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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition and accompanying map.  You have clearly been working very hard again 
this year with an impressive array of new and maintained projects.  With a committee of just 3, try not to overstretch 
yourselves.  It might be helpful if you could recruit one or two more to join your committee.  Often people don’t join a 
committee for fear of being overworked but the more people you have, the easier to spread the workload.  That 
said, you have a good number of regular volunteers and also many more who come out on big spring clean days to 
help.  Delegating certain areas of responsibility, such as planting to corners to specific people is also a good way to 
spread the workload so well done.
You have regular meetings and Whatsap groups for keeping in touch as well as social media and a website 
supported by On Yer Bike. Your monthly Community Newsletter jointly produced by the bodies representing the 
Carlingford Community is an excellent publication that provides the community with all the local updates and is a 
great forum for the tidy towns Committee to raise awareness, give updates and indeed recruits new volunteers.  
Keenan Oysters, Carlingford Oyster Company and Ghan House are support you in your endeavours as well as 
Louth County Council.  One of your members is on the Community Forum group to liaise with RPS and the council 
on the development of the plan for Carlingford ‘Living in Carlingford, Visiting Carlingford’ and this is an excellent 
opportunity for you to have input into the future development of the town.
You work closely with the local schools to help improve their gardens but also to give them some information about 
the Tidy Towns group and what they do.
You do not mention a three year plan and perhaps this was already provided in previous years.  You are 
recommended to work to a plan and to continually review the plan. Some of the projects on your entry form  were 
numbered and some were not which was slightly confusing.  Please do start with your new projects numbering from 
1 and continuing sequentially through the submission.  It is understood that some projects, such as new planting in 
different areas might be part of the same project. 
Please do also identify if applicable, under each category, where your projects and initiatives aim to address one or 
more of the sustainable development goals.
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The granting of your Town and Village application to renew Carlingford playground is wonderful news and the 
proposed project will make a great addition to Carlingford.  Well done for carrying out a community forum which this 
proposal resulted.  We look forward to hearing news of progress in future submissions.
It Is also welcome news to hear that the Station House has been repurposed as a tourist office and a remote 
working hub.
You have been hard at work brightening up the buildings with new painting and it shows.  The Garda station is a big 
improvement and perhaps they could be persuaded to let you plant some shrubs in the large expanse of bare grass, 
or even allow the grass to grow a bit wilder in the front garden.
Everywhere in the town there was evidence that the houses, businesses and shops had been given a lift, the bright 
colours of the newly painted buildings were just a joy to see.  
The newly refurbished toilets in the village green are also a big improvement.  So many of the businesses and 
houses have been upgraded it is hard to single out any one but those that particularly caught the eye included Ma 
Bakers, Taaffes Castle, Ruby Ellens Tea Garden, Roma Take Away, Sweet Sundaes and McArdles but well done to 
all. 
The railings of the Presbyterian church were looking splendid.  However the door could do with some work and the 
gravel areas at the front would be greatly enhanced with some planting.
The Library walls and opening hours sign look quite drab beside the newly  painted buildings and would benefit from 
a fresh coat of paint. 
St Oliver’s National School is also looking wonderful with its new green paint job.  The provision of additional picnic 
tables and seating is welcome and it is especially good to see wheelchair accessible tables in place in the Village 
Green.   The mural on the wall outside the school and the resource centre is beautifully crafted and really brightens 
up the area.
In general you are to be commended for taking the initiative and persuading owners to spruce up their premises and 
indeed, for buying paint under the Tidy Towns project scheme, doing the painting yourselves as required and 
offering it to residents for them to paint their houses in the colour of their choice.  No doubt next year there will be 
even more newly painted houses and we look forward to seeing them.
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You have been hard at work brightening up the buildings with new painting and it shows.  The Garda station is a big 
improvement and perhaps they could be persuaded to let you plant some shrubs in the large expanse of bare grass, 
or even allow the grass to grow a bit wilder in the front garden.
Everywhere in the town there was evidence that the houses, businesses and shops had been given a lift, the bright 
colours of the newly painted buildings were just a joy to see.  
The newly refurbished toilets in the village green are also a big improvement.  So many of the businesses and 
houses have been upgraded it is hard to single out any one but those that particularly caught the eye included Ma 
Bakers, Taaffes Castle, Ruby Ellens Tea Garden, Roma Take Away, Sweet Sundaes and McArdles but well done to 
all. 
The railings of the Presbyterian church were looking splendid.  However the door could do with some work and the 
gravel areas at the front would be greatly enhanced with some planting.
The Library walls and opening hours sign look quite drab beside the newly  painted buildings and would benefit from 
a fresh coat of paint. 
St Oliver’s National School is also looking wonderful with its new green paint job.  The provision of additional picnic 
tables and seating is welcome and it is especially good to see wheelchair accessible tables in place in the Village 
Green.   The mural on the wall outside the school and the resource centre is beautifully crafted and really brightens 
up the area.
In general you are to be commended for taking the initiative and persuading owners to spruce up their premises and 
indeed, for buying paint under the Tidy Towns project scheme, doing the painting yourselves as required and 
offering it to residents for them to paint their houses in the colour of their choice.  No doubt next year there will be 
even more newly painted houses and we look forward to seeing them.

Throughout the town there was evidence of new planting schemes and well maintained established planting.  
The planting of 5,000 bulbs in October 2021 must have resulted in a wonderful array of colour this Spring and every 
Spring.
The tree planting at King John’s Castle is to be commended and it is great that you collaborated with Louth County 
Council Heritage Officer to agree the best location for planting.  It is understandable that residents would be fearful 
of losing their magnificent view of the Lough if trees are planted but there are many areas where views would not be 
blocked and indeed a variety of suitable trees that would not grow too large to block the view.  Keep up the good 
work with your tree planting. 
The little memorial to Maggie Murphy would be improved by some planting, preferably perennial.
It is generous indeed of Ghan House to provide you with a space to put your shed for storage of tools.   This must 
make work around the town so much easier for you and well done for getting the Community Enhancement Fund to 
make this possible.
The garden in St Oliver’s National School was also nicely maintained with lots of pollinator friendly plants in the 
containers.   The church grounds similarly was nicely planted and well maintained.
We wish you well in your application for further funding under the Tidy Towns Project Scheme for further 
landscaping along the approach roads and in other areas. Do keep us updated on your progress.

Thank you for mentioning that Carlingford Lough is a SPA because of the Brent Geese and Wetland birds.  It is 
important to know and value the SPA‘s in your area.
Have you considered carrying out a habitat survey?  This could perhaps be carried out in conjunction with the 
school and would help inform decision making in a number of areas including planning, climate change mitigation 
and conservation of nature.  It  is an important first step in understanding the habitat around us and what we need to 
protect them and to identify any gaps in linkages of habitat. The Heritage Council provide excellent information on 
their website in their Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages section.
There is a real sense of community to your work in this category with a biodiversity gardening course and allotments 
where green gardening practices are used.  This gives an added advantage in that those who attended the 
gardening course, now maintain the area.
You also attended the Biodiversity and Climate Change Conference this year and it is heartening to hear that you 
plan to  campaign and share information on measures that will help with climate change. Raising awareness is such 
an important aspect to our climate change challenge.   You could include one topic in your newsletter each month.  
Often short ‘Did you Know’ articles that catch the eye and the attention works best.

The fact that you have not had to buy any plants this year because you have divided your perennials and sown your 
own seeds is commendable.  Have you considered organising a seed and/or plant swap  with local residents.  This 
is often a great way of increasing your range of plants at no extra cost.
The Louth Culture Quest is an innovative and exciting project.   Hopefully it will be a huge success and replicated in 
other counties in some way.
This is a category that you ae making great headway in.   It might be a good exercise for you to divide this category 
into the four headings of waste, water, energy and food and list your achievements and aims under each category.  
This enables a committee to identify the gaps,  and work on each one.  As well as initiating projects, it is also helpful 
to quantify the savings, the reductions and the amounts diverted from general waste streams.  For example do local 
shops and businesses reuse pallets or other delivery containers.  Have they managed to cut down on use of plastics 
or encouraged suppliers to change to more sustainable packaging? Could this be quantified?  You have not had to 
buy plants, you use only home-made compost and from observation, there is very little use of herbicide.  These are 
cost saving as well as beneficial to the environment.  There are many other suggestions and examples as well as 
helpful websites in the Tidy Towns handbook.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



As a popular resort Carlingford has the knock effect of having to deal with litter so on adjudication day, a Monday 
after a fine and busy weekend, there was some evidence of litter.  However in general it was apparent that this was 
new litter, mostly around the village Green and the promenade and it was cleared very promptly.  The litter bins 
were in good condition and nicely maintained. 
Well done to the newly formed Carlingford Youth Club who did a litter pick during lockdown and to the Tidy Towns 
committee for organising the spring and beach clean as well as being a part of the Clean Coasts group.  
The provision of solar compactor bins for the harbour area is to be welcomed.  It was noticed that there was some 
old litter at the bottom of the steps leading to the harbour from the castle.
The recycling area had obviously been cleaned and was in good order.   However as it is a little way out of the town, 
one can’t help buy wonder if it would be beneficial to have small recycling bins (plastic bottles/paper/cans) in the 
centre to encourage visitors who simply may not know the location of the recycling bins to recycle.  Segregation of 
waste is a very important aspect of reducing our general waste and this has become a way of life for most 
households now.

cost saving as well as beneficial to the environment.  There are many other suggestions and examples as well as 
helpful websites in the Tidy Towns handbook.

The quality of the maintenance in the housing estates was overall very good.  Not all were named so it was difficult 
to identify the estates and this is area that you could work on by ensuring bi-lingual names signs for all estates are 
in place.  Your obvious support for the residents of the housing estates and the hard work of the residents 
themselves is resulting in some very pleasing landscapes throughout Carlingford.   An important aspect of the 
planting in housing estates are the trees and there are some areas where trees could be planted and others where 
the trees do need some attention.  Perhaps you could carry out a tree survey to ascertain what can be done.  This 
could also help with your aim to plant more trees in suitable areas.
Congratulations to St Oliver’s Park for winning the  ‘Best Housing estate in Louth’ and to Clos na Manach who won 
Best Housing Estate in their Category in Louth Looking Good.   
Abbey Court was very nicely maintained with colourful planting.  Harbour Court is a lovely area, with neat and tidy 
public spaces and mature trees.  There was large stretches of grass that could be left to go wilder in areas to 
increase biodiversity.
Station Heights was truly lovely.  Some wall and fence painting would finish it off nicely but the whole estate was so 
nicely kept, with lovely planting and some wild areas.

The approach roads to Carlingford were a delight to travel.  There was clear evidence of advances in your pollinator 
friendly ‘let it grow’ regime with myriad flowering plants along the verges and a strip of grass cut near to the edge.    
The name signs were clean and unhindered by foliage with lovely colourful perennial planting around them.  There 
were some small stickers on the sign on the road from Omeath which could be removed.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Carlingford is a great place to visit with so much going for it.  You have contributed to its appeal and continue to do 
so.   Good luck in the Tidy Towns Competition and keep up the good work.


