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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition and accompanying map.  You have a good sized committee and an 
excellent number of volunteers to help with your projects so there is clearly a great community spirit in Grange.  
Your map was very small and not easy to follow although you did mark the two key projects for this year which were 
easy to find.  Projects should be numbered on the entry form sequentially through each category and those 
numbers should be marked on the map. This makes it so much easier for the adjudicator to find the projects, both 
new and maintained. You have support from all of the local business and good collaboration with the locals schools.  
You communicate on social media and through the local newspaper and no doubt also by word of mouth as is often 
the case in smaller villages. It is good to know that since Grange started to enter the Tidy Towns competition there 
is a renewed vibrancy to the village and a sense of community that might have been lost before that.
This adjudicator is not aware if you have a three to five year plan in place.  It is recommended that you work to a 
plan and continually review the plan. Perhaps you could include your most recent plan next year.
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Your main project this year was the erection of a clock at  Bush Park in honour of those who lost their lives in the 
area during the Pandemic & to honour our Frontline workers.  This is a wonderful and very worthy tribute and on 
adjudication day, although not unveiled, it was looking splendid and all ready to show the time.
The new bench at Bush Park in honour of your centenarian resident Madge is very nicely placed  and surprisingly 
sheltered. Happy Birthday to Madge.  A little planting around it would really enhance the area.
The dual use of the ‘Abide a While’ seating area is a clever idea and the craftsmanship of the seat and of the 
surrounding structure excellent.
The newly painted pumps, extra seating and bi-lingual place names all contribute to a very well maintained village 
and surrounding area that was a pleasure to visit.
Cooley Credit Union was looking spic and span as was Barry’s and Long’s Bar albeit without the thatched roof for 
now.
The Church of St James is seemingly of great historical significance as it is believed to be one of Ireland's oldest 
surviving pre-Emancipation Catholic churches.  It is in excellent condition and most unusual in style.   The grounds 
are impeccably maintained with nicely planted shrubs.  It could however benefit from some extra softening, perhaps 
with planters with evergreen shrubs or small trees by the main doors.   Similarly the graveyard is immaculately kept.
Both the church of St Andrews and the old schoolhouse adjacent are also very well maintained. The planting around 
the old schoolhouse is particularly effective.

43

32

59

17

37

38

Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

318

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

47

44

42

31

17

58

36

37

312

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 318

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Mark

Awarded 2022

04/07/2022

 



Bush Amenity Park is clearly a central point for the village and very much a focal point for visitors.   It is very well 
kept but one wonders if some of the grass could be left uncut to attract wildlife and increase biodiversity.  There are 
plenty of areas that could be left to go ‘wild’ whilst still maintaining cut grass strips for ease of access.  The single 
most effective and low cost action to support a vital biodiversity eco-system service is to reduce mowing of grass 
and indeed cutting of hedgerows.  An additional advantage of leaving some areas to grow a little wilder is that it 
helps to create pollinator-friendly corridors foraging pitstops and safe shelter areas for pollinators.   This is especially 
important along main roads. 
The planting of tree saplings during National Tree Week is to be welcomed.  It is important, however, that all newly 
planted trees have their stakes and ties checked regularly to avoid any damage to the trunks.  If possible try to leave 
a 1m radius around the trees clear and mulched, especially around the newly planted trees.  This helps to avoid any 
damage from strimmers or lawnmowers and give the trees a better chance of survival with competition. A case is 
point are the trees planted in the Bush Amenity Park.
The polytunnel was looking full and plenty on adjudication day with a very practical layout and lots of flowers and 
vegetables.  It is hoped that the community is getting good use from it for their own purposes as well as for the Tidy 
Towns Committee.  A water system for the polytunnel is an excellent idea.  Have you consider using a rain water 
butt?
The planters along the main road of Grange as well as those at the entrance name signs were all looking fresh and 
colourful.   The pots with Hostas were most effective and clearly you have managed to relocate any slugs form the 
area as there did not seem to be a bite taken from a single leaf.  The planting front of the community centre in Rath 
Abbey has also matured nicely.
Seasonal planting is very lovely when in season however there is a tendency towards using more perennial planting 
to give year round effect which is less labour intensive and more pollinator friendly.  There are some excellent tips 
and suggestions on the pollinators.ie website including examples of perennial planting schemes.

The Sensory Garden in the Bush Amenity Park did seem to be lacking in plants that could be classed as sensory 
with a predominance of heathers and some roses.  Although attractive and flourishing, it might be best to remove 
the sign or to increase the planting of sensory plants.
It is wonderful to hear that the ecology of Grange Pond is being studied by Transition Year at the local Secondary 
school.  Please do let us know the outcome of these studies in future submissions.
It is indeed good news that a concerted effort is being made to improve care of nature & biodiversity and that 
agricultural advisors as well as farmers are making the community aware of its importance.
Use of seaweed, cow and horse manure as fertiliser is excellent.  So too the declaration by the local Gun Club that 
Grange Pond is a bird sanctuary.   These are both excellent examples of a step in the right direction in terms of 
sustainability also.  Declaring the area herbicide free is also an excellent sustainable initiative.

Well done indeed to the community, the Tidy Towns committee and particularly to the Community Employment 
worker for a super clean and litter free village. 
The slight exception is the area at the back of Long’s bar which was a little unsightly and cluttered with old beer 
crates and it is suggested that this could be tidied up.
Your annual spring clean-up and regular litter picks also contribute.  It is wonderful to hear that dog owners have 
responded positively to pleas to clean up after their dogs and that this is no longer an issue for you.
The use of new environmentally friendly materials by farmers instead of plastic is excellent news and another 
example that could be quoted in the sustainability category.   
The clothes recycling bin and surrounding area was clean and tidy although a black plastic bag had been left to the 
side of the bin.   No other recycling bins were noticed in the village.

You have an great range of actions in this category although it is not known if they are new projects or maintained.   
Are you able to quantify any of the projects?  For example, Barry’s are clearly doing their bit and might be able to 
estimate the savings both from their newly installed solar panels and from the reduction in use of packaging.  How 
many children are now walking or cycling to school instead of being driven?    Can you estimate how many people 
now car pooling and how much fuel is saved as a result.  Perhaps a short survey could be compiled to ascertain 
some figures.

The houses at Rath Abbey were all beautifully kept with nice planting maintained by volunteers.  Throughout the 
village, the overall presentation of houses and gardens was very good with many instances of areas being left to 
grow a little and some wildflower areas also visible.  The interpretative panels at Bush Amenity Park and the pond 
are informative and nicely presented also.
The credit union building is nicely presented if somewhat austere without very much in the way of planting with the 
exception of one planter.  Perhaps the Tidy Towns Committee could suggest ways of softening the overall look as a 
future project.

The white litter bin in front of the Grange sign did obscure the name somewhat and seemed a strange location for 
the bin in the middle of the grass.  Perhaps it could be re-located to a less central position.
The sign post on this corner was also quite dirty.  The Louth Litter League is quite faded and it was almost 
impossible to make out the Grange name on it which is a great shame.  The planting of hostas underneath  the sign 
is however effective.
The approach road at Irish Grange is attractively set out with a nice seating area, presumably for those waiting for 
their lift or car pool.  The large stone with Irish Grange inscribed in both Irish and English is very effective.
In general the approach roads and streets and lanes of the village were all well-kept and without obstruction.  In 
places there seems to be slightly too much cutting of grass and this is an area that you might consider for next year.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



The white litter bin in front of the Grange sign did obscure the name somewhat and seemed a strange location for 
the bin in the middle of the grass.  Perhaps it could be re-located to a less central position.
The sign post on this corner was also quite dirty.  The Louth Litter League is quite faded and it was almost 
impossible to make out the Grange name on it which is a great shame.  The planting of hostas underneath  the sign 
is however effective.
The approach road at Irish Grange is attractively set out with a nice seating area, presumably for those waiting for 
their lift or car pool.  The large stone with Irish Grange inscribed in both Irish and English is very effective.
In general the approach roads and streets and lanes of the village were all well-kept and without obstruction.  In 
places there seems to be slightly too much cutting of grass and this is an area that you might consider for next year.

Concluding Remarks:

Grange is a lovely village with a lot going for it.  The fact that it is divided by a main road is unfortunate but you really 
do make the most of what you have and are to be commended for that.  Good luck in the Tidy Towns Competition.


