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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór...   Thank you for your 
2022 entry to the Tidy Towns Competition.  Your entry form was clearly laid out with a good selection of 
photographs to show the work in progress of projects.   Although the key areas are marked on the map, which in 
itself was easy to follow, because the projects were not numbered on the entry form, it was hard to follow the 
projects.  Clearly an enormous amount of work is carried out throughout the year both new and maintained projects.  
Please do number them sequentially in the submission, without repeating the projects in different categories and 
then number them on the map to make it easier for the adjudicator to follow.  Only one project is requested as a 
specific project where particular effort was applied.  The other projects can be included under their specific 
categories.  Please also identify, where applicable, under each category where your projects or initiatives aim to 
address one or more of the sustainable development goals. 
Your core committee of 4 and additional 10 volunteers together with help from the Camera Club, the Garden Club 
and various clubs in St. Mary’s Drumcar show a commitment to the village that is impressive and it shows as one 
walks around the village.  Your communication methods are effective for a small community but the Facebook page 
is a little scant.   Given that you do not have a school with the core of the village, it does make it more difficult to 
engage but nonetheless you do link with  Dillonstown National School for the annual beach clean-up and both 
Dilllonstown National School and Tullydonnell National School are to be congratulated for their work on their 
biodiversity flag -hopefully this will reap rewards very soon.
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Houses along the front were beautifully planted, maintained and very colourful. Some past winners of Louth in 
Bloom were noted.  The very unique walls and gate posts were beautifully presented and added to the character of 
the road and it is encouraging to see how well they are being cared for.
Of particular note in terms of roadside appeal were O’Neill’s Bakery,  Slan’s and The Glyde Inn, all of which were 
very nicely presented. 
As there seemed to be two houses on the Main St that appeared to be derelict, one will be greatly improved when 
the new windows arrive.  Perhaps the other one could also be upgraded. The house beside O’Neills Bakery is nicely 
planted with  window boxes but otherwise looking unloved and could benefit from a little window dressing.   
The old photographs on the Main St were a great addition and will be even more so when the information is in 
place.
The painting of the wall along the promenade is an excellent initiative despite the challenges of passing traffic.  Do 
please ensure the safety of all volunteers while carrying out this work.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

308

Maximum
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Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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80

80
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55
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55

55

48

40

41

25

15

61

37

33

300

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 308

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

24/06/2022

 



Well done for growing the majority of your plants from your polytunnel.  This is a huge contribution to the green 
spaces and to sustainability.
The picnic area was a real treat to visit.  It has been very carefully and tastefully upgraded with excellent information 
boards.  It would have been helpful and perhaps more appropriate given the location, to see some of the sea birds 
that are in the area as opposed to the garden birds of Ireland – perhaps this could be changed?  The new benches 
are not only aesthetically pleasing but very comfortable.  The logo at side of the benches was pretty and intriguing – 
perhaps the logo of the manufacturer?  The insect hotel at the picnic area is beautifully painted with nice shrubbery 
behind it.  You might consider some planting in front as well as insects are more likely to use a hotel where there is 
plenty of planting for security.
The planting around the trellis in the picnic area is just lovely and you have selected appropriate plants for the 
location and used mulch to complete the area.  Well done.
The planting around the welcome stones was colourful and cheery and the fact that the planting in the stone boat 
feature and the circular bed is from plants propagated and grown from seed by you is most impressive.  They are 
healthy looking plants with minimal environmental impact.   Please do try to use recommended pollinator plants 
wherever possible.  www.pollinators.ie is a great source of ideas and guidance in this regard.

Well done also to your volunteers for attending the Biodiversity and Climate Control Conference.  Hopefully they will 
have come away with lots of excellent ideas that can be implemented over the coming months and years in 
Annagassan.  We look forward to hearing more in future submissions.
The new wildflower pollinator bed is establishing well and the planting at The Saltings is just lovely and full of 
biodiversity, a real showstopper and a perfect example of right plant, right place. 
I loved the little sign saying ‘pardon the weeds, we’re feeding the bees’.    The information picture showing the types 
of bee alongside the sign is a good initiative.  Have you thought of carrying out a habitat plan to ascertain what you 
have and to look at best practice management for different habitats?  There are some excellent guides including 
Conserving and Enhancing Wildlife in Towns and Villages (https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/publications) that are well 
worth investigating.
You might consider more areas of grass that could be left uncut with just the verges trimmed for safety and access.   
As previously recommended, some areas could be allowed to go a little more ‘wild’.   
The Biodiversity Management Plan is a wonderful plan upon which to structure your work to improve biodiversity.  It 
might be good to update this and review your action plan to date, successes, failures, work in progress and future 
actions.

There was very little litter spotted on adjudication day.   The level of tidiness and cleanliness was very impressive.  It 
was a windy day by the sea so a few small pieces of paper were blowing around.   You do seem to have some 
issues with both dog and human faeces from time to time, especially around the picnic area and this is most 
unfortunate.  You have mentioned that more tourist are visiting Annagassan and with the new bus route, this is likely 
to increase.  Perhaps it is time to start providing facilities to visitors such as a public compost toilet.   This appears to 
have been very successfully provided by Louth County Council in a neighbouring town.
It was a pity to see a large general waste bin full of easily recyclable cardboard on adjudication day.  Hopefully this 
will not have been sent to landfill.   It is understood that it is not possible for Tidy Towns Committees to oversee 
every aspect of their village but perhaps an educational and awareness campaign, even on social media, could 
help.
The kerb edges, pavements and any corners seen were all weed free.

This is a category where there is plenty of scope for you to increase your marks.  It is a broad area and it is often 
helpful to divide it into the core headings of waste, water, energy, transport and climate action.   Do also refer to the 
Tidy Towns Handbook for ideas and guidance.  
The new daily bus route between Drogheda and Dundalk which runs through Annagassan will hopefully divert cars 
from the road and help in greatly to reduce emissions.  It would be interesting to hear some statistics of how many 
local people use it instead of driving.  Perhaps a small survey could be carried out for next year.  
The use of mulching lawnmowers, green bin collections and rainwater harvesting are commendable.  The new seat 
and trellis looks great and it is hard to believe it is made from old pallets.  The schools are to be congratulated for 
reducing their waste by over 50% through their lunch box scheme and reuse of materials and for the car-pooling 
programme.
Growing your own plants from seed or by propagation is wonderful.  Do you have facilities for composting and 
making leaf mould?   Do you strive to use peat free compost if you have to buy it.  There may be local farmers who 
could provide some manure or a local garden landscaper who could provide some mulch.

The high level of personal responsibility by residents referred to is evident throughout the village.  The gardens 
along the main road were stunning.  Sea View was beautifully kept although here too there may be areas of grass 
that could be left uncut whilst still providing enough play areas for children.  An Rian too was very nicely maintained.  
The Saltings had some absolutely fabulous front gardens, beautifully planted and maintained.  There are areas at 
the back of The Saltings that are crying out for some planting and for the grass to be left uncut.    Native hedging, 
trees and shrubs would be ideal.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:



the back of The Saltings that are crying out for some planting and for the grass to be left uncut.    Native hedging, 
trees and shrubs would be ideal.

The approach roads were very nicely maintained with grass verges cut but longer areas left to grow.  One would 
query the need for a container for planting at the Annagassan sign.  Normally containers would only be used where 
planting cannot be put straight into the ground.  There is an opportunity to plant a nice selection of pollinator friendly 
perennials here. The approach from Castlebellingham is of course stunning with the natural stone bridge.
A very faded sign saying ‘Scenic Route’ really needs to be replaced or repainted.  Unfortunately one of the stone 
names of Annagassan was virtually obliterated by a pretty white flower which could be moved slightly to one side.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

Annagassan is such a rich village with a thriving, engaged community, enviable location and hard working Tidy 
Towns Committee, it was a pleasure to visit and I wish you well in the competition.


