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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   
Thank you for your 2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition.  You have a diverse range of expertise amongst your 
core committee and this can only be of benefit to the work of the Tidy towns Committee.  It is a good idea to recruit 
more members to avoid Committee fatigue and generate new ideas and especially to involve other groups of 
residents.  You have a good number of key volunteers and your social media activity and events will help you to 
network and recruit more people.  Your detailed submission is very clearly laid down and easily for the adjudicator to 
follow.   The start and completion dates of each project was particularly helpful.  Some of the maintained projects 
mentioned were not marked on the map but the provision of the co-ordinates was of assistance. 
Your network of support is extensive and admirable.  As mentioned by a previous adjudicator, you do not seem to 
have engaged with the sporting groups and it might be a good idea to try to include this cohort in your renewed 
networking plan in the year. 
Thank you also for your comprehensive and ambitious five year Plan which provides good framework for structured 
planning and projects.  It is good to see that you recognise this plan to be a living document and the monitoring and 
review assessment form will be invaluable for your committee when monitoring progress of this plan.   The category 
of sustainability is a key area where there is a great opportunity for you to increase your marks.  To this end, you 
could review this category in your five year plan and ensure that it covers the key areas: water, transport, waste, 
energy and climate action. 
Well done for your inclusion of the Sustainable Development Goals in your submission under each project and in 
your Plan.   Awareness of these goals is crucially important to raise awareness of the need for sustainability.
 You have taken on board the advice of previous adjudicators and provided two maps with a suggested route for the 
adjudicator on the town centre map. This made navigation of Drogheda quite straightforward for this adjudicator so 
thank you.
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The artwork created by the Drogheda Urban Art Trail enhances the town and clearly embraces Drogheda’s 
mythological past.  This project is to be commended and is a great example of what can be achieved with the 
collaboration of a number of parties, namely Louth County Council and Droichead Arts Centre.
The Ninja Knitting toppers are fun and a nice surprise when one came across them.  However it was not really 
possible to see where the new walking trail that they created started or finished.  
Congratulations on achieving funding for historical core signage which will undoubtedly enhance the visitors 
experience to Drogheda when delivered.  Similarly the construction of the Peter’s Hill project is very exciting and it is 
hoped that the Tidy Towns Committee will be able to influence the planting of the project keeping sustainability and 
biodiversity in mind.  An update on this project next year will be eagerly anticipated.
You have not mentioned any maintained projects under this category although last year’s adjudicators mentioned 
that there was a long list.
The main core of the town looked well on adjudication day.  The town centre has some lovely historical buildings 
that are well maintained although there are some buildings whose upper floors could do with upgrading and old 
planters that could be removed.   Some Ninja knitting on the poles here also gave a colourful lift to the area.
However there is room for improvement, particularly around the R132 as mentioned in a previous report.  Traffic 
poles, parking signs and signposts were particularly grubby, Christmas decorations as well as St Patrick’s Day 
decorations were still on display.  The buildings at the junctions of Patrick’s St and George’s St could be greatly 
improved at this important junction.   The Historic Street Sign Project in the five year plan does mention that a 
project to paint, clean or replace general street signs has been agreed with Louth County Council and it is hoped 
that this will include all traffics signs as well.
The planters in the city centre were looking clean and spruce with newly planted begonias just beginning to flourish.  
Perhaps some more diverse, pollinator friendly planting in the containers would prolong the flowering season and 
help to increase biodiversity.  Be careful also when using compost which tends to dry out very quickly.   Please do 
try to use peat free compost if at all possible.
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hoped that the Tidy Towns Committee will be able to influence the planting of the project keeping sustainability and 
biodiversity in mind.  An update on this project next year will be eagerly anticipated.
You have not mentioned any maintained projects under this category although last year’s adjudicators mentioned 
that there was a long list.
The main core of the town looked well on adjudication day.  The town centre has some lovely historical buildings 
that are well maintained although there are some buildings whose upper floors could do with upgrading and old 
planters that could be removed.   Some Ninja knitting on the poles here also gave a colourful lift to the area.
However there is room for improvement, particularly around the R132 as mentioned in a previous report.  Traffic 
poles, parking signs and signposts were particularly grubby, Christmas decorations as well as St Patrick’s Day 
decorations were still on display.  The buildings at the junctions of Patrick’s St and George’s St could be greatly 
improved at this important junction.   The Historic Street Sign Project in the five year plan does mention that a 
project to paint, clean or replace general street signs has been agreed with Louth County Council and it is hoped 
that this will include all traffics signs as well.
The planters in the city centre were looking clean and spruce with newly planted begonias just beginning to flourish.  
Perhaps some more diverse, pollinator friendly planting in the containers would prolong the flowering season and 
help to increase biodiversity.  Be careful also when using compost which tends to dry out very quickly.   Please do 
try to use peat free compost if at all possible.

Well done to Danann Air Limited who have received native Irish trees from Coillte under National Tree Week and to 
the local youth volunteers involved in the tree planting.  This is a fantastic initiative to raise awareness of the need 
for tree protection.   It will be important to ensure that the trees are properly maintained in their formative years with 
correct pruning if required, keeping the base weed free through manual weeding and regular watering.   
Congratulations to the Boyne Valley Walking group for their successful grant application to ORIS for new signage 
along the Camino Walk.  This adjudicator did not have time to walk the entire route but even the small amount 
undertaken was a delight and is a great attraction for residents and visitors alike.
The Magdalene Tower was looking very neat and tidy when visited and is a credit to the volunteers who maintain it.  
It is an example of how collaboration with local authorities can work well for the benefit of all when you are able to 
inform them of any defects noticed and to liaise with them for litter collections.
Although Curry’s Hill is still a work in progress, it is pleasing to see another project undertaken by the Red Door and 
hopefully, with funding secured, planting can take place very soon.
Well done and richly deserved credit to all concerned on the retention of your Green flag Status for Dominic’s Park.  
On adjudication day the park was alive with activity and an excellent example of biodiversity.  The wildflower 
meadows were at their best and buzzing with insects and the well used paths, playground and seats were clean and 
tidy.   However it was noticed that the trees were in need to some attention.  The straps on the tree stakes need to 
be loosened as they are damaging the bark underneath, some of the trees have failed and need to be replaced and 
there were signs of weed killer having been used to suppress growth around the base of the trees.   This aside, it 
was a delight to visit Dominic’s Park.
The Princess Grace Garden had obviously been replanted with new roses and many looked lovely in flower.  
However here again there was evidence of weed killing, not only on the edges of the beds but amongst the roses 
also.  This was sad to see and unfortunately the roses are unlikely to thrive when the soil is constantly being 
sprayed.    It would be nice to see the sign a little cleaner and easier to read too.
The Joe Stanley Garden was equally as delightful to visit and the use of perennial plants instead of annual bedding 
to be welcomed.  The visual impact is far greater as well as more sustainable and biodiverse.  Thank you for the 
photos of the garden with the spring bulbs flowering.  It is always good to see the gardens at a time outside of the 
adjudication period. One would wonder at the need to remove the early spring bulbs rather than let them die back 
naturally and leave them in place for the next year.  
There was also clear evidence of extensive weedkilling along the roadsides and amongst the rocks behind the bus 
station.   
Overall a tree maintenance programme is advised to ensure that the hard work of planting trees is not ruined by the 
lack of ongoing maintenance including formative pruning where necessary, checking of stakes and straps to avoid 
damage to the tree and avoiding the use of week killer around the base of the tree.  A simple annual top dressing of 
mulch would be of greater benefit both to suppress weeds and to conserve moisture.

Your projects in this category show the focus of much of your work this year. Previous adjudicators suggested 
drafting a separate map of your work over the years to help show the progress that has been made over time.  This 
would be a tangible demonstration for all of your volunteers, new and old, to see the progress made. 
The Glen Biodiversity Project is clearly the key project for your group and richly deserves great credit for the 
ambitious undertaking.   Well done for your successful Leader grant and Louth County Council Towns Grant 
scheme which enabled you to carry out much of the work planned.   The area was clean and tidy on the day of 
adjudicator and very much in use by local residents, dog walkers and children.    Is there an opportunity here to 
leave some areas of grass to grow longer and dedicate them as biodiversity areas?  
Thank you for including the before and after photographs which demonstrate the extent of your work.  It will be 
fascinating to see how the park evolves as it matures.   Did you carry out a habitat survey before commencing 
work?  You could carry out another during next year to chart the expected increase in biodiversity.
On the day of adjudication, it was pleasing to see and hear evidence of The Dales being used.  The Red Door 
project to include a pond will certainly add to the amount of wildlife and biodiversity in the area and is to be 
commended.  
It will be exciting to hear updates as the Louth Barn Owl Nests project progresses.
The ABACAS Special School project was truly inspirational.  Well done for securing Leader funding for the project 
and to all those parents, friends and family involved.  Their hard work has resulted in an amazing area which, for 
this adjudicator, was a feast for the senses.  The fact that it is used by so many different groups and in so many 
ways must be particularly rewarding for all those involved.
The maintained bee hives, Little Terns Conservation project and swift boxes project are noted and we hope that the 
relocation of the swift boxes helps with nesting success.  Please do provide and update on progress.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:



The ABACAS Special School project was truly inspirational.  Well done for securing Leader funding for the project 
and to all those parents, friends and family involved.  Their hard work has resulted in an amazing area which, for 
this adjudicator, was a feast for the senses.  The fact that it is used by so many different groups and in so many 
ways must be particularly rewarding for all those involved.
The maintained bee hives, Little Terns Conservation project and swift boxes project are noted and we hope that the 
relocation of the swift boxes helps with nesting success.  Please do provide and update on progress.

Whilst there were some areas that had litter and general detritus, particularly around the R132, in general there was 
a good level of litter control and tidiness.  
Although last year’s adjudicator was pleased to note the approach of Louth County Council eliminating the use of 
herbicides, this adjudicator was taken aback at the amount of obvious and at times indiscriminate herbicides that 
appeared to have been used.  Please do let us know next year if the plan to eliminate herbicides will proceed.
The ‘Adopt an Area’ campaign is clearly paying dividends.  Is it time to go one step further now and start, where 
possible to segregate the litter collected into recyclable and non- recyclable?  You will undoubtedly find that the vast 
majority is recyclable and can therefore be eliminated from the general waste stream.
You have taken part in and organised a number of excellent initiatives to control and eliminate litter and are to be 
commended for this.  Keep up the good work.

There is an impressive range of sustainability projects in Drogheda, both to raise awareness, undertake individual 
audits, highlighting events via social media and an events calendar and water tap/refill stations.
The ever growing list of sustainable businesses in Drogheda is impressive and the engagement with schoolchildren 
through the Get Colouring project with Drogheda Tidy Towns initiative.  You might consider running a competition to 
increase the awareness and uptake of these lovely colouring pages.
Small changes in habits can make a big difference in terms of sustainability.  Less use of peat based compost, a no 
pesticides strategy, visible and easily managed recycling bins throughout the town at strategic places and even the 
segregation of litter collected (90% of this litter will be recyclable) can all combine to make a difference.
Previous adjudicators have asked for feedback on sustainability initiatives to assess if they are having the desired 
effect and are achieving behaviour change.    Perhaps a short survey could be carried out and reported on for 2023.
The five year plan will help to structure your plan for sustainability.

The ‘Adopt an Area’ project complete with interactive map is inspiring and to date with 9 areas ‘adopted’, hopefully 
you will see huge improvements over the course of the next year.  Let’s hope by next year you will be able to report 
that 100% of areas have been adopted. 
Congratulations to the many housing areas in Drogheda whose public spaces are so beautifully kept.  The ‘Louth in 
Bloom’ environmental competition is an excellent incentive for residents to make an effort.   Many of the housing 
estates visited were clearly already working hard to make their public areas more pollinator friendly.  Stand out was 
Wheaton Hall whose wildflower area along with lovely planting (in progress at time of adjudication) was excellent.  
Also of note were Harmony Heights, Beaulieu View, Bryanstown and Five Oaks to name but a few were all in 
excellent condition.  Cedarfield, whilst very well kept, had confusing speed limits signs at the entrance (30 and 50), 
one may just be facing the wrong direction. There is also a redundant pole at the entrance which could be removed.  
Sadly here also were signs of weedkiller being used and trailed across the grass.

The approach roads in general were very well maintained with clean verges, grass cut and little sign of litter.  The 
two signs for Drogheda and Welcome to Drogheda on the approach road from Termonfeckin are very much the 
worse for wear.   The work on the roundabouts is excellent, particularly Rosehall and Hills of Rath were especially 
appealing – well done on the completion of this project – it is certainly stunning.  Hopefully you will secure funding to 
work on the remaining roundabouts which seem to encircle Drogheda.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Well done to the Drogheda Tidy Towns Committee for their hard work.  The progress is evident and this adjudicator 
enjoyed visiting the many and varied projects, both maintained and new.   Good luck in the Tidy Towns Competition.


