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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Congratulations on your participation in TidyTowns for over 2 decades. It is great to see your pride in your lovely 
community and the strong team leading the work on behalf of a small village. Your photos were very helpful as we 
can see the great spring colour provided by the daffodils and the school children in their high viz jackets 
participating in the clean up and planting. Consider the addition of some other bulb varieties that will be beneficial 
for pollinators in the years to come. Snowdrop, crocus and grape hyacinth are some examples. Good to hear that 
you are meeting regularly, encouraging others to get on board and cooperating with other organisations locally and 
at county level.
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We enjoyed visiting your village. It has a great sense of history which is supported by good signage. The old church 
    and rectory/glebe house along with the war memorial provide unique character which cannot be found in 
most small villages. Well done on the acquisition of new seating and the maintenance of pathways throughout your 
green     space. Have a look a non-chemical methodology for future pathway/lawn maintenance. This adjudicator is 
a big fan of ivy-clad walls as they provide nesting and food for birds, but it appears that in some places the ivy may 
weaken the old stone walls as they send adventitious roots into the grouting. Your lovely old walls should be 
protected at all costs by removing the invasive ivy.
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Your greenspace is very attractive, the large lawn areas, the bed at the river, the existing shrubbery, and the mature 
trees with nesting boxes combine to make a strong impression. As mentioned, try your best to avoid use of chemical 
spray as it is undoing the great work done with pollinator-friendly plants. Some of the containers were ready for 
planting when we visited. We would encourage you to switch from concrete to natural materials where possible for 
containers as you already have great stone in the village. Concrete pipes look out of place. A good layer of mulch 
on your beds will reduce weed growth, reduce watering requirements, and improve aesthetics.
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It is great to hear that you are using locally sourced wildflower seeds and leaving a band of long meadow grass 
where possible. Your bird boxes are in good condition, and it would be interesting to know what species are using 
the boxes. Perhaps the school children could start a monitoring project. If you can switch to mechanical/strimming 
methods for grass pathway maintenance, it will make a significant difference to biodiversity in future years.
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methods for grass pathway maintenance, it will make a significant difference to biodiversity in future years.

We were very impressed with how clean and tidy we found the village. Clearly the CE workers are doing a great job 
on their weekly walk and the big clean up that took place on 29th April made an impression. You must be happy to 
observe that the amount of rubbish collected was far less than the previous year. Wonderful to note that teachers 
and pupils were on board with the clean-up.

The environmental officer will be well placed to offer several suggestions on sustainability when you have your 
meeting/presentation in the village. Likewise, the Green Flag activities undertaken by the school may have wider 
lessons for the community. Vegetable growing is the best way to “increase food empathy” according to the GIY 
organisation and this is most important for young people who need to understand the work involved in producing 
food. It also changes attitudes to food waste which is one of the greatest problems of our time. Good to hear that 
you are aware of water conservation issues and the problems associated with multiple small containers/planters.  
Move to ground-planting or larger containers where possible and use perennial plants over seasonal colour that will 
not need to be replaced every season.

We noted that all the homeowners in the area were playing their part in maintaining a green, tidy and attractive 
environment for visitors and residents.

The main approach road and the two links roads were clean and tidy and well maintained. Again, it was great to see 
the spring photos with colourful daffodils on display. Thank you for sharing these.

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

You have a unique village with great character, heritage buildings and green spaces. It is important to maintain them 
all for future generations. Clearly you are proud and active, and you have engaged very successfully with the 
national school. Keep up the great work and try to set some new biodiversity and sustainability goals for future 
years. The climate crisis will have more impact on those who are still of school-going age than it will on the rest of 
us. We owe it to them to make our communities as green and wildlife friendly as possible


