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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór... 
Welcome to the Tidy Towns competition for the second time. We understand from your previous application that 
your group was only formed in 2017. On that basis you are making great strides and the community is getting 
behind your efforts to enhance the village. Thank you for including your development plan that extends to 2025 and 
your recently developed biodiversity plan which is a great resource for future projects. These plans are such an 
important tool, allowing you to prioritise projects and measure your progress along the way. There are so many 
possibilities that it is imperative that you maintain your momentum over many years. Your committee is small, 
resulting in a lot of work and responsibility on the shoulders of a few. If you can encourage some of the volunteers to 
join the committee perhaps committee members can take on less and they can serve for shorter periods
It is great to hear that you have a younger social media expert on your comms team and that you can add Instgram 
to your Facebook activities. From your account, it would appear that all the important issues arising in a community 
are on the table for discussion and that you are liaising with all relevant parties and organisations. As you know, 
nothing of any value is ever achieved in isolation and with all shoulders to the wheel you can reach your objectives 
much quicker. The completion of the car park at the entrance to the Royal Canal Greenway is a great example of 
collaboration and persistence. Well done on this. Thank you for providing a comprehensive list of the organisations 
that you are working with. You also detailed the nature of the collaboration demonstrating how active you are across 
a range of areas
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Thank you for the information provided on future plans, such as LED street lighting and for reporting that it was not 
possible to make progress on all fronts. Often, this behind-the-scenes work is neither seen nor acknowledged. Your 
plan B, to use containers that can be moved thereafter to another location sounds like a good compromise. As 
flagged above, the completion of the new car park at the entrance to the greenway is a huge achievement 
benefitting both locals and visitors to the area. Your engagement with the local shop owner has resulted in some 
nice planting and an attractive frontage. The tall grass meadow is also biodiversity asset. The premises immediately 
across the road would also benefit from some attention. Overall, your built environment appears to be well cared for. 
Some weeding of kerbs at the school will tidy up this area
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While you did not complete this part of the application form it is clear from your planning documents and our visit 
that you are busy on a number of fronts, planters at the new greenway car park, the shrubbery at the Roscommon 
Rd, the recent planting of white thorns, etc. The planting at the service station is also important due to its pivotal 
location. We would encourage you to look at tree planting as a priority under this category as they will add more 
value as they mature every year. They will also help to reinforce speed limits and support your other actions here 
e.g., electronic speed limits. The Stonepark stone sign would have more visibility if backed by colourful planting
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that you are busy on a number of fronts, planters at the new greenway car park, the shrubbery at the Roscommon 
Rd, the recent planting of white thorns, etc. The planting at the service station is also important due to its pivotal 
location. We would encourage you to look at tree planting as a priority under this category as they will add more 
value as they mature every year. They will also help to reinforce speed limits and support your other actions here 
e.g., electronic speed limits. The Stonepark stone sign would have more visibility if backed by colourful planting

Again, you have not completed this part of the application form but it is clear that you are aware of the importance of 
supporting biodiversity and moreover you have completed the training course and drafted a plan for future actions. 
We also noted many areas with great biodiversity and native plants on display such as Rosa canina and Woodbine 
in the hedgerows. The use of native hedgerow like white thorns and your plans to use more pollinator friendly plants 
at the new car park – all beneficial to wildlife. It was great to see endeavours to control weeds around the town and 
we would encourage you to try out some non-chemical methods. You have already identified many future projects 
like swift boxes and native tree planting

You addressed this topic in the first part of the application form. You have been very active in keeping the village 
clean and tidy and it was evident when we visited. The great photos provided from your spring clean in March 
demonstrates the level of commitment among the group and we were very impressed with overall presentation of 
Stonepark

Again, you have left this part of the form blank, but you have details in your plan to install low energy lighting. You 
are also working on foot/cycle paths linking the two housing estates to the school. When you have achieved safe 
passage for all children and parents are happy to use the new pathways you will be reducing car usage and 
supporting healthier lifestyles – two birds with one stone. You can also implement simple ideas like the use of water 
butts to gather water for planters/containers and you can encourage everyone in the community to do their bit by 
installing their own water butt. Reusable coffee cups are another possibility and community composting/recycling 
are among the many ideas that you can explore under this category

We were delighted to see so many trees and shrubs planted in both housing estates. This is ongoing work but 
already impactful, especially at the entrances. Try to stay away from chemical sprays and when large areas, or even 
small areas, are used to create shrubberies or flower beds it is a god idea to mulch them to reduce future weeding 
issues. Both estates were clean and tidy and well presented

Approach roads were free of litter and well maintained. We visited when children were heading into school and the 
busy road was noted as a challenge.  Clearly this is a priority for you and the efforts to create safe foot/cycle paths 
and to install electronic signage are well considered. Best of luck with these actions. We noted that L52131 is a 
cul-de-sac. Perhaps this could be signposted for visitors

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

As alluded to, we visited during the busy school drop-off time and could observe the challenge of fast-moving heavy 
traffic through the village. Your efforts to address this will improve both safety and comfort which enhances the 
experience of residents and visitors. You have fantastic facilities available to you with the GAA club, walking track, 
playground, your shop, your lovely school, the greenway, the local bogs, etc. You have made a great start with your 
plans and actions, and this is reflected in increased marks.  Try to complete the application form in full next year so 
that we capture all your hard work and achievements. Even short bullet points will ensure that we acknowledge all 
that you are doing and then we can reward these endeavours with higher scores


