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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition.  The submission and accompanying map and legend were clear and 
easy to follow.  Please ensure that the projects are numbered sequentially without restarting the number on each 
category and use the same number on the map reference.   It is a little confusing when the project number is 
different from the map reference.  You have a good sized committee and volunteers with considerable help from 
local groups and your efforts are clearly being rewarded. It is good to hear that you are getting a lot of support from 
the local community and that there is a sense of pride in place.   This was clearly demonstrated in a very tangible 
way when you managed to raise funds for your van through the generosity of local businesses so well done one and 
all.  Well done also for your successful grant applications under the town and village renewal scheme and to your 
volunteer for the nomination in the Louth volunteer Leader Award.  It is a great benefit to have a horticulturalist on 
hand to advise, especially one who is also a teacher.  It is not clear if you have a new three to five year development 
plan.  Perhaps you can include this in your next years submission.
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It is a great result for Dunleer to be successful in the allocation of funds and taking care of the derelict buildings in 
the town is a very important project which we look forward to seeing develop.
A feasibility study for the River Walk is an excellent starting point and it will be interesting to see how this 
progresses.  Please do keep us updated.
The use of Market House as a community centre with expanding uses for all members of society is excellent.   It has 
certainly been restored to its former glory in a very tasteful way and looked stunning with well kept grounds.  
The town was looking very well on adjudication day with some beautifully kept shop fronts and houses.  Carlito’s, 
Larry Hand & Sons and  Shearmans to name some had excellent floral displays.   There were also some very nicely 
kept houses and indeed some local residents were noticed out cleaning up around their houses. The newly cleaned 
and painted tourist information board was prominent but sadly there was no information at all.  A rather sad looking 
tree beside the notice board could be replaced and whilst ivy is a wonderful provider of food for wildlife, it is 
important to ensure that where the ivy is damaging the mortar,  that careful removal of same is advised.
The barrier to the supermarket car park was looking the worse for wear and could do with a little upgrade.
The upgrade to the public toilets is a transformation.   The colourful art work and planting scheme together with the 
bench seating really lift the whole area. 
The upgrading of the beds at Drogheda Road and the new biodiversity garden at Dundalk Road are probably more 
suited to a different category.  They are however, both excellent projects and the use of longer lasting perennials 
contribute greatly towards a sustainable and biodiverse environment.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

331

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

49

46

44

30

15

63

36

39

322

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 331

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

14/06/2022

 



The newly planted trees are performing well but it is important to remember that some maintenance is required, 
especially in the first three years.  Some tree stakes, especially  on the Dundalk Road need to be either removed or 
loosened.  It is often helpful to have a tree maintenance programme can be a useful way of tracking the 
maintenance of trees. 
The containers and planted throughout the town were newly painted and planted.    It is a considerable amount of 
work to replant with seasonal bedding every year.  Have you considered using longer lasting perennial and bulbs 
instead?   Whilst the tyres used as containers looked very well, it is no longer advisable to use tyres as containers 
and overtime you might consider replacing them with more sustainable containers.

Your attention to increasing biodiversity in your area is noted and appreciated.  It is an excellent idea to have expert 
advice and there are already obvious signs of your efforts.   The mention of wildlife corridors is music to this 
adjudicators’ ears – all too often small isolated wildflowers gardens are created without any connecting corridors for 
birds and wildlife to move safely around so well done indeed.
Could the local Garda station be persuaded to plant up some wildflowers in its front garden?
A lovely biodiversity area in a local housing estate marked with a Dunleer Tidy Towns notice was spotted.  Could 
more housing estates be persuaded to follow suit?
A habitat map was suggested in the past to show 10 habitats generally found and the management of same.  The 
Heritage Council provide excellent information in their Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages.

Recycling bins in the town centre were well presented and clean.  The bring bank seemed to be a bit of a secret for 
all except those with local knowledge – if there was sign then this adjudicator missed it but the bring bank area itself 
was clean and tidy. 
A very diligent volunteer was noticed cleaning the pavements on adjudication day and it was paying dividends as 
apart from one recently dropped disposable coffee cup in the river, there was no evidence of any litter to be found.  
It is heartening to hear that you spray as little weedkiller as possible.  Perhaps soon you will be able to say that you 
do not use it at all.

Thank you for including the statistics in pollution prevention and energy saving for 2021 compiled by the Energy 
Ambassador’s Team.   These are good figures and a great base upon which to build.   Perhaps the Tidy Towns 
team can liaise with the Energy Ambassador’s Team to establish how you can contribute?  Simple measures such 
as using water butts, no peat compost, reduced lawn mowing and no plastic or herbicide all contribute to make your 
town more sustainable.

Whilst walking and driving around Duneer, it was obvious that residential areas are maintained to a high standard 
with some degree of pride.   All housing estates were named with pleasing planting schemes around the names.   
Some bright red seating gave a real sense of happiness.  Your re-introduction of awards for best garden post Covid 
is praiseworthy.   Why not also give an award for the most bio-diverse housing estate?   Residents are so lucky to 
have wide expanses of grass in the housing estates and one in particular appears to have left the grass a bit longer 
while cutting a path through it.  This is a clever way to increase biodiversity and could be replicated in other estates.

Approach roads were all nicely kept with clean, easily read place names in two languages.  
Congratulations for your perseverance through challenging times with the new St Brigid’s Welcome Monument – it 
was worth all the hard work.  The planting of some climbers to hide the less pretty sub-station beside it is a novel 
idea and will certainly make a difference when established.
Although it is acknowledged that this is outside of the 50km zone, it was disappointing to see evidence of use of 
herbicide at some of the roundabouts.  Could some persuasion be used to avoid this practice?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Dunleer was a lovely town to visit with a range of excellent projects very evident and making a positive difference.   I 
wish you every success with your plans for the future and in the Tidy Towns Competition.


