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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition and accompanying map.  You do not mention a three year plan and 
perhaps this was already provided in previous years.  You are recommended to work to a plan and to continually 
review the plan.  Please let us know in your next submission details of your plan.
As requested in previous years, please ensure that your map shows clearly the new and maintained projects.  The 
map itself was clear and colourful but did not show any projects.   Similarly on your entry form, please number all of 
your projects sequentially through the submission, starting at 1 and listing the new projects first.  These numbers 
can then be marked on your map.
 You started to number your projects in some of the categories but not others starting at 1 in each category.  
You have a fair sized committee of 15 with many more volunteers including the residents associations.
Your relationship with the Ardee Traders’ Association and with the Residents’ Associations coupled with the support 
you receive financially from the Traders’ Associations as well as  Ardee Credit Union, Heritage Council and Louth 
County Council  demonstrated that, as a committee, you have the support and respect of these agencies and that 
you all are willing to work together to achieve your aims #loveardee.
Your methods of communicate are varied and it is thoughtful to remember that not all residents are tech savvy and 
to include a suggestion box in those methods. Ardee Dee Hub is a wonderful initiative and another great way for you 
to communicate with the residents of Ardee.
You have applied for funding through the Town and Villages Renewal Programme, The Rural Development 
Programme operated by Leader and the environmental partnership funds and all these funds have helped to you 
carry on with your work.
Collaboration with the local schools is a vitally important aspect of the work of Tidy Towns Committees.  We look 
forward to seeing the new crest being designed by the local schools for Tidy Towns.  Well done to the schools for 
their achievements in obtaining  their 9th and 8th green flags and for their ongoing work with the Green Schools 
Programme.
It is wonderful that you have the brigini girl guides group who assist you with projects such as the Millenium Park.
You are to be commended for your unbroken record of participating in the Tidy Towns Competition for 47 years.
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It is good news to hear that five new shops have opened up in the town and we hope that they will continue to 
thrive.
You have a wonderful array of heritage buildings and key monuments all carefully and sensitively maintained.   The 
colour co-ordination of all street furniture helps to gives a cohesive and aesthetically pleasing effect to the town.
You maintain the Failte and Ardee flower beds on the northern and southern approaches to the town and replant 
annual bedding every year.  Is it time to consider planting of more permanent perennials, with perhaps just a few 
annuals added each year to give a pop of colour?  This is recommended as a more sustainable and environmentally 
friendly method of gardening.
You maintain a significant number of public green areas and you are to be commended for your work.   In general 
all of the public areas were very well presented.  Your town information map and other tourist information is easy to 
find, well presented and in good strategic locations.
The frontage of the vast majority of businesses along the Main St were excellently presented amongst which 
Commins Butchers, Kearneys, Brian Muldoon & Sons, Oflynns pharmacy, Bliss, Bean & Scoop and Sizzlers Cafe 
stood out.  Wheels and Heels outdoor space was very nicely displayed. Some of the houses, particularly close to 
the castle, were also beautifully presented with attractive window boxes. 
Treatment of the Ardee Bread Company frontage is clever and a very good disguise of a building that might 
otherwise be an eyesore.  The Ardee Youthreach mural was a colourful and welcome addition and no doubt, many 
motorists enjoy looking at it as they sit at the traffic lights.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:
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28/06/2022

 



colour co-ordination of all street furniture helps to gives a cohesive and aesthetically pleasing effect to the town.
You maintain the Failte and Ardee flower beds on the northern and southern approaches to the town and replant 
annual bedding every year.  Is it time to consider planting of more permanent perennials, with perhaps just a few 
annuals added each year to give a pop of colour?  This is recommended as a more sustainable and environmentally 
friendly method of gardening.
You maintain a significant number of public green areas and you are to be commended for your work.   In general 
all of the public areas were very well presented.  Your town information map and other tourist information is easy to 
find, well presented and in good strategic locations.
The frontage of the vast majority of businesses along the Main St were excellently presented amongst which 
Commins Butchers, Kearneys, Brian Muldoon & Sons, Oflynns pharmacy, Bliss, Bean & Scoop and Sizzlers Cafe 
stood out.  Wheels and Heels outdoor space was very nicely displayed. Some of the houses, particularly close to 
the castle, were also beautifully presented with attractive window boxes. 
Treatment of the Ardee Bread Company frontage is clever and a very good disguise of a building that might 
otherwise be an eyesore.  The Ardee Youthreach mural was a colourful and welcome addition and no doubt, many 
motorists enjoy looking at it as they sit at the traffic lights.

Walking around the town, it is clear to this adjudicator that much hard work and attention goes into the presentation 
of the town. There are pockets of planting, around car parks, along the riverside and throughout the streets.    Well 
done to Farrells Factory for their donation of 60 native Irish trees which you have planted all over the town.
The new large wooden planters strategically placed are a great addition especially with the trees and perennial 
planting which will last and give impact for a lot longer.   So too the flower towers which were nicely presented with 
annual bedding.  This is an area that you might review and consider including perennial planting in the future.
Well done to Farrells Factory for their donation of 60 native Irish trees which you have planted all over the town.
The shrubs planted in and around the Ardee Shopping Centre were a little sad.  As this is an important area, close 
to the main commercial centre, perhaps some thought could be given to upgrading the planting schemes here.
Planting in Chantry College was really spectacular and many of the houses had taken care to ensure that their 
gardens were looking at their best.
Some of the trees on the Main Street are in need of attention and in general it was noticed that there are trees that 
could be improved, in public areas and housing estates.  It is recommended that you carry out a full tree survey and 
follow up with a detailed maintenance plan.  This will enable a planned approach to tree maintenance and in the 
long run, save time and cost to replacing those that are not properly cared for, especially in the early formative 
years. 
The garden in Scoil Mhuire na Trocaire was a treat to see – it is beautifully planted with a great choice of perennials 
plants and as it matures it will fill up very nicely.  Giardini na Sioga with its well made bug hotel was particularly nice.

You continue to maintain areas of pollinator friendly entrances to the town as well as creating wildflower beds and 
allowing ‘natural abandon’ to support wildlife.  Your no mow regime is clearly paying dividends as there were some 
lovely native flowers growing through the grass in many areas including clovers, self-heal and Bird’s foot trefoil.  
This is the very best action you can take to improve biodiversity and by returning pockets of natural grassland 
meadows and verges, no matter how small, the benefit to wildlife is huge.
Ardee Railway Walk is a wonderful amenity and was being well used on adjudication day.   Sadly one litter bin was 
covered in graffiti as was the table and bench.  This is clearly an ongoing battle and can be very frustrating.  Anther 
litter bin was very  dirty and would benefit from being cleaned and painted.  Some of the trees here have tyres at the 
base, it is recommended that these are removed as soon as possible.  Planting at the base of trees is also not 
recommended. At least 1 m radius should be left clear at the base of trees to allow them to thrive without 
competition.  A regular top dressing of mulch helps to define the area and to suppress weeds as well as helping to 
retain moisture. Other trees appear to have had a hair cut with a hedge trimmers and are now balls of green.  One 
would wonder at this approach in a natural woodland side.  Would it be better to leave the trees to grow naturally 
and not cut them into unnatural shapes?  There is however a lot of good work also in progress here and over time 
as the planting matures, it is will be a very pleasing area and a wonderful amenity for residents and visitors alike.
Your ecology study identified the bridle walk in the grounds of St Joseph’s Hospital as an excellent wildlife habitat.   
It has been previously recommended that you do a habitat map to see what you have and best practice for 
management of different habitats and perhaps the ecology study is a good basis for a habitat study.  Habitat 
mapping can help inform decision making in a number of areas including planning, climate change mitigation and 
conservation of nature and as such is an important first step in understanding the habitat around us and what we 
need to protect them and to identify any gaps in linkages of habitat. The Heritage Council provide excellent 
information in their Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages.

Well done for obtaining funding for a water harvesting system which you use to water all of your plants in your 
polytunnel.  Harvesting the seeds from flowers planted is an economical and sustainable method of obtaining new 
plants.  It is a great project to  have a polytunnel in conjunction with the Ardee Active Retirement Group and to know 
that you envisage your Tidy Towns Committee becoming self-sufficient.  This is excellent news.
A saving of 2,500 litres of water during 2022 is considerable and to be highly commended and a reduction of 34% in 
travel miles in the school community is a wonderful achievement.
Dividing this category into the four headings of waste, water, energy and food as previously suggested enables a 
committee to identify the areas and work on each one.  There are many good suggestions and examples in the Tidy 
Towns Handbook and you are encouraged to try and work on each heading of this category.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:



You did not include your updated litter management plan with your submission but it is good to know that you have 
circulated it to all the relevant people.
Well done for your National Spring Clean events and the litter bins and street furniture was mostly in excellent 
condition.  There were a few exceptions where some improvements are required.   The lane approaching Railway 
Walk was quite untidy with weeds along both edges and as previously mentioned the litter bins were not in good 
shape.   
The area beside Market Square and the bridge over the river does appear to be a black spot in terms of litter.  There 
was a considerable amount of litter on adjudication day, some of it rather unsavoury dumped both in the river and 
along the banks.    It is accepted that the litter was mostly fresh and that no doubt it was picked up within a short 
space of time.
The recycling area was clean and tidy.  There did seem to be a dearth of recycling bins throughout the town.  Most 
people are now used to segregating their waste at home and therefore would be willing to use plastic, paper or can 
bins as well as general waste bins.  This might be an area for consideration which would be of great benefit also in 
the sustainability category.

Towns Handbook and you are encouraged to try and work on each heading of this category.

The appointment of a new committee for the Residents Association is good news and will hopefully ensure that the 
public spaces in the estates will continue to improve.  Already there are signs of hard work, new planting and care to 
keep the verges clear and litter free.   Would the Tidy Towns Committee consider organising a talk on biodiversity, 
pollinator friendly planting and sustainability to help residents to plan in an informed way?  You could also run a 
competition based around the Tidy Towns Competition with awards for best landscaping, best wildlife project, best 
sustainable project and so on.  This has proven to be very successful in other towns.
The new housing estate Bridgegate has already some nice landscaping at the entrance and as it is developed, it is 
a perfect time to liaise with the developers with a view to ensuring that planting is biodiverse and geared towards a 
more environmentally friendly approach with wilder areas, no mow grasses swathes and a good selection of native 
trees and hedging rather than the standard box, conifers and short cut grass.
Well done to the residents of Sliagh Breagh who have greatly improved the planting and approach to the estate.  
There are some area that would benefit from planting of trees to soften the approach and perhaps this is something 
that could be considered for next year.  Rathgory and Cherrybrook amongst others were a delight to see – well done 
all.
Ferdia Park was also very well presented with excellent mature shrubs and wilder areas and the bi-lingual name 
signs at the entrance were nicely maintained. The use of old tyres as planters is no longer recommended and 
perhaps these can be reconsidered in the future.   Given that the names of each set of houses seems to have the 
names of bulbs, could some thought be given to planting those bulbs?  ie.  Iris, tulip, daffodil etc
Cappocksgate was an treat to see – the planting schemes, the wild areas and the newly planted trees.  It will be 
important to ensure good maintenance of the trees to ensure their success.  This could form part of the 
aforementioned suggestion to have an overall tree maintenance plan.     One might query the need for the 
containers of hydrangeas on the grass areas.  Normally containers would be placed on hard surfaces where it is not 
possible to plant directly into the ground.  There were also small signs of herbicide use at the entrance to the estate 
and along the pavement which is a shame.   Do try to encourage a chemical free approach to weeding if at all 
possible.

The approach roads in general were a pleasure to see with well-maintained verges, litter free and plenty of areas of 
grass left to grow a little longer cutting only the strip at the edge.  The Ardee and Failte beds do indeed create an 
excellent first impression.
There is still room for improvement in certain areas amongst which the railings in front of the Step Aside garage on 
the N2 which are very unattractive and this area would benefit from some upgrading. 
The planter at the Litter League notice on the N2 was very sad looking.  It is better to remove these planters 
altogether and leave the grass to grow longer than to have uncared for planters at an important entry point to the 
town.  The posts on the Welcome to Ardee signs could be repainted.   The Welcome to Ardee sign on the Golf Links 
Road seems to have been damaged and looks a little the worse for wear.
There is an old sign, partially hidden from view, noting the offence to using intoxicating substances, that is really not 
in keeping with the otherwise beautifully maintained approach roads and hopefully it can be removed.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Ardee is a lovely town with a lot going for it and it was a pleasure to visit and experience the great improvements 
that you have been making over the years.  Well done and good luck in the Tidy Towns Competition.


