted later in 2022.  Please do ensure that only certified 
Irish seeds are used and where possible try to plant also native hedging to provide corridors for wildlife.  The All 
Ireland Pollinator Plan for 2021-2025 provides excellent information and guidance at www.pollinators.ie.  We look 
forward to hearing about this project further next year.
It is excellent to hear that you are leaving areas of grass longer and this is to be welcomed.  However, one wonders 
if it is necessary to cut the grass weekly as mentioned.   Leaving longer periods between grass cutting is beneficial 
both from a wildlife point of view as well as reducing costs and labour.
Your use of more flower boxes rather than hanging baskets in the village for the summer will greatly reduce the 
maintenance and upkeep of the containers.  On adjudication day, the array of colour and flowers was wonderful.

The new biodiversity garden in the school which is also an outdoor classroom is a wonderful resource and will 
hopefully continue to be an asset to school learning.  The work carried out by Scoil Phadraig Naofa to retain their 
Green Flags is impressive.  It is particularly interesting to note that a habitat map of the school grounds is 
maintained and updated.  Could this be extended to include the whole village?  Habitat mapping can help inform 
decision making in a number of areas including planning, climate change mitigation and conservation of nature and 
as such is an important first step in understanding the habitat around us and what we need to protect them and to 
identify any gaps in linkages of habitat. 
The Bee Hotel seemed to be a bit empty on adjudication day.  Perhaps a project for the school children when they 
return from their holidays.
You have a weed control schedule with the support of Fas workers.  You do not mention if you use herbicides and it 
is to be hoped that you do not.  Perhaps you could update us on this next year.
It is good to know that you work with local landowners to ensure that no hedge cutting takes place during the 
nesting season.   The local farmer is to be congratulated for agreeing not to cut hedges to increase biodiversity.

Kilcurry was virtually litter free on adjudication day.  It is clear that your maintenance programme works very well.  
There was just a little fresh litter outside the creche but no doubt this will have been cleaned up at the end of the 
day.  Some discarded cans and bottles at the wall beside the Big Tree also appeared quite new and are likely well 
recycled by now.   The verges and pavements were all weed free and it was a pleasure to wander around the 
pristine village – well done. 
The bottle bank was also clean, tidy and the banks themselves were clean.

It is clear that you continue to work on reducing, reusing and recycling with an emphasis on reducing and reusing in 
the first instance.   As a village, you are clearly invested in increasing sustainability and this appears to be working 
very well.  Increased water butts in the community centre and in private houses are to be commended as well as the 
segregation of waste.
The schools are already very invested in sustainability and as a village you are to be commended.     There are 
many other tips and suggestions in the Tidy Towns Handbook that might be implemented.   These can include 
awareness campaigns, seed and plant swops, a lending library, go plastic free or ‘free to good home’ noticeboard.  
Scoil Phadraig Naofa is involved in a number of initiatives including walk to school, cycle to school in Wednesdays, 
gardening, maintenance of the bee hotel, battery, mobile phone and clothes recycling. These are laudable projects 
and the school, their teachers, the children and indeed the parents are to be congratulated for their hard work and 
endeavours.  Project Comenius is an exciting international exchange project.  Please keep us updated on progress 
with this project.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



pristine village – well done. 
The bottle bank was also clean, tidy and the banks themselves were clean.

The standard of upkeep of the houses and gardens is excellent.   This shows a sense of community and doing one’s 
best for one’s village.

The approach roads in general were very pleasing with a good balance of mature trees, native hedging and 
wildflowers.   The signs were all clean, in good condition and easy to read.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Kilcurry and to see the great progress that has been made to the village.   It is clear that 
you are proud of your place and work hard as a community to ensure it is the best it can be.  Good luck in the Tidy 
Towns competition and we look forward to hearing about your progress next year.


