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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the 2022 SuperValu Tidy Towns Competition and thank you for your entry.  Your map was very clear 
and easy to read and it was a good idea to identify the new and maintained projects on the map as well as the 
maintained green spaces as suggested by a previous adjudicator.  The photographs included in your entry give a 
good idea of the events that take place and the work carried out throughout the year.   You did not reference your 
five year plan, submitted last year and it would be useful to know what progress you have made.  Perhaps submit a 
one page review outlining the projects and the status as work in progress, complete etc.   Your core committee and 
additional volunteer numbers remain steady and your active social media, regular newsletter and Whatsapp group 
clearly serve to keep the community involved and in touch.  It is good to see you continue to engage with the local 
children with your annual nature walk, pumpkin carving and community garden.  
Your key project for this year is increased engagement with the children in the village.  This is admirable and helps 
to keep them interested.  Have you considered involving them (and the rest of the community) in a survey to 
ascertain wildlife presence?  Biodiversityireland.ie  and pollinators.ie  provide excellent resources for communities 
and schools.  Next year please do identify on your entry form where your projects or initiatives aim to address any of 
the sustainable development goals.
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Congratulations on your successful grant application from the town and village renewal scheme.  This will be a great 
benefit to you in progressing your programme and providing an essential safe working environment for the Tus and 
CE workers and the volunteers.
The village is very well presented and a pleasure to visit.  The weed management roster is obviously working well 
as there was no evidence of weeds on the kerbside or in car park areas on adjudication day.  Well done to the 
CE/Tus workers for their hard work.
The planting around the grotto is very well planned with a mix of shrubs and perennials that is very colourful and will 
last throughout the seasons.  This is a lovely area to sit a while and reflect.
You have done an excellent job on the derelict building, especially one in such a prominent position in the middle of 
the village – it is now hard to see that it is in fact derelict. 
The wildflower path leading to the community garden was a mass of flowers with buzzing insects galore.  There 
were some recently planted nasturtiums and Sweet William amongst the wildflowers.  It is important to try and keep 
to use only certified Irish wildflowers and not imported wildflowers.  The www.biodiversityireland.ie gives some 
excellent guides and tips in this regard.   
You mention that you cut the promenade green regularly.  This project would be better placed in the green spaces 
and landscaping category.  Two acres of grass gives an excellent opportunity to create a more sustainable option by 
leaving areas of the grass uncut, thereby considerably increasing the sustainability and biodiversity of the area.  
This was also suggested in a previous report.
There were some lovely little touches throughout the village – I particularly liked the treatment of the old water pump 
that had been beautifully painted and planted up with some small succulents.
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and landscaping category.  Two acres of grass gives an excellent opportunity to create a more sustainable option by 
leaving areas of the grass uncut, thereby considerably increasing the sustainability and biodiversity of the area.  
This was also suggested in a previous report.
There were some lovely little touches throughout the village – I particularly liked the treatment of the old water pump 
that had been beautifully painted and planted up with some small succulents.

The Community Garden is a credit to your committee and all of those involved.  It is beautifully laid out, well 
maintained and clearly a great asset and addition to village life.
The willow sculptures will be quite stunning as they grow.
The new planting of the hedge will create a good boundary and wind shelter but perhaps a more biodiverse choice 
would have been preferable.  Right beside your garden there is a magnificent escallonia in flower with roses 
intertwined – this was literally humming with wildlife and could have been replicated as your boundary hedging.  It is 
important to bear in mind biodiversity and pollination when making any choice of plants.  Please also try not to use 
any compost that contains peat if at all possible.   
Well done to the local resident who made the wooden planters for the village green – they make a colourful addition 
to the area.

As a Tidy Towns Committee you are in a good position to ensure that if at all possible, biodiversity and sustainability 
are at the top of the list of priorities when planning for the flood defence scheme takes place.  Do keep us updated 
on progress of this plan.
Well done for joining the Louth Nature Trust Little Tern conservation project.  You are in the perfect location to be 
able to observe and to help with setting up and fencing off the protected nesting area.  
Have you managed to produce a habitat map of your area as suggested by a previous adjudicator?  Please do 
include details of this in next year’s application.

You have noted two projects in different categories that are the same.  It is not always easy to know which category 
to put a project into but the adjudicator will take into account the fact that there is often an overlap.
Well done for taking part in the National Spring Clean Day and for registering with the Clean Coast and World 
Ocean Day.
There was little or no evidence of any litter in the public areas of the villages on the volunteers and CE/Tus workers 
are to be congratulated for their diligent work.   One litter bin on the village green could do with some cleaning.  
Behind the Fairy Garden, there was an appearance of it being a little bit of a dumping ground with old compost 
bags, containers, traffic cones and other plastic detritus.  Would you consider making all of the public areas, plastic 
free?    Implementing this policy would be a very strong message in this and other categories.
Notices on gate to the beach were a little the worse for wear and could be replaced although it is acknowledged that 
if this is in private ownership, you may be limited in your ability to influence.

Your continued use of fallen tree trunks and locally collected driftwood and shells for the Fairy Garden is excellent 
and your photographs showing the work in progress are interesting to see.  Would you consider a dedicated 
compost area behind the fairy garden so that grass cuttings and other clippings and leaves could be composted 
there?  Discarded Christmas trees seem to have been dumped behind the Fairy Garden and did look a bit 
unslightly. They could be shredded and used a mulch or mixed into the compost area.
Encouraging the donations of seeds and saplings as you do certainly gives a shared sense of community.  Have 
you considered having a plant and seed swopping event?

The new housing estate is in a prominent position with some very nice, new landscaping at the entrance to the 
village.  There is a wonderful expanse of grass to the front of the estate which might be left uncut or for some 
wildflower areas to be sown to encourage biodiversity.  Perhaps the residents group could consider this?
Throughout the village, there was evidence of some excellent gardens and the residents are to be commended for 
the beautifully kept gardens, many clearly working towards a more biodiverse, pollinator friendly way of gardening.  
Your newly establish best garden awards have clearly paid dividends already and hopefully you can build on this in 
future years.  Good luck to all the entrants.
Unfortunately there were no hanging baskets to be seen at the front of the 19th Bar and Lounge on the day of 
adjudication.

The welcome signs at the entrance to the village were nicely presented with new planting.   Only Marram grass 
could be seen at the base of the welcome sign and although it is  good for seaside areas, it is more suited to actual 
sandy areas where it can help stabilise with its rooting system.  An old gate dumped behind the sign with black 
plastic bag slightly marred the presentation.
The planting at the Queensborough sign was very nicely presented as were the new planters along the walls.
As the Queensborough planting was an nice addition not marked on the map, please do point this out in your entry 
next year to ensure the adjudicator knows to stop and take a look at it.
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next year to ensure the adjudicator knows to stop and take a look at it.

Concluding Remarks:

Baltray is a beautifully kept village in an enviable location beside the sea, and in an area designated a Special Area 
of Conservation, which clearly has a thriving community.  This adjudicator spent a lovely afternoon there and wishes 
you well in the Tidy Towns competition.


